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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 

service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 

week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

Good morning!  

Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

Please wave to others during the Sharing of the Peace, sorry no hugging! (yet) 

Please wear a mask while inside the building. 

  

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

۞ Health and Safety will meet on Thursday, August 26 at 4 pm on Zoom. 

۞ ”Voicing Our Vision” has been postponed due to the increase in the Delta variant COVID 

cases. 

۞ The Communications Committee will meet after the Worship Service on August 29th.. 

۞ Planning ahead— 

۞ Starting September 12, we will return to having two services-8:30 am and 10:30 am. 

۞ September 12—Stewardship potluck after the 10:30 Worship Service. 

۞ The 5th Annual Placitas Garden Tour is on September 19th. Make sure that you tour the 

gardens before... 

۞ The Placitas Artist’s Series first season concert and art exhibition will also be on September 

19. The reception for the artists begins at 2 pm and the concert at 3 pm featuring Kim 

Fredenburgh and the Altura Ensemble. 

۞ During the September 26th Worship Service, there will be a short presentation by Judy 

Labovitz on the Children’s Grief Center. 

۞ Also on the 26th, Session will begin meeting, once a month, after the 10:30 am service with 

anyone wanting to know more about, or becoming a member of, LPPC. 

  

  



  

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

August 22, 2021                       Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost                                  9:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of 

the visitor cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 

*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 

microphone muted. 

~GATHERING AROUND THE WORD~     

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME                                                                                                                   Rich Holmes 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS, AND ANNIVERSARIES 

OPENING PRAYER 

OPENING PRAYER                                                                                                  Rich Holmes  

One: Almighty God, you were there before the mountains were formed; you will be there when 

the mountains fall into the sea. You were there at the hour of our birth; you will be there at the 

hour when we draw our last breath.  

*All: We pray in this hour not that you would be present with us, because you are present in 

all times and places. We pray, rather, that we would be present with you so that we may 

worship you with our whole selves. Amen.  

 INSTRUMENTAL INTROIT                                                                                Mindy Sampson 

RESPONSIVE READING (from Psalm 84)                                                                Rich Holmes  

One: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, indeed it faints for the 

courts of the Lord. 

*All: My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 

One: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in the tents of wickedness. 

*All: O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you.  

 HYMN                                 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”                            Elliot Smith 

                                                     Honor, Loor y Gloria 

  



 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                 Rich Holmes 

Beloved of God, scripture tells us that even when we did not love God, God loved us and sent 

Jesus to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. As we trust in this promise, let us now confess our 

sins together with the confidence that God will pardon us.  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                     Rich Holmes 

Holy and merciful God, you call us to proclaim the gospel, but we remain silent in the 

presence of evil. You call us to be reconciled to you and one another, but we are content to 

live in separation. You call us to seek the good of all, but we fail to resist the powers of 

oppression. You call us to fight injustice, but we sit idly by, endangering the lives of people 

far and near.  

Forgive us, O Lord. Reconcile us to you by the power of your Spirit and give us the courage 

and strength to be reconciled to others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior, Amen.  

 SILENT PRAYER 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                            Rich Holmes 

Hear the good news. The Psalmist declares that the Lord redeems the life of his servants and none 

of those who take refuge in God will be condemned. Know that your sins are forgiven and be at 

peace.  

 ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.  

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and with the world by waving to the other 

members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting.  

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                              Rich Holmes  

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 

Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 

have for us today. 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                         Josué 24: 1-2a, 14-18 

Spanish liturgist: Rich Holmes 

 



READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                          Ephesians 6: 10-17 

English liturgist: Virginia Watkins   

Solo                                                “The Full Armor of God”                                         Elliot Smith 

  

SERMON                                  “Not Against Blood and Flesh”                                 Rich Holmes 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)                           Rich Holmes 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 

blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 

outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly 

condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 

pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, 

vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 

eternal.  

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and 

to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and earth, praying 

“Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers of every time and place, we rejoice that nothing can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER                                        Rich Holmes 

(Spanish version) Padre nuestro, que estás en los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. 

Hágase tu voluntad, así en la tierra como en el cielo. El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy. Y 

perdónanos nuestras deudas, así como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores. Y no nos dejes 

caer en la tentación, mas libranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria, ahora y 

por siempre. Amén. 

Our Lord God in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

  OFFERING and OFFERTORY                                                                                  Rich Holmes  

One: Thank you, for our homes when so many are homeless. Thank you for our health when so 

many are sick. Thank you for food on our tables when so many are hungry. Thank you for the 

sounds of birds calling and the laughter of children when so many lack functioning ears; thank you 

for the beauty of sunrises and sunsets when so many lack functioning eyes.  

 



*All: Thank you, O God, for more good gifts than we can count. Accept what we offer you 

now as a sign of our thanksgiving. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

CLOSING HYMN                 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”                                  Elliot Smith 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                                                 Elliot Smith  

*During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 

microphones muted.  

  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                       Josué 24: 1-2a, 14-18 

Spanish liturgist: Rich Holmes 

Josué reunió en Siquem a todas las tribus de Israel. Llamó a los ancianos, jefes, jueces y oficiales 

y , en presencia del Señor, dijo a todo el pueblo: –Esto dice el Señor y Dios de Israel:  

Por todo esto, respeten al Señor y sírvanle con sinceridad y lealtad. Apártense de los dioses que 

sus antepasados adoraron a orillas del río Éufrates y en Egipto, y sirvan al Señor. 

Pero si no quieren servir al Señor, elijan hoy a quién van a servir: si a los dioses a los que sus 

antepasados servían a orillas del Éufrates, o a los dioses de los amorreos que viven en esta tierra. 

Por mi parte, mi familia y yo serviremos al Señor. Entonces el pueblo dijo: –¡No permita el Señor 

que lo abandonemos por servir a otros dioses! El Señor fue quien nos sacó a nosotros y a nuestros 

antepasados de Egipto, donde éramos esclavos. Él fue quien hizo tantas maravillas delante de 

nuestros ojos, y quien nos protegió y nos defendió durante el camino, cuando pasamos entre tantos 

pueblos. Él echó de delante de nosotros a todos los pueblos que estaban en nuestro camino, y a los 

amorreos que vivían aquí. Por todo esto, nosotros también serviremos al Señor, pues él es nuestro 

Dios. 

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the 

judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to 

all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his 

sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods.  

 “Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods 

that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. Now if you are 

unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are 

living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 

 



Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other 

gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the 

way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove out 

before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 

the LORD, for he is our God.” 

  

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                Ephesians 6: 10-17 

English liturgist: Virginia Watkins   

Finally, be strong in the Lord in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so that 

you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of 

blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the 

whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done 

everything, to stand firm.  

Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 

righteousness. As shoes for your feet, put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel 

of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the 

flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the word of God.  
   

Weekly Calendar 

 Sunday                     8/22/21   13th Sunday after Pentecost 

             9:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

 Monday               8/23/21                    

 Tuesday        8/24/21         8:30 am  Breakfast Discussion Group             

   Wednesday        8/25/21                            

 Thursday        8/26/21         4:00 pm  HSC Meeting      

 Friday          8/27/21 

 Saturday        8/28/21         9:00 am  Casa Rosa Food Distribution 

 Sunday           8/29/21   14th Sunday after Pentecost 

            9:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

       Communications Committee  

  



Our thanks to……  

  English Liturgist  Virginia Watkins 

  Spanish Liturgist  Rich Holmes  

  Refreshments    

  Offering Counters  Karen Cox/Virginia Watkins  

  

Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 

cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 

service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 

in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-

lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 

“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 

hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 

radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 

or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 

support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 

and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Phone:  505-867-5718 

The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 

The Rev. Dr. Anne Hays Egan, Parish Associate 505-867-5718 

Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  

Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Nicole Maderia and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 

mdodirectors@gmail.com                       

Accompanists:   

Mindy Sampson, Sally Curro  
  

Ruling Elders:  

Class of 2022: Jill Hensley, Trip Jennings, Roger Moose 

Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 

Class of 2024: Alison Beam, Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 



  

Deacons:   

Class of 2022: Yvonne Brown, Sue Hoff 

Class of 2023: Becky Margolies 

Class of 2024: Vivian deLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 

  

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 


