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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

  
Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

During the Sharing of the Peace, please wave to others 

Wearing a mask indoors is at your discretion 

  

  

  

 

 

 

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

  

   ֍ There will be a Communications Committee Meeting, today, March 20th at 12:30 
 pm on Zoom. 

   ֍ The LPPC Book Club meets on Monday, March 21st,  at 7:00 pm on Zoom. The 
 book is The Road to Character by David Brooks. 

   ֍ Earth Care meets on Tuesday, the 22nd, at 7: 00 pm on Zoom. 

   ֍ Bible Study will be held on Zoom on Thursday, March 24, at 10:00 am. 

   ֍ A reminder for all new Deacons and Elders, please pick up your copies of the Book 
 of Order and the Book of Confessions. They are available in the church office. 

   ֍ Congratulations to the Earth Care Fellowship and our congregation for being      
 certified as an Earth Care Congregation for the fifth year in a row! 

   ֍ Please mark your calendars: 

 Palm Sunday: April 10 

 Maundy Thursday: April 14 

 Good Friday: April 15 

 Easter: April 17 

 Earth Care Day: April 24. Please join us for a special Adult Forum after the 8:30 
 am service. Dr. Bob Parmenter, Division Chief of Science and Resource          
 Stewardship at the Valles Caldera National Preserve, will give a presentation on 
 endangered species research/work at the Preserve. 

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

March 20, 2022                               Third Sunday of Lent                                               10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 
cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

~GATHERING AROUND THE WORD~     

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 63)        

One: O God, you are our God, we seek you. Our souls thirst for you. 

Many: Our flesh faints for you as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.  

One: Because your steadfast love is better than life, our lips will praise you. 

Many: We will bless you as long as we live. We will lift up our hands and call on your 
name.  

*OPENING HYMN #696   “O God, You Are My God Alone”                                    Elliot Smith 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                 Carl Allen 

Beloved of God, hear the words of Jesus: “God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” As we trust in this promise of 
God’s love and grace, let us now confess our sins with the confidence that God will forgive us. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                              Carl Allen 

Merciful God, you are the Creator of all, yet we confess that we have not served you with the 
fullness of commitment you deserve. You call, O God, but we fail to listen. You ask us to 
follow, but we go our own way. You offer us new life, but we tread old, familiar paths that 
are empty and barren.  

In your mercy, loving God, forgive our sin. Replace our waywardness with faithful trust. 
Renew our spirits and free us from the grip of sin. Lead us to follow in the footsteps of Christ, 
our Lord and Savior. Amen.   

  

  



SILENT PRAYER 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                           Carl Allen 

Hear again these words from Jesus: “Which of you, if his son asks for bread will give him a stone, 
or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 
him?” Because we have asked for forgiveness, know that God indeed forgives our sins, and be at 
peace, Amen.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one another, 
and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                   

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  
All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 
have for us today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                    Isaías 55: 1-9 
Spanish liturgist: Eloise Sanchez 
 Todos los que tengan sed, vengan a beber agua; los que no tengan dinero, vengan, consigan trigo 
de balde y coman; consigan vino y leche sin pagar nada. ¿Por qué dar dinero a cambio de lo que 
no es pan? ¿Por qué dar su salario por algo que no deja satisfecho? Óiganme bien y comerán 
buenos alimentos, comerán cosas deliciosas. Vengan a mí y pongan atención, 
escúchenme y vivirán. Yo haré con ustedes una alianza eterna, cumpliendo así las promesas que 
por amor hice a David. Yo lo puse a él como testigo para las naciones, como jefe e instructor de 
los pueblos. Tú llamarás a pueblos desconocidos; pueblos que no te conocían irán corriendo a ti, 
porque yo, tu Señor, el Dios Santo de Israel, te he honrado. 
  
»Busquen al Señor mientras puedan encontrarlo, llámenlo mientras está cerca. Que el malvado 
deje su camino, que el perverso deje sus ideas; vuélvanse al Señor, y él tendrá compasión de 
ustedes; vuélvanse a nuestro Dios, que es generoso para perdonar. Porque mis ideas no son como 
las de ustedes, y mi manera de actuar no es como la suya. Así como el cielo está por encima de la 
tierra, así también mis ideas y mi manera de actuar están por encima de las de ustedes.» El Señor 
lo afirma. 
  

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 
  
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat. 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for 



that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and 
eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so 
that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall 
call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of 
the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
  
Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake their 
way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor 
are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
  

 READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                        Luke 13: 1-9 
English liturgist:  Carl Allen 
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices.  He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans 
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you 
repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam 
fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for 
fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come 
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the 
soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.  If 
it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

One: The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God. 

 SOLO                                                                                          Elliot Smith 

SERMON                                   “Towers and Sacrifices ”                Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)   

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 



eternal.  

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and 
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and earth, praying 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers of every time and place, we rejoice that nothing can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

*MEDITATION HYMN  #197 El Himnario     “Por Ti Estoy Orando”                 Elliot Smith 
“I Am Praying for You” 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER   

(Spanish version) Padre nuestro, que estás en los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. 
Hágase tu voluntad, así en la tierra como en el cielo. El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy. Y 
perdónanos nuestras deudas, así como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores. Y no nos dejes 
caer en la tentación, mas libranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria, ahora y 
por siempre. Amén. 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                            Rich Holmes     

One: For the sun that rules the day and the moon that rules the night, for the good earth that feeds 
us, for love and friendship and all the blessings of life, we give you thanks, O God.  

All: Accept these gifts, we pray, as a sign of our thanks for your countless blessings. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD ~ 

 
*CLOSING HYMN #765   “May the God of Hope Go with Us”                         Elliot Smith 

(first in English, then in Spanish) 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                       

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                  Mindy Sampson 
  

  



   

 

Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                           3/20/22   Third Sunday in Lent 

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper  
       Room 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

           12:30 pm Communications Committee Meeting 

                         7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                     3/21/22         7:00 pm Book Club   

 Tuesday              3/22/22         8:30 am  Breakfast Discussion Group   

             7:00 pm Earth Care          

        Wednesday              3/23/22         

 Thursday              3/24/22       10:00 am Bible Study    

 Friday                3/25/22           
 Saturday              3/26/22                  

 Sunday                 3/27/22   Fourth Sunday in Lent    

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   
       Room 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

             7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  

  Our thanks to……  

  Spanish Liturgist  Eloise Sanchez 

  English Liturgist  Carl Allen 

  Ushers    Phyllis Broome 

      Bill Lumm 

  Refreshments   Jeannine Potter 

      Mike Potter 



  

 Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2022: Jill Hensley, Trip Jennings, Roger Moose 
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Alison Beam, Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 
  
Deacons:   
Class of 2022: Yvonne Brown, Sue Hoff 
Class of 2023:  
Class of 2024: Vivian deLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
  
Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 



  

 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

