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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 

service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 

week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

Good morning!  

Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

Please wave to others during the Sharing of the Peace, sorry no hugging! (yet) 

Please wear a mask while inside the building. 

  

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

۞ Welcome to our special guest musician, John Partridge! 

۞ Welcome to Judy Labovitz with the Children’s Grief Center. 

۞ Today after the 10:30 Worship Service Session will begin meeting, once a month, with 

anyone wanting to know more about, or becoming a member of, LPPC. 

۞ On October 3, there will be a Worship Service in the Upper Room at 8:30 am. The 

outdoor service will be at Rotary Park in Bernalillo at 10:30 am. Please bring a bagged 

lunch. There will be a communion service with Kathy Westmoreland on Zoom at 4 pm.  

۞ “Voicing Our Vision” has been rescheduled to October 10th. Please note—there will be one 

Worship Service that day at 9:30 am. 

۞ The Stated Annual Meeting of the Presbytery of Santa Fe will be held online on Saturday, 

October 16th at 10 am. If you are interested in attending, please contact the church office 

and the link to register will be sent to you. 

  

 Please ponder this wonderful quote from Stewardship  

“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment to 

moment, is given you by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life 

exclusively to His service you could not give Him anything that was not in a sense His 

own already. So that when we talk of a man doing anything for God or giving anything to 

God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child going to its father and 

saying, ‘Daddy, give me six pence to buy you a birthday present.’ Of course, the father 

does, and he is pleased with the child's present. It is all very nice and proper, but only [a 

fool] would think that the father is sixpence to the good on the transaction.”   

- C.S. Lewis from Mere Christianity 



 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

September 26, 2021              Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost                               10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of 

the visitor cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 

*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 

microphone muted. 

~GATHERING AROUND THE WORD~     

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                             John Partridge 

WELCOME                                                                                                                    Rich Holmes  

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS, AND ANNIVERSARIES 

OPENING PRAYER                                                                     Sue Hoff and Anne Hays Egan 

One: We praise you for all your wonders, O God: for every star in the night sky, for every fish 

swimming in the ocean, for every insect creeping along the ground, for every bird soaring through 

the air. 

*All: We praise you in every language, in silence and in speech, in shouts and in whispers, in 

music, in poetry, in prose. In every way we know how, we praise you!   

INSTRUMENTAL INTROIT                                                                                 John Partridge 

RESPONSIVE READING    (from James 5)                                    Sue Hoff and Anne Hays Egan  

 

One: Are any among you suffering? Then they should pray. 

All: Are any among you cheerful? They should sing songs of praise.  
One: The prayer of faith will save the sick and the Lord will raise them up, and anyone who has 

committed sins will be forgiven. 

All: Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may 

be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.  
  

 

  



OPENING HYMN                           “Be Thou My Vision”                                         Elliot Smith 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                   Sue Hoff 

Beloved of God, hear the words of the Psalmist: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 

steadfast love. According to your mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my 

iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.”  Let us also pray that God will cleanse us from all our sins 

according to God’s love that never fails as we now pray the prayer of confession. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                   Anne Hays Egan 
 

Hear your children, Holy God, as we confess our sins to you. You offer us the security of 

your love, but we seek other comforts. You command us to love deeply, but we flinch from 

the challenge. You call us to follow in the footsteps of our Lord, but we wander off again and 

again.   
 

Forgive us, O God, we humbly pray. Write your law on our hearts and fill us with your Holy 

Spirit, that we might live in righteousness and glorify you in all we do, Amen.  

 

SILENT PRAYER 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                   Sue Hoff 

Brothers and sisters, though other words may condemn us, let us now hear the word of our Lord 

that comes to us from the apostle Paul: “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 

death.” Know that your sins are forgiven, and be at peace. Amen.  

 

 ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.  

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and with the world by waving to the other 

members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting.  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                            Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 

Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 

have for us today. 

 

 

 



 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                               Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9: 20-22 

English liturgist: Sue Hoff 

So, the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were 

drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be 

granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then 

Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life 

be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my people—that is my request. For we have 

been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold 

merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace, but no enemy can compensate for 

this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is 

he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and an enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then 

Haman was terrified before the king and the queen.  

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance to the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that 

Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty 

cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So, they hanged Haman on the gallows that 

he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated.  

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of 

King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the 

month of Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which 

the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from 

sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of 

feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor.  

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES Marcos 9: 38-41 

Spanish liturgist: Judie Hendry 

Juan le dijo:  

–Maestro, hemos visto a uno que expulsaba demonios en tu nombre, pero como no es de los 

nuestros, se lo hemos prohibido. 

Jesús contestó: 

 –No se lo prohíban, porque nadie que haga un milagro en mi nombre podrá luego hablar mal de 

mí. El que no está contra nosotros, está a nuestro favor. Cualquiera que les dé a ustedes aunque 

solo sea un vaso de agua por ser ustedes de Cristo, les aseguro que tendrá su premio. 

 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 

stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does 

a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not 

against us is for us. For truly, I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you 

bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.”  

 

 



Solo                                           “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”                                   Elliot Smith                                                                   

SERMON                               “Just Who Are the People of God?”                             Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (adapted from The Nicene Creed)                   Anne Hays Egan 
 

We believe in one God, the Creator, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 

that is seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Redeemer, Jesus Christ, the only Child of God, eternally begotten of the 

Creator, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, one 

in being with the Creator. Through Christ all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, Jesus Christ came down from heaven, was born of the Virgin 

Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit and became human. 

For our sake Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered, died and was buried. On the 

third day, Christ rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures, ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of God. Jesus Christ will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and the Reign of God will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from God the 

Creator, and Jesus Christ the Redeemer, who with the Creator and the Redeemer, is 

worshipped and glorified and who has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version, adapted) Our 

Lord God in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

OFFERING and OFFERTORY                                                                       

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                 Sue Hoff and Anne Hays Egan  

One: Almighty God, you give us families and friends that surround us with love; you bring forth 

food from the earth and sea. You give us minds to think of ways to help each other and overcome 

obstacles. You give us tongues to express your praise. 

*All: You bless us with all that we need, O God, and now we return these gifts to you as a 

sign of our thankfulness. Bless them and use them in Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

CLOSING HYMN                      “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                                   Elliot Smith 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                                              John Partridge  

*During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 

microphones muted.  

     

Weekly Calendar 

 Sunday                     9/27/21   18th Sunday after Pentecost 

             8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the garden 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

       Session meeting for potential members 

                             Noon Communications Committee Meeting 

 Monday               9/28/21                     

 Tuesday        9/29/21         8:30 am  Breakfast Discussion Group   

                       

   Wednesday        9/30/21                      

 Thursday        9/31/21          

 Friday          10/1/21 

 Saturday        10/2/21         9:00 am  Casa Rosa Food Distribution 

 Sunday           10/3/21   19th Sunday after Pentecost 

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Garden 

          10:30 am Joint Worship Service at Rotary Park 

       in Bernalillo  

            4:00 pm On-line Communion Service  

 Our thanks to……  

  English Liturgist  Sue Hoff 

  Spanish Liturgist  Judie Hendry 

  Refreshments   Jacque Fletcher 

      Don Turton  

  Offering Counters  Karen Cox 

      Virginia Watkins  

  



   

Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 

cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 

service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 

in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-

lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 

“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 

hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 

radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 

or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 

support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 

and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Phone:  505-867-5718 

The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 

The Rev. Dr. Anne Hays Egan, Parish Associate 505-867-5718 

Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  

Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Nicole Maderia and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 

mdodirectors@gmail.com                       

Accompanists:   

Mindy Sampson, Sally Curro  
  

Ruling Elders:  

Class of 2022: Jill Hensley, Trip Jennings, Roger Moose 

Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 

Class of 2024: Alison Beam, Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 
  

Deacons:   

Class of 2022: Yvonne Brown, Sue Hoff 

Class of 2023: Becky Margolies 

Class of 2024: Vivian deLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 

  

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 


