
 

 

 

 

Pastor's message about COVID related 
changes for worship and fellowship  
May 13, 2021 

 

 

Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

My friends, scripture tells us that after God had promised Moses 
that he would lead his people out of slavery to a land flowing with 
milk and honey, God lead him up to the top of a mountain called 
Nebo. There, Moses could see the Promised Land laying out 
before him. Moses died before he could lead God’s people into the 
Promised Land, but before he died, he was at least able to see 
where God’s people were going in all its majesty and glory. 

Today, while we are not yet in the Promised Land with COVID-19, 
we are at least standing on Mount Nebo with Moses where we can 
glimpse the Promised Land. We can see the day coming when this 
pandemic will be in the past. We are not there yet, but according to 
NMDOH, Sandoval County has now entered a Turquoise stage. 
This means that we can now relax even more restrictions for our 
worship and fellowship at LPPC. 

On Monday, the Health and Safety Committee proposed some 
changes to our COVID related guidelines and they were 
subsequently approved by the Session. These changes, which 
reflect a commitment for each of us to assess our individual and 
household risks, as well as to consider each other’s health and 
well-being are as follows: 

·         We will no longer be taking reservations for Sunday worship. 
If you are comfortable coming to church on Sunday morning, then 
please come. We would love to see you! 

·         We will no longer be marking off spaces where people can 
and cannot sit in the sanctuary. Please use your own judgment 
about where you are comfortable sitting. (Also, please see the 
latest HSC email for the CDC’s chart ‘Choosing Safer Activities’ for 

 



recommendations on a variety of activities for vaccinated or non-
vaccinated people.) 

·         We will no longer have screeners who check your 
temperature on Sunday morning and ask you health related 
questions. In lieu of this, we are asking that each person familiarize 
themselves with these health questions and stay at home if you 
can answer “yes” to any of them. (Please see the latest HSC email 
for this list of questions). 

·         We will be having Fellowship Hour after church each 
Sunday, but for now it will be outside with prepackaged food and 
beverages. You are also asked to continue to wear a mask during 
Fellowship Hour unless you are eating or drinking. 

These are all the changes to our worship and fellowship for now, 
but I think I speak for everyone at the HSC and Session when I say 
that we anticipate other changes will be coming in the very near 
future. For now, however, we are maintaining the following 
guidelines: 

·         We will not be shaking hands or hugging during worship or 
fellowship hour 

·         We will not be passing offering or communion plates during 
worship. We will continue to use prepackaged communion kits and 
leave an offering plate outside of the sanctuary. 

·         We will not be singing during worship. (Although humming is 
acceptable). 

·         We will still be wearing masks during worship and fellowship 
hour. 

If you are interested in more information about why we think these 
changes are the appropriate ones to make at this time, as well as 
more specific guidelines to maintain your safety at this time, I would 
again urge you to read the HSC message of May 12, 2021. But the 
most important thing to remember at this time is that this pandemic 
is not yet over. While God has allowed us to see the Promised 
Land, we are not there yet. So let us continue to act responsibly 
and carefully, and we will finally be in the Promised Land in God’s 
time. 



Blessings, 

 

Pastor Rich 

 

 

 

   

 


