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A Message from the LPPC Health & Safety Committee 
 

August 23, 2021 

 
********************************************* 

“I am enough of an artist to draw freely upon my imagination. Imagination is more important than 
knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles the world.”  

― Albert Einstein 
********************************************* 
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A Note from the Parish Associate  

  

It’s hard to believe that we’re closing in on the end of the summer, and Labor Day! It has been wonderful 
to see a good number of you in person this summer, and on zoom. Our LPPC church community has 
represented one of the most important anchors in my life, since relocating south of Santa Fe years ago. 
When I first walked into LPPC, I was greeted by Elizabeth Lyman (Interim Pastor), Jerri Frantzve (former 
Clerk of Session), Charlotte Lowry (who, with Ellen Baker, were our own forces of nature that developed 
Casa Rosa). There were others as well. I felt so warmly welcomed, I wanted to come back. And come 
back I did! 
 

At-A-Glance:  Important phone numbers and resources for New Mexico 

 

o Coronavirus hotline: 1-855-600-3453 
o For non-health related COVID-19 related questions: 1-833-551-0518 
o Senior food hotline: 1-800-432-2080 
o List of COVID-19 testing sites: https://cv.nmhealth.org/public-health-screening-and-testing/ 
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Many of you know that my primary work is consulting with a wide variety of community building 
initiatives that help communities develop behavioral health networks, programs to serve older adults, 
and community schools initiatives. I’m working now with statewide initiatives focused on rebuilding our 
communities from the health and economic impacts of COVID. I am often on zoom calls with state 
leaders, who are anticipating another surge. In fact, I’m often on way too many zoom calls!!  
 
If we’re looking at another surge, I’m hoping that each and every one of us can reach out to at least a 
handful of people we know in the church, especially those we haven’t seen in awhile, to connect and 
check on how they’re doing. We are a deeply compassionate and connectional church. Am trusting that 
our Pastor, Rich, will be burning up the telephone lines, email and safe meetings, and the Deacons will 
be involved with the same, so that each of us is reached by and reaches out to multiple others who care. 
 
My hope and trust are that the Spirit of God will find new ways of working in and through all of us – 
individually and together.  
 
With deep thanks to each of you for your part in this community, 
 
Rev. Dr. Anne Hays Egan 
 

 

 

Trusted Source Updates (CDC, NMDOH, FDA, NM Governor) 

 

1. CDC updates  

• CDC announces ‘third doses’ of the COVID vaccine for immunologically compromised individuals 
o Immunocompromised people are immune deficient due to:  

▪ a transplant and immunosuppressive therapy 
▪ active treatment for certain cancers 
▪ advanced or untreated HIV infection 
▪ active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids 
▪ certain other medical conditions or medications 

o These doses will be available soon 

• CDC announces COVID vaccine ‘boosters’ to be available for the general public   

o This announcement expands the availability of additional vaccine doses to act as booster shots for 
the general public 

o The recommendation is that fully vaccinated individuals (those who have had 2 doses of Pfizer or 
Moderna, or the single-dose J&J) should plan to receive a booster shot 8 months after the final 
dose received (this time interval allows your body to fully respond to your previous injections by 
producing its own army of anti-viral antibodies)  

o Boosters for the general public will begin in September for those receiving their previous final dose 
in January 2021 

o Please mark your calendars and watch for news of how and where this rollout will take place!  

2. FDA updates 
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• August 23, 2021 - FDA fully approves Pfizer COVID vaccine for ages 16+ 
o The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has just fully approved the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, which 

will now be marketed as Comirnaty (koe-mir’-na-tee), for individuals 16 years of age and older. The 
vaccine also continues to be available under emergency use authorization (EUA), including for 
individuals 12 through 15 years of age and for the administration of a third dose in certain 
immunocompromised individuals. 

o The FDA Comissioner stated: “While this and other vaccines have met the FDA’s rigorous, 
scientific standards for emergency use authorization, as the first FDA-approved COVID-19 
vaccine, the public can be very confident that this vaccine meets the high standards for safety, 
effectiveness, and manufacturing quality the FDA requires of an approved product…. The FDA 
approval of a vaccine may now instill additional confidence to get vaccinated. Today’s milestone 
puts us one step closer to altering the course of this pandemic in the U.S.”  

o See:  https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-covid-19-vaccine 

3. NMDOH updates 
 

• August 17, 2021 – New Public Health Order  
NMDOH issued a new Public Health Order, replacing the one issued on August 1, to be in effect until 
mid-September.  The primary points of relevance for individuals and non-profits such as churches are: 
 
o All individuals 2 years of age and older shall wear a mask or multilayer cloth face covering in all 

indoor public settings except when eating or drinking.  
o All businesses and establishments and non-profit entities must adhere to the pertinent COVID-safe 

practices.  
 

• August 17, 2021 – NMDOH Press Conference 
 

o Slides available at https://cv.nmhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021.8.17-Covid-Press-
Conference-DRS-Final.pdf  
 

o Some interesting data from the slides:  
 

• NM vaccinations as of August 17 

• 18+ years old:  74.9% at least one shot, 65.9 fully vaxxed 

• 12-17 years: 55% of at least one shot, 42.1% fully vaxxed 

• 11 counties are still less than 50% fully vaxxed (44.1%) 

• # New cases (state) 

• Aug 20 - 871 

• Aug 19 - 968 

• Aug 18 – 878 

• Aug 17 – 749 

• Aug 16 -1776 (3-day, ave 592/day) 
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• Test positivity rates (the desired target is 7.5% or below) 

o Statewide 

▪ Aug 16 – 9.0%  

▪ July 8 – 2.5% 

o Counties as of Aug 16 

▪ Sandoval 4.97% 

▪ Bernalillo 6.64% 

 

LPPC News and Information 

 

1. LPPC Update 
 

LPPC members and friends care very much about our families, ourselves and each other.  Please 
remember that vaccinated individuals may be infected while experiencing few or no symptoms, yet can 
still infect others.   
 
- If you’re feeling unwell or have any symptoms that could be COVID, please don’t come to church 
- If you have any symptoms or been exposed to someone with COVID please get tested and self-isolate 

unless/until you receive negative test results 
- Before you come to church please remember to evaluate your own risk  
- Practice distancing and other protective measures accordingly   

 

A Moment for Reflection  

 

In this space we share, with each HSC message, an additional ray of hope and lightness.  Today’s poem, In One 
Era & Out the Other, was written by Sam Levenson.  Levenson grew up the youngest of eight children in a 
large Jewish immigrant family in New York and became a well-known American humorist, writer, teacher, 
television host and journalist.   
 
 

In One Era & Out the Other 
 

For attractive lips, speak words of kindness. 

For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people. 

For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry. 

For beautiful hair, let a child run his fingers through it once a day. 

For poise, walk with the knowledge you’ll never walk alone. 

 

We leave you a tradition with a future. 

The tender loving care of human beings will never become obsolete. 

People even more than things have to be restored, renewed, revived, reclaimed  
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and redeemed and redeemed and redeemed. 

Never throw out anybody. 

 

Remember, if you ever need a helping hand, you’ll find one at the end of your arm. 

As you grow older, you will discover that you have two hands:  

one for helping yourself, the other for helping others. 

 

Your “good old days” are still ahead of you, may you have many of them.”  

 

― Sam Levenson  
---------------------------------- 

LPPC Contacts 

LPPC Pastors 

Rev. Dr. Richard Holmes, Pastor (pastor@lasplacitaschurch.org; 505-867-5718)  

Rev. Dr. Anne Hays Egan, Parish Associate (Anne@newventuresconsulting.net, 505-699-7706) 

 

LPPC Health and Safety Committee 

Jacque Fletcher, Chair (jacqueline.fletcher@okstate.edu; 505-508-5721); Elizabeth Dickson 
(el_dickson45@hotmail.com; 505-980-6934), Anne Hays Egan (Anne@newventuresconsulting.net, 505-
699-7706), Leigh Plante (nlprn@aol.com; 505-514-8838) 


