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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

  
Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

During the Sharing of the Peace, please wave to others 

Please wear a mask indoors 

  

  

Please wave to others during the Sharing of the Peace 

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

  

   ֍   Our Annual Meeting will be held today, Sunday, January 30th.There are printed 
 copies of the Annual  Report in the Fellowship Hall and it was sent to you by 
 email. Thanks to all of the committee chairs, and to Carl Allen, for all of your hard 
 work every day and on this report. 

   ֍ As part of our involvement in Bernalillo Families in Need, we are asking for   
 volunteers to be tutors for English conversation classes at the Bernalillo Public  
 Library. You do not  have to be able to speak Spanish. Classes are Tuesdays and 
 Thursday from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Please contact Diane Herrera Shepard at  
 dianehshepard@gmail.com. 
  
   ֍ Due to the continuing high rates of omicron infections, fellowship time and  
 refreshments have been suspended. When the rates are falling consistently, we will 
 be able to return to fellowship and goodies. 
  
   ֍ For all incoming deacons and elders, Pastor Rich will be sending out an email next 
 week about training. 
  
   ֍ Coming up: there is, tentatively, a youth gathering at the Holmes’ on February 26, 
 at 6:00 pm. More details later. 
                           

  

  
   

  

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

January 30, 2022                   Fourth Sunday after Epiphany                                   10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of 
the visitor cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag! 

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 

*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.* 

~GATHERING AROUND THE WORD~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                            Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Psalm 71)                                                        Rich Holmes 

One: In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. 

Many: In your righteousness deliver and rescue me; incline your ear to me and save me. 

One: Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress, to save me.  

Many: Upon you I have leaned from my birth. It was you who took me from my mother’s womb. 
My praise is continually of you.  

OPENING HYMN # 69              “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”                                     Elliot Smith  

CALL TO CONFESSION                                   Don Collins 

Beloved of God, scripture tells us that even when we did not love God, God loved us and sent 
Jesus to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. As we trust in this promise, let us now confess our 
sins together with the confidence that God will pardon us.  

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                Don Collins 

God of majesty, in Christ, the Holy One of God, you have given us the words of eternal life. 
Forgive us for taking this gift too lightly: for hearing your Word as just one among many, 
for choosing that which pleases us and ignoring that which challenges us, for allowing the 
noise of our busy lives to distract us from your loving voice, for keeping silent when you call 
us to speak about the truth of your rule and the wonder of your love.  

For these and all our sins, we ask your forgiveness, O God. From your boundless grace, grant 
us to live according to your will, responding to your living Word in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                        Don Collins 

Hear the promise of scripture: “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Let 
us accept our forgiveness and rejoice in a love stronger than our sin. Amen. 

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 
another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 
greeting. 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Ale- luia   alleluia 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                    Rich Holmes  
One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  
*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that 
you have for us today.  

  

 

 

 

 



READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                              Jeremiah 1: 4-10 

English liturgist: Don Collins 

Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before 
you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” But the LORD said 
to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak 
whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD.” 
Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, “Now I have put my 
words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                           1 Corintios 13: 1-13 
Spanish liturgist: Rhea Graham 

Si hablo las lenguas de los hombres y aun de los ángeles, pero no tengo amor, no soy más que un metal que 
resuena o un platillo que hace ruido. Y si tengo el don de profecía, y entiendo todos los designios secretos 
de Dios, y sé todas las cosas, y si tengo la fe necesaria para mover montañas, pero no tengo amor, no soy 
nada. Y si reparto entre los pobres todo lo que poseo, y aun si entrego mi propio cuerpo para tener de qué 
enorgullecerme, pero no tengo amor, de nada me sirve. 
Tener amor es saber soportar; es ser bondadoso; es no tener envidia, ni ser presumido, ni orgulloso, ni 
grosero, ni egoísta; es no enojarse ni guardar rencor; es no alegrarse de las injusticias, sino de la verdad. 
Tener amor es sufrirlo todo, creerlo todo, esperarlo todo, soportarlo todo. 
El amor jamás dejará de existir. Un día el don de profecía terminará, y ya no se hablará en lenguas, ni serán 
necesarios los conocimientos. Porque los conocimientos y la profecía son cosas imperfectas, que llegarán 
a su fin cuando venga lo que es perfecto. Cuando yo era niño, hablaba, pensaba y razonaba como un niño; 
pero al hacerme hombre, dejé atrás lo que era propio de un niño. Ahora vemos de manera indirecta, como 
en un espejo, y borrosamente; pero un día veremos cara a cara. Mi conocimiento es ahora imperfecto, pero 
un día conoceré a Dios como él me ha conocido siempre a mí.Tres cosas hay que son permanentes: la fe, la 
esperanza y el amor; pero la más importante de las tres es el amor. 
  
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and 
if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the 
complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I 
have been fully known.  And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.  



  

Solo                                                    “The Gift of Love”                                              Elliot Smith 

SERMON                                       “The Greatest of Gifts ”                                        Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Confession of Belhar)                              Don Collins 

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects, and cares for the 
church through Word and Spirit. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the 
communion of saints called from the entire human race. 

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and through 
Jesus Christ; we believe that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is witness by 
both word and deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

We believe that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the 
destitute, the poor and the wronged. We believe that God calls the church to follow God in this; 
for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry. 

We believe that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, 
which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any 
form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream. 

Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory 
forever and ever. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spanish version) Padre nuestro, 
que estás en los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad, así en la 
tierra como en el cielo. El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy. Y perdónanos nuestras deudas, 
así como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores. Y no nos dejes caer en la tentación, mas 
libranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria, ahora y por siempre. Amén. 

Our Lord God in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  



Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                                              Rich Holmes 

One: Almighty God, the gifts we give on this day will not always be remembered any more than 
any single day of our lives will always be remembered. 

All: But we rejoice that they are joined together in a single chorus of gratitude with the gifts of 
all your people from every time and place. Amen.  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

 

CLOSING HYMN # 247 El Himnario     “Que Mi Vida Entera Esté”                         Elliot Smith  

“Take My Life and Let It Be” 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                               Rich Holmes 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                           Mindy Sampson                

      



Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                       1/130/22   Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper  
       Room 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

       Annual Meeting 

            7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                   1/31/22            

 Tuesday              2/1/22        8:30 am  Breakfast Discussion Group    

 Wednesday              2/2/22       

 Thursday              2/3/22                     

 Friday                2/4/22 
 Saturday              2/5/22                

 Sunday                 2/6/22   Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper  
       Room 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

            7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 
   

 Our thanks to……  

  Spanish Liturgist  Rhea Graham 

  English Liturgist  Don Collins  

  Ushers    Wendy Ingram 

      Joyce Hoses   

  Offering Counters  Karen Cox 

  



Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship service 
is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table in 
Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2022: Jill Hensley, Trip Jennings, Roger Moose 
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Alison Beam, Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 
  
Deacons:   
Class of 2022: Yvonne Brown, Sue Hoff 
Class of 2023:  
Class of 2024: Vivian deLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
  
Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 
  

 



 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

