
 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

May 16, 2021                             Seventh Sunday of Easter                                  10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of 

the visitor cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 

*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 

microphone muted . 

~GATHERING AROUND THE WORD~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME                                                                                                                    Rich Holmes   

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS, AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                                                                                      Virginia Watkins 

 

OPENING PRAYER                                                                  Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

One: You have knit together your people in one communion and fellowship, O God. You have 

made us into the mystical body of Christ that no one can tear apart.  

All: We gather together now with everyone who calls on your name across all space and time. 

Together we worship you for the sake of your glory, Amen. 

 

INSTRUMENTAL INTROIT                                                                                 Mindy Sampson 

 

RESPONSIVE READING   (from First John 5)                       Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

One: If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of 

God that he has testified to his Son. 

*All: Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. And this is the 

testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 



One: Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of god does not have life. 

*All: Believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

 

OPENING HYMN                  “If You Search With All Your Heart”                          Elliot Smith  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                 Rich Holmes  

Beloved of God, the proof of God’s amazing love is this: while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us, and because we have faith in Christ, we dare to approach God in confidence. In humility 

and faith let us therefore confess our sins to God with the confidence that God will pardon us.  

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                        Anne Hays Egan 

Almighty God, we cannot withstand the fullness of your glory. Our lives are faulty and frail. We 

do not live in righteousness, but in sin. When we try to live justly, we often fail. More often we do 

not try at all. How will our lives ever please you? How can we ever be free? 

We thank you that you are a God full of mercy. Cleanse us, forgive us, and liberate us by your 

grace. Sanctify us by your Spirit, we pray, that we may grow in holiness in the service of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                  Rich Holmes  

Hear these words from Jesus: “Which of you, if his son asks for bread will give him a stone, or if 

he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 

to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 

him?” Because we have asked for forgiveness, know that God indeed forgives our sins, and be at 

peace, Amen.  

 

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.  

 

 

 



SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, and with the world by waving to the other 

members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                               Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the Scriptures are 

read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you have for us today.  

 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                            Salmo 1 

Spanish liturgist: Rhea Graham 

 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                        Acts 1:15-26 

English liturgist: Rich Holmes 

 

SOLO                                                                                                                      Mindy Sampson 

 

SERMON                                        Discussion of Acts 1:15-26                                  Rich Holmes 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (adapted from The Nicene Creed)                           Anne Hays Egan 

We believe in one God, the Creator, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all that is 

seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Redeemer, Jesus Christ, the only Child of God, eternally begotten of the 

Creator, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, one in 

being with the Creator. Through Christ all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, Jesus Christ came down from heaven, was born of the Virgin Mary 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and became human. 

  



For our sake Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered, died and was buried. On the third 

day, Christ rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures, ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God. Jesus Christ will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and the 

Reign of God will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from God the Creator, 

and Jesus Christ the Redeemer, who with the Creator and the Redeemer, is worshipped and 

glorified and who has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version, adapted) Our 

Lord God in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION  

Rich Holmes and Anne Hays Egan 

  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

 

CLOSING HYMN                      “Higher and Higher”                                              Elliot Smith 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                                          Mindy Sampson  

*During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 

microphones muted.  

  



READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                              Salmo 1 

Spanish liturgist: Rhea Graham 

Feliz el hombre 

que no sigue el consejo de los malvados, 

ni va por el camino de los pecadores, 

ni hace causa común con los que se burlan de Dios, 

sino que pone su amor en la ley del Señor 

y en ella medita noche y día. 

Ese hombre es como un árbol 

plantado a la orilla de un río, 

que da su fruto a su tiempo 

y jamás se marchitan sus hojas. 

¡Todo lo que hace, le sale bien! 

  

Con los malvados no pasa lo mismo, 

pues son como paja que se lleva el viento. 

Por eso los malvados caerán bajo el juicio de Dios 

y no tendrán parte en la comunidad de los justos. 

El Señor cuida el camino de los justos, 

pero el camino de los malos lleva al desastre. 

   

Happy are those 

    who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 

or take the path that sinners tread, 

    or sit in the seat of scoffers; 

but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

    and on his law they meditate day and night. 

They are like trees 

    planted by streams of water, 

which yield their fruit in its season, 

    and their leaves do not wither. 

In all that they do, they prosper. 

  

The wicked are not so, 

    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked will perish. 
  



READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                        Acts 1:15-26 

English liturgist: Rich Holmes 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred 

twenty persons) and said,  “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through 

David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—for he was 

numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” (Now this man acquired a field 

with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his 

bowels gushed out. This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that the field was 

called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)  “For it is written in the book of 

Psalms,   

‘Let his homestead become desolate, and let there be no one to live in it’;  

and  

‘Let another take his position of overseer.’  

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and 

out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—

one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph 

called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, “Lord, 

you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in 

this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast 

lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

QUESTIONS FROM ACTS 1:15-26 

 What is the difference between an apostle and a disciple? 

  How do you think Matthias felt about being chosen to be the successor of the one who 

betrayed Jesus? 

  How do you think the other candidate, Joseph Justus, felt about not being chosen to be an 

apostle? 

  This act of choosing Judas’ successor is the first act of the apostles after Jesus’ ascension to 

heaven. Why is that important? 

  What are listed as the qualifications for being an apostle? Why is this important? 



  

 

  Good morning!  

Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

Please stay in your pew during the service keeping an appropriate distance from non-family  

Keep your mask on at all times—the liturgist will represent the congregation in the “All” responses. 

Please wave to others during the Sharing of the Peace, sorry no hugging! 

At the end of the service, the ushers will direct you to leave starting at the back of the Sanctuary. 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 

service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 

week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

۞ Please join us for a time for fellowship immediately after today’s service. We will meet 

outside. Masks should be worn unless you are eating or drinking. Food and beverages will 

be prepackaged or you may bring your own. 

۞ There will be an Earth Care meeting on Tuesday, the 18th at 7:30pm. 

۞ If you plan on having events in the church, please let Karen, our administrator, know. 

Otherwise, it will be assumed that the event will be on Zoom. 

۞ Early voting Monday-Saturday from 10:00am-7pm. 

۞ We will celebrate Graduation Sunday on May 23rd. If you or someone in your family is 

graduating from any kind of school, we want to honor you/them on that day. Please let the 

office know so we can include everyone. 

۞ Please remember to wear RED on the 23rd in celebration of Pentecost. 

۞ Pastor Rich will be on “vacation”  (read that moving his family and celebrating his 

daughter’s graduation) from May 24th through June 6th. Anne Hays Egan will be 

preaching while he is gone. 

 



 

  

   

Weekly Calendar 

  

 Sunday   5/16/21   Seventh Sunday of Easter 

        10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

       Communications Committee 

 Monday         5/17/21    10:00 am Early Voting all week   

 Tuesday  5/18/21      8:30 am  Breakfast Discussion Group        

 Wednesday  5/19/21     7:00 pm Book Group  

 Thursday  5/20/21    

 Friday    5/21/21 

 Saturday  5/22/21     9:00 am  Casa Rosa Food Distribution 

 Sunday     5/23/21   Pentecost 

      10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

        

        



 

  



 


