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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 

service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 

week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

  
Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

During the Sharing of the Peace, please wave to others 

Wearing a mask indoors is at your discretion 

  

  

  

 

 

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

   

    ֍ On Friday, volunteers for the Dignity Mission assembled 914 dignity kits and 66 

family kits for a total of 980 kits. Thank you for all your efforts!  

    ֍ There will be a congregational meeting immediately after the Worship Service 

today to elect a new Ruling Elder. 

    ֍ Session will be meeting on Monday, August 8th at 6:30pm. 

    ֍ There will be a Deacon’s meeting on Tuesday, August 9th at 6:30 pm. 

    ֍     On Saturday, August 20, from 10am to 2pm, the Presbytery of Santa Fe is having a 

Youth Service Day at Second Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque. All middle and 

high school youth are welcome to attend.  

    ֍ We are planning an International Potluck Dinner for September 11 after the 

10:30am worship service.   

    ֍ We will be hosting the Presbytery of Santa Fe for their stated meeting on October 

15. If you would like to help with preparation for this meeting, please call Karen in 

the office or Kelly Holmes at 803-312-5145. You can also email Kelly at 

kelly_postmaholmes@yahoo.com 

    ֍ We will be having a brief Memorial Service to celebrate the life of David Walker 

after church on October 16th. 

    ֍ We are still in need of volunteers who can teach Sunday school and in the nursery. 

Please call/email Pastor Rich or Karen in the office if you would like to help. 

    ֍ Mark your calendars for Dr. Roger Moose’s presentation at the Placitas Library! At 

the Jardineros meeting on September 7, at 9:30am, Roger will be giving a 

presentation titled “Placitas’ Place in the Earth’s History: 4,500,000,000 years 

in 45 minutes”. Please come out and support Roger as he talks about the 

geological history of our area in what is sure to be a fascinating presentation. 

  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

August 7, 2022                              Ninth Sunday after Pentecost                                         9:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 

cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 

*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                          Rich Holmes 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 33)    

One: Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people the Lord has chosen as God’s 

heritage.  

Many: The Lord looks down from heaven. God sees all humankind. 

One: From where God sits enthroned, God watches all the inhabitants of the earth, the Lord who 

fashioned the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. 

Many: Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 

*OPENING HYMN #79 El Himnario “Vuestras Cabezas Hoy Alzad”                       Elliot Smith 

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Might Gates”             

CALL TO CONFESSION                                             Jack Ferrell 

Friends, the proof of God’s amazing love is this. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

And because we have faith in Christ, we dare to approach God in confidence. In humility and faith, 

let us confess our sins with the confidence that God will forgive us.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                           Jack Ferrell 

How often we fall short of our calling, Almighty God! We are peacemakers when we do not 

feel threatened. We love those who will love us in return. We give generously when little is 

asked of us. We are righteous when our righteousness is applauded by others and obedient 

when obedience does not cost much.  

Forgive us, O God, for choosing the path that is easy when you require lives of excellence. 

Teach us to walk in your ways even when your ways are hard to follow and give us the 

wisdom to know your ways from ours. Amen.   

SILENT PRAYER 

 



ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                         Jack Ferrell 

Hear the good news. Jesus declared that God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but so the world might be saved through him. Know that our sins are forgiven and be at 

peace, Amen.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.  

* SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 

another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 

greeting  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Ale- luia   alleluia 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                 Mindy Sampson 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     

One: Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life!  

All: Help us now to hear and obey what you say to us today. Through Christ, our Lord, 

Amen.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                Génesis 15: 1-6 

Spanish Liturgist: Eloise Sanchez 

Después de esto, el Señor le habló a Abram en una visión y le dijo: 

—No tengas miedo, Abram, porque yo soy tu protector. Tu recompensa va a ser muy grande. 

Pero Abram le contestó: 

—Señor y Dios, ¿de qué me sirve que me des recompensa, si tú bien sabes que no tengo hijos? 

Como no me has dado ningún hijo, el heredero de todo lo que tengo va a ser Eliézer de Damasco, 

uno de mis criados. 

El Señor le contestó: 

—Tu heredero va a ser tu propio hijo, y no un extraño. 

Entonces el Señor llevó a Abram afuera, y le dijo: 

—Mira bien el cielo, y cuenta las estrellas, si es que puedes contarlas. Pues bien, así será el 

número de tus descendientes. 

Abram creyó al Señor, y por eso el Señor lo aceptó como justo. 

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 



After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 

am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 

give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram 

said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word 

of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall 

be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you 

are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed 

the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.  

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                 Romans 4: 13-22 

English liturgist: Jack Ferrell 

 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 

through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are 

to be the heirs, faith is null, and the promise is void.  For the law brings wrath, but where there is 

no law, neither is there transgression. 

For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share 

the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of 

many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 

calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 

become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants 

be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already  as good as 

dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust 

made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory 

to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore “it was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.”  

One: The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God. 

 Solo                                                                                                                                Elliot Smith  

SERMON                                    “Reckoned as Righteousness”                             Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

*RESPONSIVE HYMN #521       “In Remembrance of Me”                                               Elliot Smith                                     

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      

THE PRAYER OF JESUS (sung) by Richard Avery and Donald Marsh 

Our Father in Heaven, holy be your name. 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Do not lead us to temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen. (repeat) 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

DOXOLOGY  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

One: To you, O God, do we bring these tithes and offerings and the gifts of wine and bread. 

Take them and bless them, we pray. 

All: Bless them so they may be generously shared. Bless them so they may be given with 

loving hearts. Bless them so that the giving and sharing done with our hands may truly 

be done with your hands. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

SHARING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

Invitation  

The Great Thanksgiving 

One: The Lord be with you. 

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.  

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

One: It is truly right and our greatest joy…. 

Therefore, with all creation we sing your praise…. 

All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

One: You are holy, O God of majesty…..Great is the mystery of faith. 

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

One: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us…..Through Christ, with Christ, in 

Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor and yours, almighty God, now 

and forever. 

All: Amen. 



Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup  

Participating in the Sacrament  

Prayer after Communion     

One: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 

making us one with all your people. 

All: Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim your redeeming 

love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

*CLOSING HYMN #649                    “Amazing Grace”                                                       Elliot Smith 

 *CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                        

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                               8/7/22  Ninth Sunday of Pentecost 

               9:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

       Congregational Meeting 

                         7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                         8/8/22         6:30 pm Session  

 Tuesday                  8/9/22         6:30 pm Deacon’s Meeting      

 Wednesday                8/10/22                   

 Thursday                8/11/22          

         Friday                  8/12/22          

 Saturday                8/13/22          

 Sunday                   8/14/22            Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  

               9:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

                    7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

   This week  August 14  August 21 

Spanish Liturgist Eloise Sanchez  Elizabeth Dickson Geri Escarcida 

English Liturgist Jack Ferrell  Trip Jennings  Yvonne Brown Grant 

Ushers   Don Turton  Joyce Hoses  Richard Grant 

   Jacque Fletcher  Wendy Ingram  Yvonne Brown Grant 

Refreshments  Kelly Holmes  Greg Filip 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 



Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 

cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 

service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 

in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-

lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 

“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 

hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 

radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 

or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 

support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 

and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Phone:  505-867-5718 

The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 

Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  

Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 

mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   

Mindy Sampson 
  

Ruling Elders:  

Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 

Class of 2024: Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 

Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 

Deacons:   

Class of 2023:  Greg Filip, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 

Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 

Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 

  

  

 



 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 

of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 

Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 

Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 

Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 

to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 

Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 

Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 

Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 

Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 

established in the New Mexico Territory starting 

with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 

35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-

room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 

Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 

house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 

purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 

1930, a new church building was built in the same 

location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 

bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 

current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 

Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 

expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 

and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 

an inclusive community of all ages 

gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 

fellowship and spiritual growth. As 

members of the body of Christ, we 

celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 

seek to extend God’s love and promise 

through service, outreach, education, 

music, arts and witness. We are 

committed to peace and justice in the 

world, and to care for the earth as God’s 

gift to humankind.  

We cherish our origin as an early 

Spanish village mission church and 

honor this heritage in all of our 

activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 

governance, but welcome and support 

all people as they explore their personal 

life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 

“Where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 

STATEMENT 
OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

  

Sunday Worship 9:30 am 

Gather for conversation and food after the 9:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

