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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

  
Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

During the Sharing of the Peace, please wave to others 

Please wear a mask indoors 

  

  

Please wave to others during the Sharing of the Peace 

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

  

   ֍   It’s a new record for the Dignity Mission! 1301 dignity kits were delivered to El  
  Paso on Saturday.                                 
   ֍   Our Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, January 30th. Big changes here, no oral 
 reports and, unfortunately, no potluck.  

   ֍ As part of our involvement in Bernalillo Families in Need, we are asking for   
 volunteers to be tutors for English conversation classes at the Bernalillo Public  
 Library. You do not have to be able to speak Spanish. Classes are Tuesdays and 
 Thursday from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Please contact Diane Herrera Shepard at  
 dianehshepard@gmail.com. 
                           

 LPPC TREASURER’S COMMENT  
For December 2021 

Year to date through December 2021, total gifts and other income supporting Church 
Operations were $219,095 ($226,818 minus $7,723 transfer from OR), and total operating 
expenses were $191,844 leaving LPPC a net operating gain of $27,251 for 2021.   

Combining this $27,251 net gain with the year-beginning operating reserves of $49,670.00 
gives the church a total liquidity of $76,921.   

Restricted Fund 65135/77645 Grounds Maintenance started the year with a zero balance and 
spent $288.75. 

Kid's Day Out (KDO) is overspent by $7,201. 

Bank error created an erroneous withdrawal of $1,504 on December 31, 2021, which will 
be added back to LPPC account in January 2022.  

For more detailed financial information, please address your questions to me or the Finance 
Committee Chair: Jill Hensley.  

Michael Potter Treasurer 

           



 

 

 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

January 23, 2022                           Third Sunday after Epiphany                                     10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of 
the visitor cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 

*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.* 

~GATHERING AROUND THE WORD~ 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                            Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 19)                                                                        Rich Holmes 

One: The heavens are telling the glory of God and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.  

Many: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making 
wise the simple; 

One: The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is 
clear, enlightening the eyes; 

 Many: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and 
drippings of the honeycomb. 

OPENING HYMN #611             “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                             Elliot Smith  

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                            Rich Holmes  

Brothers and sisters, hear the words of the Psalmist: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put 
a new and right spirit within me.” As we trust that God will cleanse the hearts of all who confess 
their sins, let us now pray together the prayer of confession. 

 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                   Rich Holmes 

O Lord our God, you call us to proclaim the gospel, but we remain silent in the presence of 
evil. You call us to be reconciled to you and one another, but we are content to live in 
separation. You call us to seek the good of all, but we fail to resist the powers of oppression. 
You call us to fight pretensions and injustice, but we sit idly by, endangering the lives of 
people far and near. 

Forgive us, O Lord. Reconcile us to you by the power of your Spirit, and give us the courage 
and strength to be reconciled to others; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                 Rich Holmes  

Hear the good news. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead 
to sin and alive to all that is good. Know that our sins are forgiven and be at peace, Amen.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made 
new. Thanks be to God! Amen.  

SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 
another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 
greeting  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Ale- luia   alleluia 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                Rich Holmes  

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 
have for us today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                     Isaías 62:1-5 

Spanish liturgist: Judie Hendry 

Por amor a ti, Sión, no me quedaré callado; por amor a ti, Jerusalén, no descansaré hasta que tu 
victoria brille como el amanecer y tu salvación como una antorcha encendida. 
 Las naciones verán tu salvación, todos los reyes verán tu gloria. Entonces tendrás u  
nombre nuevo que el Señor mismo te dará. Tú serás una hermosa corona real en la mano del Señor tu 
Dios. 



No volverán a llamarte «Abandonada», ni a tu tierra le dirán «Destruida», sino que tu nombre será «Mi 
predilecta», y el de tu tierra, «Esposa mía». Porque tú eres la predilecta del Señor, y él será como un 
esposo para tu tierra. 
Porque así como un joven se casa con su novia, así Dios te tomará por esposa, te reconstruirá y será feliz 
contigo, como es feliz el marido con su esposa.  

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines 
out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new 
name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and 
a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be 
called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your land shall be 
married. 
For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom 
rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.  
   

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                 Matthew 5: 43-48  

English liturgist: Rich Holmes 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save 
you?  If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 
warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and 
I by my works will show you my faith.  You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons 
believe—and shudder. Do you want to be shown, you senseless person, that faith apart from works is 
barren? Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You 
see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was brought to completion by the works. Thus the 
scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” 
and he was called the friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

Solo                                                                                                                                 Elliot Smith 

SERMON                                     “What Makes Grace Free”                                      Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)   

We believe in one God, the Creator, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
that is seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Redeemer, Jesus Christ, the only Child of God, eternally begotten of the 
Creator, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, one 



in being with the Creator. Through Christ all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, Jesus Christ came down from heaven, was born of the Virgin 
Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit and became human. 

For our sake Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered, died and was buried. On the 
third day, Christ rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures, ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God. Jesus Christ will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and the Reign of God will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from God the 
Creator, and Jesus Christ the Redeemer, who with the Creator and the Redeemer, is 
worshipped and glorified and who has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

MEDITATION HYMN #246 El Himnario “Jesus, Yo He Prometido”                         Elliot Smith 
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional version) Our Father, 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever, Amen.  

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                                              Rich Holmes 

One: God of all that is holy, in you we recognize what life can be: recklessly loving, abundantly 
forgiving, and overflowing with freedom and joy.  

All: These and all your gifts have infinite value, O God, and so we give back to you without 
counting the cost of our gesture of gratitude. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 



~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

 

CLOSING HYMN # 313              “Lord, Make Us More Holy”                                  Elliot Smith  

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                               Rich Holmes 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                           Mindy Sampson                

Greetings from Dori Hjalmarson 

Grace and peace to you at this new year. The second year of the COVID-19 pandemic has been 
busy and transformative for me and for the church in Honduras. We have completed five 
theological education courses online and are working to hybridize the program and open it to 
ecumenical students. The small band of volunteers who responded to back-to-back hurricanes in 
November 2020 has grown into a full-fledged ministry of the church, providing food security 
and medical aid to church communities and beyond. I said yes to another four-year term as a 
Presbyterian Church mission co-worker. November elections proved peaceful and hopeful, and I 
am taking the chance to spend a few months in the United States with my grandmother and 
parents. I wish you peace and joy in 2022. 

dori.hjalmarson@pcusa.org       1-415-419-9603 (US)   +504 9596-0355 (Honduras)               



Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                       1/123/22   Third Sunday after Epiphany 

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper  
       Room 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

       Communications Meeting after the 10:30  
       am service 

            7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                 1/24/22            

 Tuesday          1/25/22        8:30 am  Breakfast Discussion Group    

 Wednesday          1/26/22        

 Thursday          1/27/22                     

 Friday            1/28/22             
 Saturday          1/29/22                 

 Sunday             1/30/22   Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper  
       Room 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

       Annual Meeting    

            7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 
   

 Our thanks to……  

  Spanish Liturgist  Judie Hendry 

  English Liturgist  Rich Holmes  

  Ushers    Bev Schippers 

      Vivian DeLara    

  Refreshments   Bill Lumm 

  Offering Counters  Karen Cox 



Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship service 
is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table in 
Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2022: Jill Hensley, Trip Jennings, Roger Moose 
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Alison Beam, Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 
  
Deacons:   
Class of 2022: Yvonne Brown, Sue Hoff 
Class of 2023:  
Class of 2024: Vivian deLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
  
Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 
  

 



 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

