
 

 

 

 

An invitation to the Ash Wednesday 
service , February 17, 2021   

 

Saludos en el nombre de Jesucristo! 

Well, believe it or not, it is already February and we are now more 
than one month into 2021. Since we are now in February, I thought 
I would take this opportunity to invite all of you to our Ash 
Wednesday service at 7pm on Wednesday, February 17th over 
Zoom. 

As you may know, Ash Wednesday is the first day of the forty day 
season of Lent. Lent is a time to reflect on our personal and 
corporate sins against God and a time of rededicating our lives to 
God’s purposes through more faithful Christian discipleship. We 
use ashes to begin the season of Lent because ashes are an 
ancient symbol of “penance”, or expressing sorrow to God. 

In Ash Wednesday services, it is traditional for the pastor or 
whoever is leading worship to use ashes to make the sign of the 
cross on the forehead of each person in the congregation.  The 
ashes are also traditionally made from the burning of the palm 
fronds used the previous year in the Palm Sunday service, 
(something, by the way, that your pastor didn’t know until he was in 
Seminary). 

This year, since we are having our service over Zoom, 
unfortunately I will miss the opportunity to make the sign of the 
cross on each of your foreheads. But we will be doing something to 
make this year’s service as traditional as possible. We will still be 
burning last year’s palm fronds to make ashes, and at a certain 
point in the service, we will all use the ashes to make the sign of 
the cross on our own foreheads. Now, at this point, I know you 
must be asking “But Pastor Rich, where will we get these ashes?” 
I’m so glad you asked! The ashes will be available in individual 
sealed bags for each person attending the service beginning on 

 



Wednesday, February 10. So, if you plan to take part in the 
service, simply come by the church at some point between 
February 10 and February 17 to pick up your own individual cup of 
ashes.      

I hope you all will take part in what is sure to be a beautiful Ash 
Wednesday service. I also wish all of you a reflective and deeply 
meaningful season of Lent. 

This Sunday, our scripture readings are Isaiah 40:21-31 and First 
Corinthians 9: 19-23. My sermon is titled “All Things to All People?” 
I look forward to seeing all of you at 9am on Zoom. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rich 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is inviting you to a scheduled 
Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Las Placitas Presbyterian Church’s Sunday Service 
Time: 9:00am 

 

   

 


