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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

 

 ~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

     

     
     
     

    ֍ Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be today, January 29th, after the 10:30 
 am service with a potluck lunch.  

    ֍ There will be a special service on February 5th at 3:00 pm to install Rich Holmes 
 as LPPC’s Permanent Pastor and to install and ordain the new class of Elders and 
 Deacons. Reception following the installation. 

    ֍ On February 12th, after the 10:30 am service, there will be a special Valentine’s 
 event. We will be playing the “Not So Newly Wed Game” (a non risqué version!) 
 We have several couples, but if you would like to be part of the game, please let 
 Karen know.  

    ֍ What do you love about LPPC? How about writing a Love Letter to the Church? 
 So, if you would like to share a love letter to our congregation, please send it either 
 to me or Karen by Thursday, February 9.  

    ֍ Please join us on February 19th, after the 10:30 am service, for an organizational 
 meeting to plan our Adult Forums. Steve Chewning will be leading and is eager to 
 have your input. 

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

January 29, 2023                         Fourth Sunday after Epiphany                                        10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 
cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                          Rich Holmes 

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 

CHORAL INTROIT                 “Create in Me a Clean Heart, o God”                                     Choir                                                                                                    

CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Matthew 5)   
One: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Many: Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
One: Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
Many: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
All: Let us worship God!  
OPENING HYMN #172                       “Blest Are They”     

CALL TO CONFESSION                                 Trip Jennings 
      
Beloved of God, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive us and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. In humility and faith, let us now confess our sins as we hope in the promise of 
God’s forgiveness.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                        Trip Jennings 
 
Holy and merciful God, we confess our sins to you and to one another. We have not listened 
to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have neglected prayer and worship and not 
made time to focus on your will. We have neglected those who suffer and been indifferent 
to injustice and cruelty. We have been quick to judge, slow to listen and slow to 
understand.  
 
Forgive us, we pray, and make us more holy. Then, as we are changed, may this world be 
changed by what we do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 



SILENT PRAYER 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                      Trip Jennings 
 
Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn us? Only Christ. And Christ died for us, 
Christ was raised for us. Christ reigns in power for us, and Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in 
Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Know that we are forgiven 
and be at peace.  
ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

* SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 
another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 
greeting  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Ale- luia   alleluia 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
All: Eternal God, as your scriptures are now opened, may the speech that proclaims them, 
the ears that receive them and the actions that follow from them all be acceptable to you. 
Amen.    

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                  Miqueas 6: 1-8 

Spanish liturgist: Sally Curro 
Oigan ustedes ahora lo que dice el Señor: 
«¡Levántate y expón tu caso ante los montes, 
y que los cerros oigan tu voz!» 
2 Escuchen ustedes, montes 
y firmes cimientos de la tierra: 
el Señor va a entablar un juicio contra su pueblo, 
va a entablar un pleito contra Israel. 

Esto dice el Señor: 

«Respóndeme, pueblo mío, 
¿qué te he hecho o en qué te he molestado? 

 Yo te saqué de Egipto, librándote de la esclavitud; 
yo envié a Moisés, Aarón y María, 
para que te dirigieran. 
 Pueblo mío, recuerda ahora 



los planes de Balac, rey de Moab, 
y la respuesta que le dio Balaam, hijo de Beor. 
Recuerda cuando pasaste de Sitim a Guilgal, 
y reconoce las victorias del Señor.» 
 
¿Con qué me presentaré a adorar 
al Señor, Dios de las alturas? 
¿Me presentaré ante él con becerros de un año, 
para ofrecérselos en holocausto? 
 ¿Se alegrará el Señor, si le ofrezco mil carneros 
o diez mil ríos de aceite? 
¿O si le ofrezco a mi hijo mayor 
en pago de mi rebelión y mi pecado? 
 El Señor ya te ha dicho, oh hombre, 
en qué consiste lo bueno 
y qué es lo que él espera de ti: 
que hagas justicia, que seas fiel y leal 
y que obedezcas humildemente a tu Dios. 
 

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 

Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 
voice. Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for 
the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what have 
I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of 
Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of 
Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving 
acts of the LORD.” 
 “With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is 
good, and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk 
humbly with your God? 

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                    First Corinthians 1: 18-31 

English liturgist: Trip Jennings 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 



“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save 
those who believe. For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, it is the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world 
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, so that no one boast 
in the presence of God. In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

One: The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God. 

SOLO         

 
SERMON                                          “A Strange Power”                  Rich  Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (adapted from The Nicene Creed)   
 
We believe in one God, the Creator, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
that is seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Redeemer, Jesus Christ, the only Child of God, eternally begotten of the 
Creator, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
one in being with the Creator. Through Christ all things were made. 
or us and for our salvation, Jesus Christ came down from heaven, was born of the Virgin 
Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit and became human. 
For our sake Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered, died and was buried. On 
the third day, Christ rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures, ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God. Jesus Christ will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and the Reign of God will have no end. 
 



MEDITATION HYMN #12      “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spanish Version) Padre nuestro, 
que estás en los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad, así 
en la tierra como en el cielo. El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy. Y perdónanos 
nuestras deudas, así como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores. Y no nos dejes caer 
en la tentación, mas libranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria, ahora y 
por siempre. Amén. 
 
OFFERING and OFFERTORY                                              

DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
All: For the sun that rules the day and the moon that rules the night, for the good earth 
that feeds us, for love and friendship and all the blessings of life, we give you thanks, O 
God. Accept these gifts, we pray, as a sign of our thanks for your countless blessings which 
we have not earned. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

*CLOSING HYMN #747        “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”                                                                        

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                       

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                           1/29/23           8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   
       Room 
            10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 
       Congregational Meeting and Potluck 
              7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                     1/30/23          7:00 pm Book Club   
 Tuesday              1/31/23          8:00 am   Breakfast Club at Placitas Café  
 Wednesday                2/1/23          9:00 am Jardineros de Placitas 
              5:00 pm Deacons/Elders Training on Zoom                 
 Thursday                2/2/23          7:00 pm Choir Practice                      
         Friday                  2/3/23                         
 Saturday                2/4/23          8:00 am Casa Rosa distribution    
 Sunday                   2/5/23          8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   
       Room 
            10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 
              3:00 pm Installation of Rich Holmes as                
       Permanent Pastor and Installation and  
       Ordination of new Deacons and Elders 
       Reception following    
             7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

   This week  1/29/23   2/5/23 

Spanish Liturgist Sally Curro  Nicole Abate  Ivona McCrary 
English Liturgist Trip Jennings  Elizabeth Dickson Anne Hays Egan 
Ushers   Jeannine Potter  Beverly Schippers Wendy Ingram   
   Mike Potter  Vivian DeLara  Joyce Hoses 
Refreshments  Potluck   volunteer needed Kelly Holmes 

  

  



  

Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  
  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner, Janice Langdale 
Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 

Deacons:   
Class of 2023:  Greg Filip, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 
Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 
  



  

 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am. 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

