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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

 

       

     
     

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

      

    ֍ There will be a special service today, at 3:00 pm, to install Rich Holmes as LPPC’s 
 Permanent Pastor and to install and ordain the new class of Elders and Deacons. 
 Reception following the installation. Please come celebrate with LPPC. The 
 service will also be on Zoom using the link for Sunday services. 

    ֍ On February 12th, after the 10:30 am service, there will be a special Valentine’s 
 event. We will be playing the “Not So Newly Wed Game” (a non-risqué version!) 
 We have several couples, but if you would like to be part of the game, please let 
 Karen know.  

    ֍ What do you love about LPPC? How about writing a Love Letter to the Church? 
 So, if you would like to share a love letter to our congregation, please send it either 
 to Pastor Rich or Karen by Thursday, February 9.  

    ֍ Please join us on February 19th, after the 10:30 am service, for an organizational 
 meeting to plan our Adult Forums. Steve Chewning will be leading and is eager to 
 have your input. 

    ֍ KUPR Radio and Las Placitas Association are presenting a concert on Saturday, 
 February 25th from 3 pm-5 pm. Enjoy an afternoon of music that once flourished 
 in New Mexico—love songs, ballads, songs to dance to (dancing is encouraged) 
 with veteran musicians Chuy Martinez and Otilio Ruiz. Tickets are available in the 
 church office. There is no charge but donations at the door will be encouraged. 

   

  

  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

February 5, 2023                           Fifth Sunday after Epiphany                                            10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 
cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~     

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                       Rich Holmes 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  

CHORAL INTROIT               “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”                                      Choir 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 112) 

One: Happy are they who honor the Lord and have great delight in God’s commandments!  

Many: Light shines in the darkness for the upright. The righteous and merciful are full of 
compassion. 

One: It is good for them to be generous in lending, and to manage their affairs with justice.  

Many: They will not be afraid of any evil rumors. Their heart is right; they put their trust 
in the Lord.  

All: Let us worship God!  

OPENING HYMN #401                    “Here in This Place”                                       Glory to God  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
All: Eternal God, as your scriptures are now opened, may the speech that proclaims them, 
the ears that receive them and the actions that follow from them all be acceptable to you. 
Amen.   

 

 

 

  



READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                          Isaías 58: 1-9a 

Spanish Liturgist: Elizabeth Dickson 

El Señor me dijo: «Grita fuertemente, sin miedo, alza la voz como una trompeta; reprende a 
mi pueblo por sus culpas, al pueblo de Jacob por sus pecados. Diariamente me buscan y están 
felices de conocer mis caminos, como si fueran un pueblo que hace el bien y que no descuida 
mis leyes; me piden leyes Justas y se muestran felices de acercarse a mí, y, sin embargo, 
dicen: “¿Para qué ayunar, si Dios no lo ve? ¿Para qué sacrificarnos, si él no se da cuenta?” El 
día de ayuno lo dedican ustedes a hacer negocios y a explotar a sus trabajadores; el día de 
ayuno lo pasan en disputas y peleas y dando golpes criminales con los puños. Un día de ayuno 
así, no puede lograr que yo escuche sus oraciones. ¿Creen que el ayuno que me agrada 
consiste en afligirse, en agachar la cabeza como un junco y en acostarse con ásperas ropas 
sobre la ceniza? ¿Eso es lo que ustedes llaman “ayuno”, y “día agradable al Señor”? 

Pues no lo es. El ayuno que a mí me agrada consiste en esto: en que rompas las cadenas de la 
injusticia y desates los nudos que aprietan el yugo; en que dejes libres a los oprimidos y 
acabes, en fin, con toda tiranía; en que compartas tu pan con el hambriento y recibas en tu 
casa al pobre sin techo; en que vistas al que no tiene ropa y no dejes de socorrer a tus 
semejantes. Entonces brillará tu luz como el amanecer y tus heridas sanarán muy pronto. Tu 
rectitud irá delante de ti y mi gloria te seguirá. Entonces, si me llamas, yo te responderé; si 
gritas pidiendo ayuda, yo te diré: “Aquí estoy.” 

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 

Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know 
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance 
of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they want God on their side. 
“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers. You fast only 
to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not 
make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to 
bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a 
day acceptable to the LORD?  
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the yoke, to 
let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them and not to 
hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator[b] shall go before you;  the glory of 
the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry 
for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%C3%ADas+58%3A+1-9a&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-18795b


READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                            Ephesians 4: 25-5: 2 
English Liturgist: Bill Lumm 
So then, putting away falsehood, let each of you speak the truth with your neighbor, for we 
are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 
anger, and do not make room for the devil. Those who steal must give up stealing; rather, let 
them labor, doing good work with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the 
needy. Let no evil talk come out of your mouths but only what is good for building up, as 
there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put 
away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all 
malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 
forgiven you.  

Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved children, and walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

One: The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God. 

 CHORAL ANTHEM                      “Prayer of St. Francis”      
   

SERMON                                           “Imitators of God”                             Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

MEDITATION HYMN #767          “Together We Serve”                                          Glory to God 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional version) Our Father, 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

 

 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                               Rich Holmes  

One: To you, O God, do we bring these tithes and offerings and gifts of wine and bread. You are 
worthy to receive them, but are we worthy to give them? 

All: Make us worthy to give them, we pray, by sharing them with the last and the least, in 
whose eyes we see the very eyes of Jesus. Amen.  

SHARING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 Invitation 

 Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup 

 Participating in the Sacrament 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                               Rich Holmes 

One: Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of Jesus. May we 
who share Christ’s body live Christ’s risen life. May we who drink Christ’s cup bring life to 
others. May we whom the Spirit binds together live at one with all the world.  

All: Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so that we and all your children shall 
be free and the whole earth live to praise your name. Amen.  

FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD  

CLOSING HYMN #39                    “Sagrado Es el Amor”                                          El Himnario    

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                 Rich Holmes 

*POSTLUDE                                                    Mindy Sampson  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 
 

  



    

  
  

Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                             2/5/23           8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   
       Room 
            10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 
              3:00 pm Installation of Rich Holmes as                
       Permanent Pastor and Installation and  
       Ordination of new Deacons and Elders 
       Reception following  
               7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                       2/6/23               
 Tuesday                2/7/23           8:00 am   Breakfast Club on Zoom 
 Wednesday                2/8/23           5:00 pm Girl Scouts                               
 Thursday                2/9/23           7:00 pm Choir Practice  
               7:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting                     
         Friday                2/10/23                         
 Saturday              2/11/23           8:00 am Casa Rosa distribution  
               9:00 am PAS art installation   
 Sunday                 2/12/23           8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   
                         10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 
                Valentine’s Fun    
                          7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

   This week  2/12/23   2/19/23 

Spanish Liturgist Bill Lumm  Ivona McCrary  John Bullock 
English Liturgist Elizabeth Dickson Anne Hays Egan Geri Escarcida 
Ushers   Beverly Schippers Wendy Ingram  Jill Hensley   
   Vivian DeLara  Joyce Hoses  Virginia Watkins 
Refreshments  Kelly Holmes  volunteer needed volunteer needed 

  

      

 



 

 

  

 Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner, Janice Langdale 
Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 

Deacons:   
Class of 2023:  Greg Filip, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 
Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 



Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 
  

  

 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am. 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

