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Bill Humphreys, here, to add a word of 
information and thanks to the personnel change 
in the church office.  As of Friday, December 6, 
"St. Nicolas Day", Jennifer Vargas is stepping 
aside from her work as the LPPC Administrator. 
She has served us well for nearly two years; 
thank you, Jennifer! 
 

With Jennifer's ample notice of her plans, the 
Personnel Committee went right to work to 
search for a new Administrator. Ta-da! With a 
church member's suggestion, Karen Cox, the on-
going Financial Secretary indicated interest in the 
position and the Personnel Committee agreed! 
Karen has been at work in the office with Jennifer 
for several days and begins the new job on her 
own as of Tuesday coming up, December 
10.  Karen's current plan is to keep the same 
office hours: Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 AM - 
1:00 PM. Stop in for a brief greeting; call the office 
when she's here or leave a message for her 
attention on the next work day.  Thank you, 
Jennifer!  Welcome, Karen! 
 
 

December Adult Forum 

Advent began on December 1.  The Advent study 

this year is Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes 

by Dr. Cynthia Campbell (President Emerita of 

McCormick Seminary, and Pastor of Highland 

Presbyterian Church in Louisville, KY):  “How 

might a house look for Christmas, based on what 

each gospel says about it?”  What kind of houses 

do Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John inhabit?  

What do they look like?  What kind of decoration 

and holiday celebration occurs there?  Who 

shows up?  The Adult Forum meets in the Upper 

Room on Sunday mornings, at 9:25, following 

the early service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 1 – “Christmas at Mark’s House” 

(Advent 1) 

December 8 – “Christmas at Matthew’s House” 

(Advent 2)  

December 15 – “Christmas at Luke’s House” 

(Advent 3) 

December 22 – “Christmas at John’s House, and 

One Last Stop” (Advent 4) 

December 29 – NO CLASS 

January 5 – Adult Forum resumes.  Topic to be 

announced. 

________________________________ 

 

“A big thank you to our congregation for being so 

generous in stocking the Thanksgiving Baskets 

this year! LPPC, in conjunction with Casa Rosa, 

distributed 62 baskets filled with food for 

Thanksgiving feasts for families in Placitas. 

Special thanks to the team leaders Geri Escarcida, 

Roxie Westdyk, and Yvonne Brown, plus many 

others.” 
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___________________ 

The FREE Annual Santa Fe Opera 

Holiday Concert will take place at the Las 

Placitas Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, 

December 10th at 7:00pm.  Doors will open at 

6:00 pm for refreshments and the Placitas 

Mothers’ Day Out Program will have a silent 

auction. The auction items will be available for 

preview today after worship.  Contributions of 

cash or food is encouraged for the Casa Rosa 

Food Bank.  

                     ____________________ 

 
Duke Ellington’s Sacred Music 

Concert 
Friday, December 13: 7pm-  

Doors open at 6:30pm  

Location: LPPC Sanctuary 

Refreshments will be served 

 

___________________ 

 

Christmas Joy Offering 

By supporting the Assistance Program of the 

Board of Pensions (BOP), the Christmas Joy 

Offering honors the faithfulness of current and 

retired church workers and their families in need.  

Thanks in part to support from this Offering, 

church workers can receive critical financial 

assistance to support them through life’s 

challenging circumstances.  These generous 

actions bear witness to our faithful response to 

God’s charge to love on another as Christ 

commanded.   

We will receive the Christmas Joy Offering on 

Sunday, December 22nd.   

 

 

 

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of 

community-based preventive health screenings, 

is pleased to offer a preventive health event at Las 

Placitas Presbyterian Church on 1/9/2020.  Five 

screenings will be offered that scan for potential 

health problems related to: blocked arteries which 

is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic 

aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; 

hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a 

strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation 

or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to 

stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men 

and women, used to assess the risk of 

osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package 

which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis 

screening from $149 ($139 with our member 

discount).  All five screenings take 60-90 minutes 

to complete.  There are three ways to register 

for this event and to receive a $10 discount off 

any package priced above $129, please call 

toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or 

visit http://lifelinescreening.com/communityci

rcle or text the word circle to 797979 

_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

Winter Solstice Celebration 
At Las Placitas Presbyterian 

Church 
 

The 22st Annual Candlelight Poetry 
Reading will be Friday, Dec. 22nd, 2019 

7:00pm 

 
 

http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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Interested in Teaching Sunday School?                                                                                                                        

Many hearts and hands are needed to guide our 

children through the weekly Bible stories.  

Orientation, training, and curriculum guides with 

ready-made lessons are all available.  Our 

children will make you smile and will feed your 

soul.  Interested?  Please call Sally Gosnell (505) 

771-0481 

 

 

Personnel Committee Announcement: 

With gratitude for Dana Howarth's service to 

LPPC as she ends her term as Youth Coordinator 

and moves on to other responsibilities, we 

announce a search for Dana's successor.  This 

part-time position involves creatively 

coordinating activities with and for the church's 

youth group.  Details are available from the 

Church Office.  Challenges guaranteed.  You 

bring the fun! 

                      ____________________ 

Farewell 

Thank you for the kind words and gifts I have 

received from members of the LPPC.  I have 

been truly blessed to work with such a beautiful 

community.  Thank you and many blessings to 

all of you.    

 -Jennifer Vargas 

                      ____________________ 

 

 

MEMBER PROFILE 

MARILYN KNUDSEN 

 
Marilyn was born in Kenosha, WI. Her parents 

are offspring of Scandinavian immigrants. She 

went to school in Racine County while living on 

a farm with relatives during the week and 

returning home to Kenosha on weekends. She 

graduated from Waukesha South HS. One year 

into college at U of WI-Madison, Marilyn flew to 

London for the summer. After an unpleasant stint 

as an au pair at a B&B in Hastings on the English 

Channel, she returned to London and thru an 

employment agency secured a most interesting 

job working with a film maker and author, a 

cinematographer and a magazine publisher. She 

learned so much about English history, 

architecture, film, film history and people that 

summer, also being able to go along to the filming 

locations. It was one of the most interesting 

summers of her life and lasting relationships were 

formed. Over time, they lost touch. She would 

love to be in contact with them again. Two of 

those people later won Academy Awards. 

 

Marilyn didn’t return to college to complete her 

education until the late 1980s. Her most 

significant employment during those years was as 

a para-legal for a Madison, WI law firm for 13 

years. During this time she also joined the 

Wisconsin National Guard. For most of her 

service she was a Legal Clerk for her field 

hospital unit. In order to advance her career she 

went into active duty to attend nursing school. 

After 11 years in the National Guard she 

transferred to the 44th General Army Reserve 

Hospital in Madison for 5 more years. In 1988 she 

returned to college to complete her BS degrees in 

Landscape Architecture and Horticulture at UW-

Madison.  

 

Marilyn met Roberto when he was teaching an 

anthropology course she took.  They became 

reacquainted when she needed a Dean’s advice.  

In 1991 her Reserve unit was activated to support 

the Persian Gulf War while Roberto stayed 

stateside. Luckily she was sent to Landstuhl, 

Germany where she served as an ICU nurse 

caring for the most badly wounded soldiers. 

Marilyn and Roberto became engaged when she 

returned 6 months later. They married in 1995 

after her graduation and Marilyn started her 

landscape architecture career at a local firm. Six 

years later the call to NM was too strong and they 

moved to ABQ in Jan, 2001. They were both 
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more than ready to leave the harsh winters of WI. 

Roberto had lived in Durango, CO for 10 years 

and Marilyn’s parents had moved to Phoenix so 

they were very familiar with the SW – the culture 

really resonated with them. Marilyn worked for 

an ABQ landscape architectural firm. After living 

in an apartment for 1 year their realtor thought 

they might like Placitas, which they immediately 

did. In 2002 they found a home and have been 

here ever since. 

 

Her current hobbies and passions are design, 

whether landscape or architecture, and working 

with clay. She takes an ongoing ceramics class 

from a Corrales friend where they’ve built some 

interesting pieces, which she finds to be “most 

fun”. She is thinking of learning to throw next. 

She would also like to learn woodworking from 

her friend’s husband so she can learn to build 

useful things like tool sheds and raised planting 

beds. Her travels beyond England and Germany 

include trips to Hawaii, Canada, Mexico, 

Ecuador and Venezuela. 

 

The person Marilyn would most like to meet is 

Martin Luther King. He is her hero in so many 

ways and she thinks he was one of the most 

spiritually evolved persons there ever was. Her 

bucket list includes a visit to San Sebastian and 

Bilbao, Spain plus the entire Basque County of 

Spain, and Denmark where her father’s ancestors 

were/are. Her Mom’s ancestry comes from 

Sweden but for some reason Marilyn is more 

drawn to Denmark. Marilyn would also love to 

return to Germany and visit Cuba, China and 

Africa.  

 

In case of a fire, Marilyn would grab her family 

photos, her external hard drive and her AutoCad 

discs. At more than $4K for the program, she says 

she would not want to lose those! Her favorite 

things include the view from their house and the 

privilege of living here. Everything else is 

replaceable, although her many books, art, her 

iPad and phone are also high on her list! 

 

They were drawn to LPPC thru a process of 

evolving spiritually for several years and one day 

while walking their dogs, their friends and 

neighbors, Mike and Georgia Edminster, said 

they were thinking of checking out the little 

church in Placitas. The rest is history. They keep 

returning because of the experience of being 

there. She used to think the sermon was the heart 

of the service but since watching the children 

each week, she also very much enjoys the 

children-pastor interaction and watching the kids 

grow. She also loves the music that Mindy and 

Elliot give us. Marilyn wishes someone would 

play the organ to fill the sanctuary with its 

enormous sound of “church”. 

 

Marilyn currently works with Chris Mink and Jill 

Hensley on the grounds and garden with help 

from Mickey and Karen and other helpers who 

somehow just appear when needed most.  

 

Marilyn loves music, has a passion for animals 

and this exquisite planet our dear Lord gave us, 

and protecting it. In 2004 Roberto and Marilyn 

embarked on a memorable and important life 

experience. They thought becoming alpaca 

breeders would be an interesting retirement 

endeavor so they began learning all they could. In 

2005 they purchased their first 3 bred females. 

Unfortunately they bought them at peak market 

value just before the 2008 market crash. They 

could not move forward with buying ranch 

property because they could not sell their Placitas 

home. They had grown their herd to 11 beautiful 

animals of top-quality breeding stock but the cost 

of boarding them was prohibitive so they had to 

sell the entire herd in 2009. Apparently being 

ranchers wasn’t their mission and they are 

delighted to still live in Placitas.  

Wendy Ingram & Joan Chewning 


