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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 

service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 

week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

Good morning!  

Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

Please wave to others during the Sharing of the Peace, sorry no hugging! (yet) 

If you have not been vaccinated, please wear a mask indoors. 

  

  

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

  

۞ There will be a Communications Committee Meeting after the worship service today. 

۞ KDO (Kid’s Day Out) will have an Open House today starting at 2 pm. This is the new 

version of Mother’s Day Out. 

۞ In memory of Paige Diamond, there will be service on Saturday, July 31st at 2 pm. 

 A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

۞ Dr. Eva Moya’s visit is set for August 15th. She will be a part of the Worship Service that 

day and will present a program about the efforts at the border to bring comfort and 

dignity to those fleeing danger in their homelands. The program begins at 11 am and 

is open to the general public. 

۞ If you plan on having events in the church, please let Karen, our administrator, know. 

Otherwise, it will be assumed that the event will be on Zoom. 

۞ We are returning to normalcy! Please join your friends for food and conversation by being 

involved with fellowship after the service. There is a sign-up sheet for refreshments. Please 

volunteer. 

   



  

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

July 25, 2021                              Ninth Sunday after Pentecost                                       9:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of 

the visitor cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 

*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 

microphone muted. 

~GATHERING AROUND THE WORD~     

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME                                                                                                                   Rich Holmes 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS, AND ANNIVERSARIES 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                                                                                                Jack Ferrell 

OPENING PRAYER 

One: O God, we see you in the glow of a sunrise that promises a new beginning, we see you in the 

starlit dusk that brings rest to a weary world. We see you in young faces that are smooth and full 

of life, we see you in old faces that are wrinkled with years of wisdom.  

*All: We see you in all of creation, O God, and we bring all that you have created us to be 

into this hour of worship. We bring our hopes, our fears, our memories, and our dreams and 

we lay them at the feet of Jesus.  

INSTRUMENTAL INTROIT   “How Beautiful Are the Feet”              Kristina Bullock Valcarce 

             from Handel’s Messiah 

  

RESPONSIVE READING   (from Psalms 145)                        Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

One: All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your faithful shall bless you. 

*All: The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. 

One: The eyes of all look to you and you give them their food in due season. 

*All: You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing.  



 

HYMN                                  “God the Sculptor of the Mountains”                               Elliot Smith 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                 Rich Holmes 

Beloved of God, hear the words of Jesus: “God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” As we trust in this promise of 

God’s love and grace, let us now confess our sins with the confidence that God will forgive us. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                   Anne Hays Egan 

God of majesty, in Christ, the Holy One of God, you have given us the words of eternal life. 

Forgive us for taking this gift too lightly: for hearing your Word as just one among many, 

for choosing that which pleases us and ignoring that which challenges us, for allowing the 

noise of our busy lives to distract us from your loving voice, for keeping silent when you call 

us to speak about the truth of your rule and the wonder of your love.  

For these and all our sins, we ask your forgiveness, O God. From your boundless grace, grant 

us to live according to your will, responding to your living Word in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.  

 SILENT PRAYER 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                            Rich Holmes 

Hear again these words from Jesus: “Which of you, if his son asks for bread will give him a stone, 

or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 

him?” Because we have asked for forgiveness, know that God indeed forgives our sins, and be at 

peace, Amen.  

 ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.  

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and with the world by waving to the other 

members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting.  

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                        Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 

Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 

have for us today. 

 



 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                     Segundo Reyes 4:42-44 

Spanish liturgist: Eloise Sanchez 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                         Luke 13:1-9 

English liturgist: Rich Holmes   

Solo                                          “The Blue Green Hills of Earth”                                    

John Bullock, Elliot Smith, and Kristina Bullock Valcarce, voice 

Mindy Sampson, piano 

SERMON                                              “Random Events”                                          Rich Holmes 

  

  

  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Confession of Belhar)                       Anne Hays Egan 

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares 

for the church through Word and Spirit. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, 

the communion of saints called from the entire human race. 

 We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and 

through Jesus Christ; we believe that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the 

light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church 

is witness by both word and deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness 

dwells. 

We believe that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of 

the destitute, the poor and the wronged. We believe that God calls the church to follow God 

in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry.  

We believe that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, 

which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against 

any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness like an 

ever-flowing stream.  

Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the 

glory forever and ever.   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spanish version) Padre nuestro, que 

estás en los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad, así en la tierra 

como en el cielo. El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy. Y perdónanos nuestras deudas, así como 



nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores. Y no nos dejes caer en la tentación, mas libranos del 

mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria, ahora y por siempre. Amén. 

 OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION         Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

One: Almighty God, the hands that dedicate these gifts to you are not always clean hands or gentle 

hands. They are also hands that cover ears to the cries of your children, hands that are clenched in 

fists of anger, and hands that point fingers of judgment.  

All: But do not remember these things, we pray, as we present you these gifts. See only hands 

that do the work of Christ, so that you would accept what they present you in his name. 

Amen. 

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

CLOSING HYMN              “Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing”                           Elliot Smith 

  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                                                 Elliot Smith  

*During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 

microphones muted.  

  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                     Segundo Reyes 4:42-44 

Spanish liturgist: Eloise Sanchez 

Después llegó un hombre de Baal-salisá llevando a Eliseo veinte panes de cebada recién 

horneados, y trigo fresco en su morral. Eliseo ordenó entonces a su criado: -Dáselo a la gente para 

que coma.  

Pero el criado respondió: –¿Cómo voy a dar esto a cien personas?  

Y Eliseo contestó–Dáselo a la gente para que coma, porque el Señor ha dicho que comerán y habrá 

de sobra. Así pues, el criado les sirvió, y ellos comieron y hubo de sobra, como el Señor lo había 

dicho. 

  

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God: twenty 

loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them 

eat.”  

But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?”  



So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and 

have some left.’” He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of 

the LORD.  

  

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                         Luke 13:1-9 

English liturgist: Rich Holmes 

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 

had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans 

suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless 

you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of 

Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in 

Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for 

fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come 

looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the 

soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If 

it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

  

  

Weekly Calendar 

 Sunday                     7/25/21   9th Sunday after Pentecost 

             9:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

       Communications Committee Meeting    

       after the service 

             2:00 pm KDO Open House 

 Monday               7/26/21                      

 Tuesday        7/27/21         8:30 am  Breakfast Discussion Group   

              

   Wednesday        7/28/21           

 Thursday        7/29/21        

 Friday          7/30/21 

 Saturday        7/31/21         9:00 am  Casa Rosa Food Distribution 

             2:00 pm Memorial Service for Paige Diamond 



       Reception following 

 Sunday           8/1/21   10th Sunday after Pentecost 

            9:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

        

 Our thanks to……  

  English Liturgist  Rich Holmes 

  Spanish Liturgist  Eloise Sanchez 

  Greeters/Ushers  

  Refreshments   Alison Beam 

      Mark Beam 

  Offering Counters  Karen Cox 

      Virginia Watkins                   

  

 

Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 

cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 

service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 

in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-

lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 

“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 

hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 

radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 

or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 

support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 

and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Phone:  505-867-5718 

The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 



The Rev. Dr. Anne Hays Egan, Parish Associate 505-867-5718 

Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  

Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 

TBD: MDO Preschool Director: 505-867-3371 placitasmothersdayout@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   

Mindy Sampson, Sally Curro  
  

Ruling Elders:  

Class of 2022: Jill Hensley, Trip Jennings, Roger Moose 

Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 

Class of 2024: Alison Beam, Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 
  

Deacons:   

Class of 2022: Yvonne Brown, Sue Hoff 

Class of 2023: Becky Margolies 

Class of 2024: Vivian deLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 

  

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 

 


