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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

 

       

     
     

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

      

    ֍ Our first two Adult Forums will be lead by Pastor Rich on “Healthy                  
 Congregations.” The first of the two part-series begins today at 9:30 am with part   
 two on March 5. On March 12, the Adult Forum will be “Is My Bible Accurate?” 

    ֍ We are celebrating the 129th Birthday of LPPC today! Please join us for birthday 
 cake after the 10:30 service.  

    ֍ The New Mexico Performing Arts Society will be performing the Bach Cantata 
 BWV 8 and the world premiere of Earth Cantata by Aaron Alter on Sunday, March 
 5, at 5:30 pm. Ticket prices range from $20-$60. 

    ֍ Casa Rosa could use some transitional clothing from winter to spring right now,             
 Long sleeved shirts, pants, shoes and house hold blankets, sheets, dishes, etc… 
 Men’s, women’s and kids. Please and thank you! 
 
    ֍ It’s a new record! The Dignity Mission team assembled 1,300 Dignity kits on     `
 Friday. Combined with 100 kits from St. Luke Lutheran Church and 300 kits from 
 Los Alamos United Church, 1,700 kits will be delivered to El Paso on March 4th. 

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

February 26, 2023                              First Sunday in Lent                                              10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 
cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~     

Order for Worship  

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                       Rich Holmes 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  

CHORAL INTROIT                     “¿Quieres Crecer, Placitas?”                                              Choir 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 32)        

One: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  

Many: Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is 
no deceit.  

One: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

Many: Therefore, let all who are faithful offer prayer to you. At a time of distress, the rush 
of mighty waters shall not reach them. 

All: Let us worship God!  

OPENING HYMN #321          “The Church’s One Foundation”                                Glory to God     

CALL TO CONFESSION                                          Kelly Holmes 

Are you thirsty for grace? Are you hungry for mercy? God is calling; come to the waters! 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us now confess our sins as we pray the prayer of confession. 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                          Kelly Holmes 

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess that we have 
strayed from your way. We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from 
your way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves as pure when we are stained, and 
great when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected justice, and ignored your truth.  



Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                     Kelly Holmes 

Our righteousness is found in Christ alone, a gift of God by faith. Beloved people of God, 
believe the good news: through the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen! 

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 
another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 
greeting  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Ale-luia   alleluia 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        
All: Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, guide us, by your word, throughout these 
forty days of Lent, and minister to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may be 
reformed, restored, and renewed, for the sake of Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                   Genesis 2: 15-17; 3: 1-7 
English liturgist: Kelly Holmes  

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the 
Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall die.”  
Now the serpent was more crafty that any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, 
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 
touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some 
to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 



knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves.  

One: The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God. 

 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                      Mateo 4: 1-11 

Spanish liturgist:  Mike Edminster 

Luego el Espíritu llevó a Jesús al desierto, para que el diablo lo pusiera a prueba. Estuvo 
cuarenta días y cuarenta noches sin comer, y después sintió hambre. El diablo se acercó entonces 
a Jesús para ponerlo a prueba, y le dijo:—Si de veras eres Hijo de Dios, ordena que estas piedras 
se conviertan en panes. Pero Jesús le contestó:—La Escritura dice: “No sólo de pan vivirá el 
hombre, sino también de toda palabra que salga de los labios de Dios.” 
  
Luego el diablo lo llevó a la santa ciudad de Jerusalén, lo subió a la parte más alta del templo y le 
dijo:—Si de veras eres Hijo de Dios, tírate abajo; porque la Escritura dice: “Dios mandará que 
sus ángeles te cuiden. Te levantarán con sus manos, para que no tropieces con piedra alguna.” 
Jesús le contestó:—También dice la Escritura: “No pongas a prueba al Señor tu Dios.”  
  
Finalmente el diablo lo llevó a un cerro muy alto, y mostrándole todos los países del mundo y la 
grandeza de ellos,  le dijo:—Yo te daré todo esto, si te arrodillas y me adoras. Jesús le 
contestó:—Vete, Satanás, porque la Escritura dice: “Adora al Señor tu Dios, y sírvele sólo a él.” 
Entonces el diablo se apartó de Jesús, y unos ángeles acudieron a servirle. 
  

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is 
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’ ” 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command his 
angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your 
foot against a stone.’ ” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’ ” 
 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their glory,  and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 
worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and 
waited on him. 



 CHORAL ANTHEM                                 “One”                                                               Choir 
     

SERMON                               “Temptations of the Righteous”                 Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Confession of Belhar)  
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares 
for the church through Word and Spirit. We believe in one holy, universal Christian 
church, the communion of saints called from the entire human race. 

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and 
through Jesus Christ; we believe that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the 
church is witness by both word and deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 

We believe that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of 
the destitute, the poor and the wronged. We believe that God calls the church to follow God 
in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry.  

We believe that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and 
need, which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive 
against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream.  

Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the 
glory forever and ever.  

*MEDITATION HYMN #375      “Roca de la Eternidad”                                           El Himnario 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Ecumenical version) 

Our Lord God in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our dailybread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION  
One: Gracious God, you are the author and giver of all blessings, and you have written these 
blessings on the pages of our lives.  

All: We thank you for all these blessings and we thank you most of all for the unconditional 
love you show us through our Lord Jesus Christ. It is in his name that we dedicate these 
gifts to you. Amen. 

FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD  

CLOSING HYMN #765      “May the God of Hope Go with Us”                           Glory to God                                                           

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                 Rich Holmes 

*POSTLUDE                                                    Mindy Sampson  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 



Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                             2/26/23         8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the    
       Upper Room 
              9:30 am Adult Forum: Healthy Congregations 
            10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

       Birthday party for LPPC 
          1:00 pm Overlook HOA Annual Meeting 

              7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 
  Monday                       2/27/23               
 Tuesday                2/28/23         8:00 am   Breakfast Club Placitas Cafe 
 Wednesday                3/1/23           9:00 am Jardineros   
               9:30 am  Commission on Ministry   
 Thursday                3/2/23           7:00 pm Choir Practice                   
         Friday                  3/3/23                    

 Saturday                3/4/23           8:00 am Casa Rosa distribution 

             11:00 am Celebration of Life of Jon Gregg     
 Sunday                   3/5/23           8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   
       Room 

               9:30 am Adult Forum: Healthy Congregations  
             10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 
               5:00 pm NM Performing Arts Society Concert 
               7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

   This week  3/5/23   3/12/23 
English Liturgist Kelly Holmes  Jacque Fletcher  Carl Allen  
Spanish Liturgist Mike Edminster  Judie Hendry  Mia Archibeque 
Ushers   Jacque Fletcher  Yvonne Grant  Dawn Wolf   
   Don Turton  Richard Grant  Sue Hoff 
Refreshments  Birthday Celebration Kelly Holmes  Martha Brown 

  

  

 



  
 Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2024: Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner, Janice Langdale 
Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 
Class of 2026: Donna Ebers, Jacque Fletcher, Joyce Hoses 

Deacons:   
Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 
Class of 2026:  Martha Brown, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 
  



  

 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am. 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

