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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

 

 ~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

     

֍  If you are interested in helping with the Presbytery meeting on October 15, please meet 
with Kelly Holmes in the library after church to discuss preparing for the meeting.  

    ֍  At the Jardineros meeting this Wednesday, September 7, at 9:30 am, Roger will be giving 
a presentation titled “Placitas’ Place in the Earth’s History: 4,500,000,000 years in 45 
minutes”. Please come out and support Roger as he talks about the geological history of 
our area in what is sure to be a fascinating presentation. 

    ֍  On Thursday, September 8th, at 10 am at LPPC Roxanne Westdyk and Cheryl Ferrell 
 would like to invite you to help with the cutting of Christmas Stockings for the shelters at 
 the border. They hope to cut out enough material and organize it for the sewists to        
 complete approximately 300 stockings . You can come and go as you like but you may 
 want to  pack a lunch. If you have any red, white, or green felt to donate, it would be  
 greatly appreciated. All other supplies will be there, including several die cutters Roxie 
 will provide. We look forward to getting together in the pursuit of helping to bring some 
 joy to the children in migrant shelters in Juarez at Christmas. 
    ֍ Beginning on September 11, we will be returning to our fall schedule with two services 
 at 8:30 am and 10:30 am. The 10:30 service will be followed by an International Potluck 
 Dinner. Please sign up to bring your favorite international dish! Also, if you plan on 
 attending this event, please Rsvp by calling the church office at 505-867-5718 or email
 ing Karen at administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org. 
    ֍ There will be a service to celebrate Catherine Harris’ life and witness to the 
 resurrection of our Lord on Saturday, September 17th at 11:00 am. 
    ֍ On September 18, the Rev. Dr. Ken Cuthbertson will be teaching an adult forum about our 

Presbytery and form of government at 9:30 am. If you have questions about what 
Presbyteries are and what they do, this is the forum for you!  

    ֍ We will be hosting the Presbytery of Santa Fe for their stated meeting on October 15. If 
you would like to help with preparation for this meeting, please call Karen in the office or 
Kelly Holmes at 803-312-5145. You can also email Kelly at 
kelly_postmaholmes@yahoo.com 

    ֍ There will be a brief Memorial Service to celebrate the life of David Walker after the 
10:30 am service on October 16th. 

  

  

  

  
  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

September 4, 2022                   Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost                                       9:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 
cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                          Rich Holmes 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS   

Donna Ebers and Sarah Moore are joining Las Placitas Presbyterian Church by reaffirmation of 
faith. 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 1)    

One: Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path that sinner tread, 
or sit in the seat of scoffers. 

Many: But their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on God’s law they meditate day and 
night. 

One: They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season. 

Many: Their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

*OPENING HYMN #302 El Himnario “Dios de Amor y Dios de Gloria”                   Elliot Smith        
“God of Grace and God of Glory”     

CALL TO CONFESSION                                      Virginia Watkins 

Beloved of God, if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive us and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. As we trust in this promise, let us now pray the prayer of confession.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                  Virginia Watkins 

God of light and truth, in Christ you give us new life with you. Forgive us for living in 
accordance with our old lives of darkness that takes so many forms: neglect, abuse, envy, 
arrogance, hatred, greed, deceit, cruelty, and laziness. Forgive us for so many things we have 
done and so many more things we have left undone.   



Draw us once more into your marvelous light through your unconditional love. Help us to 
trust in Christ’s victory over sin and death, so that we may live righteously and abundantly 
in the fullness of communion with you and all your people. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                Virginia Watkins 

As one who experienced the wonder of God’s forgiveness, the apostle Paul declared “I have been 
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.” Know that because 
we too have been crucified with Christ our sins are also forgiven and be at peace.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

 * SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 
another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 
greeting  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Ale- luia   alleluia 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                 Mindy Sampson  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
One: Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life!  
All: Help us now to hear and obey what you say to us today. Through Christ, our Lord, 
Amen.  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
One: Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life!  
All: Help us now to hear and obey what you say to us today. Through Christ, our Lord, 
Amen.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                  Deuteronomio 30: 15-20 
Spanish Liturgist: Rich Holmes 
 »Miren, hoy les doy a elegir entre la vida y el bien, por un lado, y la muerte y el mal, por el otro. Si 
obedecen lo que hoy les ordeno, y aman al Señor su Dios, y siguen sus caminos, y cumplen sus 
mandamientos, leyes y decretos, vivirán y tendrán muchos hijos, y el Señor su Dios los bendecirá en el 
país que van a ocupar. Pero si no hacen caso de todo esto, sino que se dejan arrastrar por otros dioses para 
rendirles culto y arrodillarse ante ellos, en este mismo momento les advierto que morirán sin falta, y que 
no estarán mucho tiempo en el país que van a conquistar después de haber cruzado el Jordán. En este día 
pongo al cielo y a la tierra por testigos contra ustedes, de que les he dado a elegir entre la vida y la 
muerte, y entre la bendición y la maldición. Escojan, pues, la vida, para que vivan ustedes y sus 



descendientes; amen al Señor su Dios, obedézcanlo y séanle fieles, porque de ello depende la vida de 
ustedes y el que vivan muchos años en el país que el Señor juró dar a Abraham, Isaac y Jacob, 
antepasados de ustedes.» 

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 
“See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments 
of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his 
ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become 
numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your 
heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare 
to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the 
Jordan to enter and possess.  I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you 
life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving 
the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so 
that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob.”  
 
READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                                   Luke 14: 25-33 
English liturgist: Virginia Watkins 
Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes to me and 
does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be 
my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to 
ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to 
wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to 
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then while the other is still far 
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace.  So therefore, none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 

One: The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God. 

 Solo                                        “How Majestic Is Thy Name”                                                                                                                       

Judie Hendry, flute; Mindy Sampson, piano; Elliot Smith, bongos 

SERMON                                     “Is Jesus an Immoralist?”                                        Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

INSTALLATION OF ELDER JANICE LANGDALE 
Statement on Ordination and Installation         
Announcement of Candidates to be Installed        
Constitutional Questions to the Candidate     
Questions to the Congregation       



Prayer of Installation        
Declaration of Installation        
Welcome and Charge to the Newly Installed     

HYMN OF CELEBRATION #192 “Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining”           Elliot Smith 
Shine, Jesus, Shine 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional version) Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.  

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
One: Gracious God, we bring these tithes and offerings and the gifts of wine and bread to your 
table, knowing that to share our gifts at your table is to dedicate them to you.  
All: And we remember that whatever face we find at this table is truly the face of Christ. In 
his name we pray, Amen.  

SHARING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Invitation  
Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup  
Participating in the Sacrament  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING    
All: Almighty God, in the sharing of this one loaf and one cup, we are made one with your 
church in every time and place. May we continue to share your gifts and live as one people 
in the name of Jesus, until the day your reign is complete. Amen.  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

*CLOSING HYMN #770  “I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table”                                   Elliot Smith 
 *CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                        

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 



 

Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                               9/4/22  Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost 
               9:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 
       Planning for Presbytery Stated Meeting 
                         7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                         9/5/22           Labor Day 

 Tuesday                  9/6/22            
 Wednesday                  9/7/22         9:30 am Jardineros:Placitas Community Library            
 Thursday                  9/8/22         7:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting       
         Friday                    9/9/22          
 Saturday                9/10/22         9:00 am PAS Art Installation 
 Sunday                   9/11/22            Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
               8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   
      Room    
             10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   
       International Potluck  

                    7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

   This week  September 11  September 18 

Spanish Liturgist Rich Holmes  Dana Howarth  Mike Edminster 
English Liturgist Virginia Watkins Anna Howarth  Janice Langdale 
Ushers   Dawn Wolfe  Phyllis Broome  Leigh Plante 
   Sue Hoff  Greg Filip  Dave Plante 
Refreshments  Kelly Holmes  International  Jacque Fletcher 
      Potluck   Don Turton 
  

     
  

  

  

  



  

  

 Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner, Janice Langdale 
Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 

Deacons:   
Class of 2023:  Greg Filip, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 
Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 



  

  

 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 9:30 am 

Gather for conversation and food after the 9:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

