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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

 

       

     
     

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

      

    ֍ On Christmas Day, there will be one service at 10:30 am. Ken Cuthbertson will be 
 with us that morning. 

    ֍ There will be one service on New Year’s Day at 10:30. Patricia Davison will 
 preach. Welcome, again, Patricia. 

    ֍ Pastor Rich and his family will be on a relaxing vacation from December 25th to 
 January 8th. Please pray for safe travel for the Holmes. Pastor Rich would like to 
 thank the Rev. Dr. Ken Cuthbertson, the Rev. Dr. Anne Hays Egan and the Rev. 
 Patricia Davison for preaching in his absence. 

    ֍ Casa Rosa will be closed December 24th and 31st. 

    ֍ The church office will be closed from December 26th to January 3rd. Sorry, but 
 Karen needs a break! 

    ֍ If you would like to help with the homeless families who have been evicted from 
 the Santa Clara Apartments in Española, please go to our website at 
 lasplacitaschurch.org and donate to “Española Families.” you can also mail us a 
 check or bring it by the office. Please make the check out to Las Placitas Presbyter
 ian Church, but write “Española Families” in the memo. 

  

  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

December 25, 2022                               Christmas Day                                                10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 
cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~     

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CHORAL INTROIT  

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 98) 

One: O sing to the Holy One a new song, the one who has done marvelous things.  

Many: God has remembered the promise, God’s steadfast love and faithfulness to those 
who persevere in faith.  

One: Make a joyful noise to the Holy One, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing 
praises.  

All: Let us worship God!              

*OPENING HYMN #132   “Good Christian Friends Rejoice”    

PRAYER OF REFLECTION  

One: If Christ has been born anew for us in this sacred season, how are we changed by that birth?  
How will the world see Christ living in us?  In this time of silence, let us open our hearts and 
lives to God’s presence and action in and through us. 

 SILENT PRAYER 

* SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

One: Let us now take a moment to share God’s Peace with one another, and with the world, by 
waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a greeting  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 



Ale- luia   alleluia 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                 Mindy Sampson 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     

One: As we prepare to listen for the Good News, let us pray… 
All: Day by day, O Christ, may we see you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow 
you ever more nearly.  Amen. 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                 Isaías 65:17-25  
Spanish liturgist: Sally Curro 

  »Miren, yo voy a crear un cielo nuevo y una tierra nueva. Lo pasado quedará olvidado, 
nadie se volverá a acordar de ello. Llénense de gozo y alegría para siempre por lo que voy a 
crear, porque voy a crear una Jerusalén feliz y un pueblo contento que viva en ella. Yo mismo 
me alegraré por Jerusalén y sentiré gozo por mi pueblo. En ella no se volverá a oír llanto ni 
gritos de angustia. Allí no habrá niños que mueran a los pocos días, ni ancianos que no 
completen su vida. Morir a los cien años será morir joven, y no llegar a los cien años será una 
maldición. La gente construirá casas y vivirá en ellas, sembrará viñedos y comerá sus uvas. No 
sucederá que uno construya y otro viva allí, o que uno siembre y otro se aproveche. Mi pueblo 
tendrá una vida larga, como la de un árbol; mis elegidos disfrutarán del trabajo de sus manos. No 
trabajarán en vano ni tendrán hijos que mueran antes de tiempo, porque ellos son descendientes 
de los que el Señor ha bendecido, y lo mismo serán sus descendientes. Antes que ellos me 
llamen, yo les responderé; antes que terminen de hablar, 
yo los escucharé. El lobo y el cordero comerán juntos, el león comerá pasto, como el buey, 
y la serpiente se alimentará de tierra. En todo mi monte santo no habrá quien haga ningún daño.» 
El Señor lo ha dicho.  

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating, for I am 
about to create Jerusalem as a joy and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and 
delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it or the cry of distress. No 
more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days or an old person who does not live out 
a lifetime, for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls 
short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they 
shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant and another eat, for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen 
shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain or bear children for 
calamity, for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD— 
and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will 
hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, but the 



serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, 
says the LORD.     

 READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                      Luke 2: 25-33  

English liturgist: Virginia Watkins 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, 

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word, for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 

The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God.   

*HYMN #141                                    “On This Day” 

verses 1, 2, 4 

SERMON                                   “Sometimes a Light Surprises”                     Ken Cuthbertson 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from John 1:1-16) 
One: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Many: The Word was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being.  

One: What has come into being in the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

Many: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

One: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the 
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 

Many: He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

One: And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a parent's only child, full of grace and truth…. 



Many: From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 

*RESPONSIVE HYMN #96 El Himnario  “Oh Santisimo, Felicisimo”    

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spanish)  

Padre nuestro, que estás en los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. Hágase tu 
voluntad, así en la tierra como en el cielo. El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy. Y 
perdónanos nuestras deudas, así como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores. Y no nos 
dejes caer en la tentación, mas libranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria, 
ahora y por siempre. Amén. 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #143 (verse 4, line 2 altered) 

 All creation, join in praising 

 God Creator, Spirit, Son, 

 Evermore your voices raising 

 To the eternal Three-in-One: 

 Come and worship, come and worship, 

 Worship Christ the newborn King! 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

All:  You so love the world, O God, that you give yourself to us in and through your 
beloved child Jesus.  Receive these our gifts to you, offered in praise, thanks, and love, gifts 
of our hearts and lives for the good of all.  Amen. 

 FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD 

*CLOSING HYMN #110                  “Love Has Come”       

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “We Wish You a Merry Christmas!” 

*POSTLUDE                                                    Mindy Sampson  

  

  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                             12/25/22  Christmas Day    
             10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary                                                                
               7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 
  Monday                       12/26/22          
 Tuesday                12/27/22        8:00 am   Breakfast Club at Placitas Café  
 Wednesday                12/28/22                            
 Thursday                12/29/22                       
         Friday                  12/30/22        

 Saturday                12/31/22          New Years Eve 
 Sunday                   1/1/2023            Happy New Year!  

             10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

               7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

   Christmas Eve  Christmas Day 

Spanish Liturgist Rich Holmes  Sally Curro 
English Liturgist Kelly Holmes  Virginia Watkins 
Ushers   Virginia Watkins Greg Filip 
   Bill Lumm  Virginia Watkins 
    
Refreshments  Please bring cookies! 



  

 Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner, Janice Langdale 
Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 

Deacons:   
Class of 2023:  Greg Filip, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 
Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 
  



  

 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am. 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

