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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

 

       

     
     

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

      

    ֍  The Placitas Artists Series Art Reception and Concert is this afternoon, March 17. The 
 reception begins at 2:00 pm with the concert following at 3:00 pm featuring Wei Luo - 
 Solo Piano.  

   ֍  The Ad hoc committee on finance will meet on March 22nd at 5:00 pm. 

   ֍  There will be a session meeting right after church on Sunday, March 26th in the Upper 
 Room. The purpose of this meeting is to welcome anyone who is interested in joining 
 LPPC, and to answer questions for those who want to learn more about joining LPPC. 

   ֍  Please join us for a potluck on April 2, Palm Sunday, after the 10:30 am service. There is a 
 sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. Deviled eggs anyone?  

   ֍  On Maundy Thursday, April 6, at 6:00 pm, there will be a Passover Seder Dinner. There is 
 no limit on the number of attendees, but we are asking that you sign up by March 26th so 
 we know how much food to prepare. Please see the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  

   ֍  Easter services will be at 6:30 am and 10:30 am. 

   ֍  The Fellowship Committee is looking for volunteers to help with refreshments and pot
 lucks. Please let Kelly Holmes know if you are interested. Thanks!  

   ֍  Request from the Dignity Mission: We are collecting 1,000 used bath towels plus as many 
 used sheets and flatware as possible for the next Dignity Mission trip to El Paso on April 
 22nd. First Presbyterian Church in Santa Fe and the United Church of Los Alamos have 
 already started the collection. We have asked several churches, neighbors, and friends to 
 help. There will be a donation box at the church. We thank each of you for your commit
 ment and support. With your support we will be able to do this.                                   
 Blessings, Cheryl and Jack   

   ֍  Request from Casa Rosa: They are in need of men’s clothing—pants, especially jeans, T-
 shirts and work shirts. Please drop them off at Casa Rosa on Saturday mornings from 8 am 
 to 11 am or at LPPC whenever the office is open. 

  

  

  

  

  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

March 19, 2023                                Fourth Sunday in Lent                                            10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 
cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~     

Order for Worship  

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                    Ken Cuthbertson 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  

CHORAL INTROIT                   “Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit”                                       Choir 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 23)        
One: Because the Holy One is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
Many: God makes me lie down in green pastures, leads me beside still waters. 
and restores my soul. 
One: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil. For you are with 
me, O God; your rod and your staff—they comfort me…. 
All: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the Holy One, forever. 

*OPENING HYMN  #803 “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”                             Glory to God 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                         Nancy Walker 

Friends, scripture tells us that all of us sin and fall short of the glory of God, but we are justified 
by God’s grace through the redemption that is ours in Christ Jesus. As we trust in this promise, 
let us now confess our sins as together we pray the prayer of confession. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                          Nancy Walker 

Almighty God, we cannot withstand the fullness of your glory. Our lives are faulty and frail. We 
do not live in righteousness, but in sin. When we try to live justly, we often fail. More often we 
do not try at all. How will our lives ever please you? How can we ever be free? 



We thank you that you are a God full of mercy. Cleanse us, forgive us, and liberate us by your 
grace. Sanctify us by your Spirit, we pray, that we may grow in holiness in the service of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                    Nancy Walker 

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn us? Only Christ. And Christ died for us, 
Christ was raised for us, Christ reigns in power for us and Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in 
Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone, and a new life has begun. May we know that we 
are forgiven and be at peace.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 
another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 
greeting. 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Ale- luia   alleluia 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        

All: Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us, by your word, throughout these forty 
days of Lent, and minister to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may be reformed, restored, and 
renewed, for the sake of Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                                 Efesios 5: 8-14 
Spanish liturgist: Thomas Dickson 
Ustedes antes vivían en la oscuridad, pero ahora, por estar unidos al Señor, viven en la luz. 
Pórtense como quienes pertenecen a la luz,  pues la luz produce toda una cosecha de bondad, 
rectitud y verdad. Examinen siempre qué es lo que agrada al Señor. No compartan la conducta 
estéril de los que son de la oscuridad; más bien sáquenla a la luz. Pues hasta vergüenza da hablar 
de lo que ellos hacen en secreto; pero cuando todas las cosas son puestas al descubierto por la 
luz, quedan en claro, porque todo lo que se deja poner en claro, participa de la luz. Por eso se 
dice: 

«Despierta, tú que duermes; 
levántate de entre los muertos, 
y Cristo te alumbrará.» 

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 



For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, the 
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to 
the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. For it is shameful 
even to mention what such people do secretly, but everything exposed by the light becomes 
visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
“Sleeper, awake! 
 Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 
  

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                                                John 9: 1-41 
English liturgist: Nancy Walker 
As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must 
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,  saying to him, 
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back 
able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this 
not the man who used to sit and beg?”  Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” But they kept asking him, “Then how 
were your eyes opened?”  He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, 
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They 
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 
had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I 
see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
divided.  So, they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say 
was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our 
son and that he was born blind, but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this 
because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed 
Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is of 
age; ask him.” 



So, for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a 
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he 
do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you 
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does 
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 
And they drove him out. 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus 
said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I 
believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those 
who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near 
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you 
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”  

One: The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God. 

CHORAL ANTHEM                  “Bridge Over Troubled Waters”                                          Choir 

SERMON                                           “Look More Closely”                                  Ken Cuthbertson 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from an affirmation written by the Rev. M. Jade Kaiser) 
As a gathered community of disciples, created by the hands of the Holy, born with Divine 
purpose, and bound together by the Spirit that breathes life into all things, we affirm our 
commitment to the way of Jesus Christ, who is The Liberator of the Oppressed, The 
Bread of Heaven, God enfleshed.  
With faith, we aim to live as Christ taught us, laboring towards liberation and seeking a 
world free of domination and control. We believe in God’s promise to uplift the lowly and 
bring the powerful down from their thrones. We believe the resurrecting power of Christ 
cannot be overcome by evil, but persists in all collective efforts to make life flourish in the 
midst of destruction, to birth beauty in places of death, and to tend gently to the aches of 
this world. 
We profess the transforming power of love. We profess that justice is a form of love. We 
profess that we are still growing into the mystery of love. In the company of the saints 
who go before us, we journey together by grace, seeking always to unlearn all that 



obstructs authentic relationship, and praying earnestly for the day when the Kin-dom of 
God is born anew. Until it is so, we live in hope, for God is with us. Amen.  

*RESPONSIVE HYMN #314 “Oh Amor Que No Me Dejarás”                                  El Himnario                             

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version) 

Father-Mother of the Cosmos, hallowed be your name, your kin-dom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin-dom, the power 
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

*DOXOLOGY  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below;  

Praise God, above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

One: Loving God, who are we to present you any gift? As we present you these tithes and 
offerings, look not upon our worthiness to give them to you, we pray, but look instead upon the 
worthiness of Christ, in whose name we give them.  

All: We humbly ask that you would then use them so that Christ’s name may be glorified in our 
church, in our community and throughout your whole creation. Amen. 

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

*CLOSING HYMN #649 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”                         Glory to God 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

*POSTLUDE                                          Mindy Sampson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                             3/19/23  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

              8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper                  
       Room 

              9:30 am Adult Forum 

            10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

              2:00 pm Placitas Artists Series Art Reception 

              3:00 pm Placitas Artists Series Concert  

              7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                       3/20/23                  

 Tuesday                3/21/23        8:30 am  Breakfast Club at Placitas Cafe 

              6:00 pm Casa Rosa Board Meeting               

        Wednesday                3/22/23        5:00 pm Girl Scouts  

               5:00pm Ad-hoc Finance Committee          

 Thursday                3/23/23        7:00 pm Choir Practice                

 Friday                  3/24/23                       
 Saturday                3/25/23        8:00 am Casa Rosa Distribution             
 Sunday                   3/26/23  Fifth Sunday in Lent   
              8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper                  
       Room 
            10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary    
              7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

    This week  March 26  April 2 

 English Liturgist Nancy Walker  Sally Curro  Janice Langdale 

 Spanish Liturgist Thomas Dickson Dana Howarth  Elizabeth Dickson 

 Ushers   Janice Langdale  Janice Langdale  Leigh Plante  
    Bill Lumm  Steve Chewning Dave Plante 

 Refreshments  Bill Lumm  Jeannette Potter  Potluck  
       Mike Potter 

  



 Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the 

table in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: 
www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2024: Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner, Janice Langdale 
Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 
Class of 2026: Donna Ebers, Jacque Fletcher, Joyce Hoses 

Deacons:   
Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 
Class of 2026:  Martha Brown, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 
  

  



 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am. 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

