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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

Good morning!  

Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

Please wave to others during the Sharing of the Peace 

Please wear a mask while inside the building. 

  

    

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

۞ Please welcome Kristen Rowe and Mark Pustay who are reaffirming their faith and joining 
 LPPC! 

۞ On Friday, with lots of help, a truck was loaded with 1,034 Dignity Kits including 
 200 blankets. Thank you to this amazing community. 

۞ On December 13th, 345 Christmas stockings will be taken to El Paso. All of these 
 stockings were sewn and filled by volunteers. Another donation made from the hearts of 
 many. 

۞ A holiday reminder, there is a form in the bulletin for ordering poinsettias and 
 luminarias. Please return your orders by December 22nd. 

۞ The Health and Safety Committee will meet at 4 pm, Thursday, December 9th, on Zoom. 

۞ The Finance Committee will also meet on Thursday, December 9th, at 7:00 pm on Zoom. 

۞ Please put on your calendars: 

 Placitas Artists Series art exhibit and concert, Sunday, December 12th at 2:00 and 3:00 pm 

 Winter Solstice Poetry Reading, Sunday, December 19th at 7:00 pm on Zoom. 

 Christmas Eve Service, Friday, December 24th at 7:30 pm 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

November 21, 2021                         Second Sunday of Advent                                            10:30 
am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of 
the visitor cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 
microphone muted. 

~GATHERING AROUND THE WORD~     

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                                        Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME                                                                                                                                 Rich Holmes  

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS, AND ANNIVERSARIES 

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 

PRESENTATION OF PRAYER SHAWLS                                                    Becky Margolies 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                     Don Collins and Richard Muetze  
We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
We light this candle in hope [light first purple candle] 
We light this candle for peace [light second purple candle] 

Hear God's promise of peace from Isaiah 11:6 

 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
  

Let us pray: 

 Faithful God, 

 you are at work to restore all of creation 

 in its intended harmony. 

 Give us your shalom 



 that we may be reconciled to all enemies 

 in the peace that passes all understanding 

 through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 God of promise, God of hope, 

 into our darkness come. 

Come let us walk 

in the light of the LORD. 

Responsive Reading (from Luke 1)                                                Rich Holmes and Trip Jennings    

One: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for the Lord has looked favorably on God’s people and 
redeemed them.  

All: God has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of God’s servant David. 

One: Thus God has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered God’s holy 
covenant.  

All: By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to 
those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.  

 

*Hymn #327 El Himnario                     “Paz, Dulce Paz”                                             Elliot Smith 

  

CALL TO CONFESSION                                            Trip Jennings 

Brothers and sisters, remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weaknesses, 
since in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with boldness 
approach the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. Let us now pray the prayer of confession. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION      

Patient and loving God, as we wait for the coming of your kingdom, you call us to lead lives of 
holiness and godliness. We are slow to change our ways, even when they do not please or glorify 
you. We have lived for ourselves and not for you.  

O God, forgive our carelessness in not heeding your will. Cleanse us, so that we would be 
without spot or blemish in your sight. Establish Christ’s rule in our hearts so that we would 
always be your faithful people. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER  

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                     Trip Jennings 



Hear the promise of scripture: “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Let 
us accept our forgiveness and rejoice in a love stronger than our sin. Amen. 

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

*SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 
another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 
greeting  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Ale- luia   alleluia 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                     Rich Holmes and Trip Jennings 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the Scriptures 
are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you have for us today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                              Malaquías 3: 1-4 

Spanish liturgist: Diane Herrera Shepard 

El Señor todopoderoso dice: 'Voy a enviar mi mensajero para que me prepare el camino. El Señor, a quien 
ustedes están buscando, va a entrar de pronto en su templo. ¡Ya llega el mensajero de la alianza que ustedes 
desean!'  

Pero ¿quién podrá resistir el día de su venida? ¿Quién podrá entonces permanecer en pie? Pues llegará como 
un fuego, para purificarnos; será como un jabón que quitará nuestras manchas. El Señor se sentará a 
purificar a los sacerdotes, los descendientes de Leví, como quien purifica la plata y el oro en el fuego. 
Después ellos podrán presentar su ofrenda al Señor, tal como deben hacerlo. El Señor se alegrará entonces 
de la ofrenda de Judá y Jerusalén, igual que se alegraba de ella en otros tiempos. 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says 
the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap;  he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the 
days of old and as in former years. 

  



READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                Philippians 1: 3-11 

English liturgist: Trip Jennings 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 
of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the 
one who began a good work in you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me 
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace 
with me, both in my imprisonment, and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 
witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your 
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, 
so that I the day of Christ you may be pue and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  

 Solo                                                          “Yahweh”                                                     Elliot Smith                                                                                                                                                         

SERMON                                              “Bearing Fruit”                                                  Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

MEDITATION HYMN #83 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                 Elliot Smith 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER                                          Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

MEDITATION HYMN #83 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                             Elliot Smith 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                   Rich Holmes   
(Spanish version) Padre nuestro, que estás en los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. Hágase 
tu voluntad, así en la tierra como en el cielo. El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy. Y perdónanos nuestras 
deudas, así como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores. Y no nos dejes caer en la tentación, mas 
líbranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria, ahora y por siempre. Amén. 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                             Trip Jennings and Rich Holmes  
One: Almighty God, you care for us, protect us, instruct us, direct us, defend us, and give us all things for 
our good.  

All: We pray that we would now present you these gifts in the spirit of worship so they might further 
your reign on earth, even as we confess that what we give is not ours but yours. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 



SHARING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Invitation  

The Great Thanksgiving  

One: The Lord be with you. 

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.  

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

One: Praise to you, O God for all your works…. 

Therefore, with all creation we sing your praise…. 

All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
One: Thank you, O God, for sending us your Son….. 

Great is the mystery of faith. 

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

One: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us…. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor and yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup  

Participating in the Sacrament  

Prayer after Communion                                           Rich Holmes and Trip Jennings 

One: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making 
us one with all your people. 

All: Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

HYMN #14                             “For the Beauty of the Earth”                                                  Elliot Smith 



  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                                                                   Mindy Sampson 

 *During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 
microphones muted. 

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Calendar 

 Sunday                         12/5/21   Second Sunday of Advent 

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper  
       Room 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

  Monday                   12/6/21             

 Tuesday            12/7/21        8:30 am  Breakfast Discussion Group  

 Wednesday            12/8/21                  

 Thursday            12/9/21         4:00pm HSC Meeting   
            7:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting        
 Friday            12/10/21 
 Saturday          12/11/21          

 Sunday             12/12/21   Third Sunday of Advent 

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper  
       Room 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

            2:00 pm Placitas Artists Series Art Exhibit 

            3:00 pm Placitas Artists Series Concert       

            7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Our thanks to……  

  English Liturgist  Trip Jennings 

  Spanish Liturgist  Diane Shepard 

  Ushers    Wendy Ingram 

      Vivian D. DeLara 

  Advent Readers  Don Collins 

      Richard Muetze 

  Refreshments   Kelly Holmes 

  Offering Counters  Karen Cox 

  

   



 

Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Anne Hays Egan, Parish Associate 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Maderia and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com                       
Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson, Sally Curro  
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2022: Jill Hensley, Trip Jennings, Roger Moose 
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Alison Beam, Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 
  
Deacons:   
Class of 2022: Yvonne Brown, Sue Hoff 
Class of 2023: Becky Margolies 
Class of 2024: Vivian deLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
  
Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 


