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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

  
Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

During the Sharing of the Peace, please wave to others 

Wearing a mask indoors is at your discretion 

  

  

  

 

 

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

  

   ֍ Congratulations to the Dignity Mission! 1,090 Dignity kits will be going to El Paso! 

   ֍ Today, we will be taking up a special offering to benefit the Ruidoso Health Council in 
 their work to help families and rebuild the community of Ruidoso as they deal with the 
 aftermath of the McBride and Hermit Peak fires.  

   ֍ There will be an opportunity to meet with some Session members for those interested in 
 knowing more about, or becoming a member, of the Presbyterian Church. Please meet in 
 the Upper Room after the 10:30 am service. 

   ֍ This afternoon, The Placitas Artists Series presents the Bert Dalton Trio. They’ll be      
 swinging out with a little Jazz. The art reception, at 2 pm, features works by most of the 
 artists in the Placitas Studio Tour. The concert starts at 3 pm. 

   ֍ Please note that if you ask that someone be put on the prayer list, the name will stay on 
 for three months. If you wish that person to remain on the list, please contact Yvonne 
 Brown Grant. 

   ֍ Here is a chance to put your sewing skills to work, Yvonne Brown Grant is asking 
 for volunteers to sew gift bags. Please contact Yvonne—yea, a sign that we are coming 
 back to normal! 

   ֍ A memorial service for Patt Cain will be held on May 21st at 3:00 pm. 

   ֍ During this wildfire season, please be prepared: here's the link for the National Fire       
 Protection Association's web page about wildfire preparedness: 

Https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Wildfire-safety-tips 

  

  

  

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire


LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

April 24, 2022                                   Second Sunday of Easter                                          10:30 am 

Earth Day Celebration 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 
cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

~GATHERING AROUND THE WORD~     

GATHERING MUSIC                                                  Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                          Rich Holmes 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                                                                                               Don Turton 

CHORAL INTROIT      “God’s Got the Whole World in God’s Hands”                 Chancel Choir 

RESPONSIVE READING 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 24)                                                                                 Carl Peterson 

One: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. The world and those who live in it. 

Many: For God has founded it on the seas and established it on the rivers. 

One: Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors! That the King of glory may 
come in. 

Many: Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 

All: Let us worship God!  

*OPENING HYMN #15      “All Creatures of Our God and King”                              Elliot Smith 

Call to Confession                                                                                                             Carl Allen 

Beloved of God, the proof of God’s amazing love is this: while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. And because we have faith in Christ, we dare to approach God in confidence. In this spirit 
of confidence, let us now pray the prayer of confession.  

 

 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                       Carl Allen 

Almighty God, too often we ignore the cries and suffering of your creatures. Our lives are 
bound up with other species and we ask your forgiveness for the ways we mistreat your 
creation. Give us clean hearts and caring hands, O God. Remind us that we too are creatures, 
interdependent and vulnerable. 

Renew us in the waters of baptism, refresh us with the winds of your spirit, and sustain us 
with the bread of life. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray, Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                 Carl Allen 
  
Hear the words of the Lord Jesus: “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned. He has crossed over from death to life.” 
Know that our sins are forgiven, and we have the promise of eternal life. Rejoice and be at peace!  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, 
and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting. 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Ale- luia   alleluia 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                   

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  
All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 
have for us today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                 Génesis 9:8-17 
Spanish liturgist: Rhea Graham 

Dios también les dijo a Noé y a sus hijos:  «Miren, yo voy a establecer mi alianza con ustedes y 
con sus descendientes, y con todos los animales que están con ustedes y que salieron de la barca: 
aves y animales domésticos y salvajes, y con todos los animales del mundo. Mi alianza con ustedes 
no cambiará: no volveré a destruir a los hombres y animales con un diluvio. Ya no volverá a haber 
otro diluvio que destruya la tierra. Ésta es la señal de la alianza que para siempre hago con ustedes 
y con todos los animales: he puesto mi arco iris en las nubes, y servirá como señal de la alianza 
que hago con la tierra. Cuando yo haga venir nubes sobre la tierra, mi arco iris aparecerá entre 
ellas. Entonces me acordaré de la alianza que he hecho con ustedes y con todos los animales, y ya 



no volverá a haber ningún diluvio que los destruya. Cuando el arco iris esté entre las nubes, yo lo 
veré y me acordaré de la alianza que he hecho para siempre con todo hombre y todo animal que 
hay en el mundo. Ésta es la señal de la alianza que yo he establecido con todo hombre y animal 
aquí en la tierra.» Así habló Dios con Noé. 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember 
my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on 
the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me 
and all flesh that is on the earth. 

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 
  

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                 Romans 8: 18-25      
English Liturgist: Jill Hensley 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 
be revealed to us.  For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 
God;  for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For 
in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

One: The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God.  

Choral Anthem                                “Morning Has Broken”            Judie Hendry and Elliot Smith 

Skit: Jacque Fletcher and Don Turton (with quotes see insert) 

“Endangered” by Billy Collins 

One:  It is so quiet on the shore of this motionless lake 
you can hear the slow recessional of extinct animals 
as they leave through a door at the back of the world, 
disappearing like the verbs of a dead language: 



Many: the last troop of kangaroos hopping out of the picture, 
the ultimate paddling of ducks and pitying of turtledoves 
and, his bell tolling in the distance, the final goat. 

From Questions About Angels by Billy Collins © 1991. Reprinted by permission of the University of 
Pittsburgh Press 

SERMON                         “The Divine within Every Living Creature”               Rich Holmes  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)   

In life and death, we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in one triune God, the Holy One of 
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 

In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against 
God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of 
God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten 
death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts 
with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and 
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and earth, praying, 
“Come, Lord Jesus!”  

With believers of every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or death can separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

*RESPONSIVE HYMN El Himnario #52 “El Mundo Es de Mi Dios”                        Elliot Smith 

                                                                   “This is My Father’s World” 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version, adapted) 
Our Lord God in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

 

 

 



DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                                               Don Collins 

One: For the gifts of these tithes and offerings, for mountain, sky and sea, and for everything that 
soars in the air, crawls on the ground or swims in the ocean, we give you thanks, O God.  

All: Bless what we now present to you, O God, and bless us by making us good stewards of your 
creation and all our resources. Amen.  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

*CLOSING HYMN #20           “All Things Bright and Beautiful”                               Elliot Smith 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                       

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                           Mindy Sampson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                             4/24/22  Second Sunday of Easter  
              6:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper                  
       Room 
              9:30 am Adult Forum with Dr. Bob Parmenter 
            10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary  

       Session meeting in the Upper Room  

              2:00 pm Placitas Artists Series Art Reception 

              3:00 pm Placitas Artists Series Concert  

              7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                       4/25/22        7:00 pm Book Club          

 Tuesday                4/26/22        8:30 am  Breakfast Discussion Group                
        Wednesday                4/27/22          
 Thursday                4/28/22                     
 Friday                  4/29/22                       
 Saturday                4/30/22                  
 Sunday                   5/01/22  Third Sunday of Easter   
              8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper                  
       Room 

            10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

       Communications Committee Meeting  

              7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

    This week  May 1   May 8 

 Spanish Liturgist Rhea Graham  Judie Hendry  Mike Edminster 
 English Liturgist Don Collins  Kelly Holmes  Lynn Coburn  
 Ushers   Jill Hensley  Russell Mink  Jill Hensley 
    Joyce Hoses  Chris Mink  Virginia Watkins 
 Refreshments  Dominic Holmes Kelly Holmes  Jacque Fletcher 
          Don Turton 

       

 

 



 

 Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Alison Beam, Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 
Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 

Deacons:   
Class of 2023:  Greg Filip, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 
Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 
  

  



 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

