
A Message from the LPPC Health & Safety Committee 
 

May 4, 2020 

 
Dear friends,  
  
Is the “new normal” finally starting to feel more familiar? Have your days become more predictable?  
 
We can’t get too comfortable with that, though; our COVID-19 situation continues to change and to 
provide different challenges.  In this message we report (see below) that Governor Michelle Lujan 
Grisham has announced a plan for very limited re-opening of certain businesses and services, with 
additional ones to follow at such time that certain health and safety criteria have been met in New 
Mexico.  As the Governor acknowledged, this is not going to be an easier time for many of us because in 
this next period we’ll need to think much more carefully about our activities and remember that the 
primary responsibility for our own health is ourselves, making wise and informed decisions.  
 
Our faith and our LPPC community continue to be sources of strength, inspiration and hope.  Take a look 
below at the amazing things going on in the church these days – no, not the church building but rather 
the people that constitute the church!  
 
And stay well.  
 

********************************************’ 
 

“I shall pass this way but once; any good that I can do or any kindness I can show to any human being; 
let me do it now.”  - Quaker missionary Etienne de Grellet 

 
********************************************* 
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At-A-Glance:  Important phone numbers and resources for New Mexico 

 

o Coronavirus hotline: 1-855-600-3453 
o For non-health related COVID-19 related questions: 1-833-551-0518 
o Senior food hotline: 1-800-432-2080 
o List of COVID-19 testing sites: https://cv.nmhealth.org/public-health-screening-and-testing/ 

 



Trusted Source Updates (CDC, NMDOH, FDA, NM Governor) 

 Office of the Governor (4-30-20):  State extends modified stay-home order but enters 
“Preparation Phase” for safe re-opening 

New Mexico enters “Preparation Phase” for safe reopening.  New Mexico state leadership on 
Thursday announced the extension of the state’s emergency public health order through May 15 as 
the COVID-19 pandemic remains a grave risk to residents of all ages and all communities across New 
Mexico. The order allows for partial re-openings for business operations deemed non-essential to 
health, safety and welfare.  For more see explanation at   https://cv.nmhealth.org/2020/04/30/stay-
at-home-order-extended/. 
 

 Governor Lujan Grisham’s April 30, 2020, press conference graphics at 
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/april-30th-covid-19-press-conference-graphics/.  
 

LPPC News and Information 

 Some new financial considerations for LPPC in the time of COVID-19 (repeat – still important!)  
The Federal Government’s stimulus bill will soon give most Americans additional funds.  For those 
LPPC members who may see this as an unexpected windfall, would you consider giving some or all 
of these funds to the church? Although we hope that members are continuing their tithing, we may 
soon see a budget shortfall with the closure of all activities in the building. Funds received in this 
way would be used to supplement our employees’ salaries and for other needs of our members 
during the economic fallout of this pandemic.  Thank you for considering!  
 

 Grocery shopping and delivery still available!  Call Jordan Barnard to set up your delivery (505) 263-
2760. 

LPPC Member Stories and Photos of Coping in This Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How Are YOU Coping?  

Several LPPC members are coping with COVID-19 stresses and challenges by heading for the hills – hiking, that is!  
Here are Music Director Elliot Smith with his wife Maria and son Desmond on a recent outing. Another day found 

Associate Pastor Anne Hayes Eagan and Diane Herrera Shepard pulling on their hiking boots for a romp through the 
Sandias! 

Anyone else hiking these days? 

 

https://cv.nmhealth.org/2020/04/30/stay-at-home-order-extended/
https://cv.nmhealth.org/2020/04/30/stay-at-home-order-extended/
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/april-30th-covid-19-press-conference-graphics/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The New LPPC Septic System is In!!! 

Lotsa digging going on at LPPC! Building Committee Chair Diane Herrera Shepard and a host of able helpers (Steve 
Chewning, Leland Bowen, Barry Barker, and others), along with a professional septic team, are excited to announce 

the completion of this very important project! Furthermore, despite early concerns, we did NOT lose either the 
playground or the handicapped parking spaces! Thanks everybody!  

 
                Installation of massive trench through playground.            The new septic tank being lowered into place. 

   

 
LPPC Cross Gets Needed Restoration 

While completing septic system work Diane Shepard and 
Leland Bowen discovered dry rot and weakening of the 

beautiful wooden and metal cross that graces our north-
facing wall. A Placitas friend, Art Flynn, has volunteered to 
reconstruct the wooden elements using weather-resistant 
wood and our beloved cross will soon be back in place and 

better than ever!  

 

 

 
Lunch on the Porch 

Jackie and Carl Allen took lunch over to Sue Hoff on Friday, May 
1, for a picnic on Sue’s front porch.  Jackie says that maintaining 

safe distancing did not hamper the wonderful experience of 
seeing one another! We’re all pulling for you, Sue!! 

 

 



What is it that gives YOU power for the journey? Would you share a photo showing a favorite coping 
strategy? What kindness have you observed?  
 We’d like to include your answers in our next HSC message mailing!  Please email your stories, pictures 
and thoughts to: Jacque Fletcher (jacqueline.fletcher@okstate.edu) 

 

LPPC Contacts 

LPPC Pastors 

Bill Humphreys, Interim Pastor (wwhumphreys@aol.com, 262-853-4918); Ken Cuthbertson, Parish 
Associate (scotscotnm@aol.com, 505-256-1162); Anne Hays Egan, Parish Associate 
(aegan@cybermesa.com, 505-699-7706) 

 

LPPC Health and Safety Committee 

Jacque Fletcher, Chair (jacqueline.fletcher@okstate.edu; 505-508-5721); Don Collins 
(ripleyescapade21@gmail.com; 505-288-5610); Elizabeth Dickson (el_dickson45@hotmail.com; 505-
980-6934), Anne Hays Egan (aegan@cybermesa.com; 505-699-7706), Pat Thorpe (placitas@icloud.com; 
505-400-9046 

A Moment for Reflection  

In this space we share, with each HSC message, an additional ray of hope and lightness.  Today’s 
selection, by Catherine M. O’Meara, a retired teacher, was published on March 16, 2020, on the blog 
“The Daily Round” (https://the-daily-round.com/2020/03/16/in-the-time-of-pandemic/).    
 

In the Time of Pandemic 
-Catherine M. O’Meara 
 
And the people stayed home.  
 
And they read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art, and played games, and 
learned new ways of being, and were still. 
 
And they listened more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. 
And the people began to think differently.  
 
And the people healed.  
 
And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth 
began to heal.  
 
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses, and made 
new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they 
had been healed. 
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