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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

 

       

     
     

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

      

    ֍ Today, after the 10:30 am service, there will be a special Valentine’s event. A 
 soup and salad luncheon will be provided (yummy tomato soup!) We will be     
 playing the “Not So Newly Wed Game” (a non-risqué version!) So stick around for 
 food, fellowship and fun.  

    ֍ Please join us on February 19th, after the 10:30 am service, for an organizational 
 meeting to plan our Adult Forums. Steve Chewning will be leading and is eager to 
 have your input. The first two Adult Forums will be on February 22 and March 5. 
 They will be led by Pastor Rich and we will be discussing “Healthy Congrega
 tions.” The Forums start at 9:30 am and are in the Upper Room. 

    ֍ The Placitas Artists Series art reception and concert is also on the 19th. The art  
 reception begins at 2 pm with the concert featuring La Catrina Quartet at 3 pm. 

    ֍ Our Ash Wednesday service will be on February 22nd. Time is still to be deter
 mined. 

    ֍ KUPR Radio and Las Placitas Association are presenting a concert on Saturday, 
 February 25th from 3 pm-5 pm. Enjoy an afternoon of music that once flourished 
 in New Mexico—love songs, ballads, songs to dance to (dancing is encouraged) 
 with veteran musicians Chuy Martinez and Otilio Ruiz. Tickets are available in the 
 church office. There is no charge but donations at the door will be encouraged. 

    ֍ Casa Rosa could use some transitional clothing from winter to spring.             
 Long sleeved shirts, pants, shoes for men, women and children and household 
 blankets, sheets, dishes, etc…Please and thank you! 
 

  

  

  

  

  
  
  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

February 12, 2023                        Sixth Sunday after Epiphany                                     10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 
cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~     

Order for Worship  

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                       Rich Holmes 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  

CHORAL INTROIT       “I Love You, Lord/Jesus, Name Above All Names”                       Choir 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 119) 

One: Happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord. 
Many: Happy are those who keep God’s decrees and seek God with their whole heart. 
One: They also do no wrong. They walk in God’s ways. 
Many: O that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes! 
One: Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. 
All: Let us worship God!  

OPENING HYMN #1       “Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord God Almighty!”                       Glory to God     

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                    Ivona McCrary 

Friends, scripture tells us that we come before God not as despised sinners, but as beloved 
children. With the confidence of children of God, let us humbly confess our sins as we pray the 
prayer of confession. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                Ivona McCrary 

Sovereign God, we cannot hide from you the sinfulness of our hearts. You know our every 
thought and deed. You see the evil that we do, and the good we leave undone. You see our 
selfishness and our pride, our petty scheming and our grand designs. Pursuing our own 
desires, we distort your truth. We trust our own knowledge and cleverness more than your 
life-giving Word in Jesus Christ.  



Look upon us with mercy, O God. Forgive our sin and purify our lives. Live and rule in us, 
by your Spirit, that each thought, word, and deed may serve your will, through Jesus, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                  Ivona McCrary 

Hear the good news of scripture: “At just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ 
died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 
person, someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Since God sent Christ to die on the cross for your 
sins, know that you are forgiven, and be at peace, Amen.   

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

* SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 
another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 
greeting.  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Ale-luia   alleluia 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

All: Almighty God, you created light at the dawn of creation. We pray that as the author of 
all light you would let the light of your Holy Spirit shine down upon us, so that the 
scriptures that are read and the word that is proclaimed may speak to us as the very words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                    Deuteronomio 16: 18-20 

Spanish Liturgist: Eloise Sanchez 

Nombren jueces y oficiales para todas las ciudades que el Señor su Dios le va a dar a cada 
tribu, para que juzguen al pueblo con verdadera justicia. No perviertan la justicia; no hagan 
ninguna diferencia entre unas personas y otras, ni se dejen sobornar, pues el soborno ciega los 
ojos de los sabios y pervierte las palabras de las personas justas.  La justicia, y sólo la justicia, 
es lo que ustedes deben seguir, para que vivan y posean el país que el Señor su Dios les da. 

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 

“You shall appoint judges and officials throughout your tribes, in all your towns that 
the LORD your God is giving you, and they shall render just decisions for the people. You must 
not distort justice; you must not show partiality; and you must not accept a bribe, for a bribe 



blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of those who are in the right. Justice, and only 
justice, you shall pursue, so that you may live and occupy the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you.  

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                Matthew 5: 21-26 
English Liturgist: Ivona McCrary 

“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder,’ and 
‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are angry with a 
brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment, and if you insult a brother or sister, you will 
be liable to the council, and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. So, 
when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your 
brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser 
while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge 
and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never 
get out until you have paid the last penny. 

One: The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God. 

CHORAL ANTHEM                             “Steal Away”                                                   Choir 

SERMON                                    “Before You Offer Your Gift”                  Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from an affirmation written by the Rev. M. JadE Kaiser) 

As a gathered community of disciples, created by the hands of the Holy, born with Divine 
purpose, and bound together by the Spirit that breathes life into all things, we affirm our 
commitment to the way of Jesus Christ, who is The Liberator of the Oppressed, The 
Bread of Heaven, God enfleshed.  

With faith, we aim to live as Christ taught us, laboring towards liberation and seeking a 
world free of domination and control. We believe in God’s promise to uplift the lowly and 
bring the powerful down from their thrones. We believe the resurrecting power of Christ 
cannot be overcome by evil, but persists in all collective efforts to make life flourish in the 
midst of destruction, to birth beauty in places of death, and to tend gently to the aches of 
this world. 
We profess the transforming power of love. We profess that justice is a form of love. We 
profess that we are still growing into the mystery of love. In the company of the saints 
who go before us, we journey together by grace, seeking always to unlearn all that 
obstructs authentic relationship, and praying earnestly for the day when the  Kin-dom of 
God is born anew. Until it is so, we live in hope, for God is with us. Amen.  



RESPONSIVE HYMN #774        “There Is Now a New Creation”                Glory to God 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Avery and Marsh)                               Choir 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION      

One: Though there are times when we stop loving you, O God, you never stop loving us. Though 
there are times when we turned our backs on you, you never turned your back on us. Though 
there are times when we are unfaithful to you, you are always faithful to us. 

All: While we change from day to day, your love and grace never changes. For that, we give 
you thanks, O God, and dedicate these tithes and offerings to you in the name of Jesus. 
Amen.  

FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD  

CLOSING HYMN #193   “¡Cuán Dulcemente Jesús Hoy Nos Llama!”                      El Himnario                          

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                 Rich Holmes 

*POSTLUDE                                                    Mindy Sampson  

****************************************************************************** 

 LPPC TREASURER’S COMMENT  

For January 2023  

Year to date through January 2023, total gifts and other income supporting Church Operations were 
$15,598, and total operating expenses were $13,371 leaving LPPC a net operating gain of $2,227 for 
2023.  

Combining this $2,227 net gain with the year-beginning operating reserves of $39,956 gives the 
church a total liquidity of $42,183.  

For more detailed financial information, please address your questions to me or the Finance 
Committee Chair: Leigh Plante.  

Michael Potter, Treasurer  



  

 

Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                             2/12/23         8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the    
       Upper Room 
            10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 
       Soup and Salad Luncheon, Love Letters  
       and The Not So Newlywed Game! 
              7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                       2/13/23        7:00 pm Session          
 Tuesday                2/14/23         8:00 am   Breakfast Club on Zoom 

       Valentine’s Day 

 Wednesday                2/15/23                                      
 Thursday                2/16/23        7:00 pm Choir Practice                   
         Friday                  2/17/23        4:00 pm HSC Meeting                  
 Saturday                2/18/23        8:00 am Casa Rosa distribution  
 Sunday                   2/19/23        8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   
       Room 
            10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 
       Organizational Meeting-Adult Forum 
              2:00 pm Placitas Artists Series Art Reception 
              3:00 pm Placitas Artists Series Concert featuring  
       La Catrina Quartet 
              7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

   This week  2/19/23   2/26/23 

Spanish Liturgist Ivona McCrary  John Bullock  Kelly Holmes 
English Liturgist Eloise Sanchez  Geri Escarcida  Mike Edminster 
Ushers   Wendy Ingram  Jill Hensley  Jacque Fletcher   
   Joyce Hoses  Virginia Watkins Don Turton 
Refreshments  Valentine Luncheon volunteer needed volunteer needed 

  

   

 



  

 Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2024: Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner, Janice Langdale 
Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 
Class of 2026: Donna Ebers, Jacque Fletcher, Joyce Hoses 

Deacons:   
Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 
Class of 2026:  Martha Brown, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 
  



  

 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am. 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

