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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

Good morning!  

Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

Please wave to others during the Sharing of the Peace 

Please wear a mask while inside the building. 

  

    

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

   

 

  

 Winter Solstice Poetry Reading, today at 7:00 pm on Zoom. 

 If you still wish to, you can reserve a poinsettia or luminarias. Please see the form  
 enclosed. 

On Christmas Eve, Las Posadas will begin at 6:30 pm starting from the church. The 
Christmas Eve Service, will begin at 8:00 pm. Please remember to bring cookies to       
share. 

   Please note the changes in service for Sunday, December 26th. There will not be a  
 service at 8:30 am; the 10:30 am service will be a Hymn Sing. 

             There will be a Nominating Committee meeting on December 28 at 7:00 pm on Zoom. 

  Pastor Rich will be taking a well-deserved vacation from January 3rd through the 9th. 
  Bible study with Karl Gustafson will resume in January on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 
 10 am, in the Upper Room. 
 We have a new Mission Statement! It will be announced today. 
 Congratulations to Kristin Rowe and Mark Pustay on their wedding later today!  
 Sadly for us, David Walker went to be with the Lord on Wednesday. Please keep his  
 family in your hearts.  
  

  

  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

December 19, 2021                       Fourth Sunday of Advent                                         10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of 
the visitor cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

During the responses labeled “All” those who are worshipping remotely are asked to keep their 
microphone muted. 

~GATHERING AROUND THE WORD~     

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME                                                                                                                   Rich Holmes  

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS, AND ANNIVERSARIES 

A MOMENT TO HONOR AND CELEBRATE ANNE HAYS EGAN’S MINISTRY 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                       Jacque Fletcher and Don Turton  

We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 

We light this candle in hope [light the first purple candle] 

We light this candle for peace [light the second purple candle] 

We light this candle for joy! [light the pink candle] 

We light this candle with love [light the third purple candle] 

Hear God's promise of love from Isaiah 7:14 

 The Lord will give you a sign. 
 Look, the young woman is with child 
 and shall bear a son, 
 and shall name him Immanuel (God is with us). 
Let us pray: 

 “God of hope, 
 Prince of Peace, 



 Jubilee Judge, 
 and Lord of Love, 
 your goodness is beyond our wildest imaginings. 
 You give us more than we can think to ask, 
 coming to us with impossible possibility 
 in the union of flesh and spirit. 
 Teach us to love this world and all people 
 as you love us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 God of promise, God of hope, 
 into our darkness come.” 

Come let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

INSTRUMENTAL INTROIT 

Responsive Reading (from Psalm 80)                                 Virginia Watkins and Anne Hays Egan 

One: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

All: Restore us, O God. Let your face shine, that we might be saved. 

One: O Lord of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? You have fed 
them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure.  

All: Restore us, O God of hosts! 

OPENING HYMN #92                 “While We Are Waiting, Come”                         Elliot Smith 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                             Rich Holmes  

Brothers and sisters, hear these words from Jesus. “Ask and it will be given you; seek and you will 
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone 
who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” As we trust in these 
words, let us now pray the prayer of confession.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                   Anne Hays Egan 

Loving God, as we await the coming of a Savior who was without sin, we confess to you our 
own sinfulness.  We have hungered for that which does not satisfy. We have compromised 
with evil. We have doubted your power to protect us.  

Forgive our lack of faith. Have mercy on us in our weakness. Restore in us a trust and love 
that will enable us to walk in your ways and delight in doing your will. Amen.   

SILENT PRAYER  

 

 

 



ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                Virginia Watkins 

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare in the name of Jesus Christ, that 
our sins are forgiven. May the God of mercy strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life, Amen. 

 ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

*SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 
another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 
greeting  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Ale- luia   alleluia 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                        Virginia Watkins and Anne Hays Egan 

One: As we listen for the Good News of Christ among us, let us pray:  

*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that you 
have for us today.  

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                  Miqueas 5:2-5a 
Spanish liturgist: Diane Herrera Shepard 

En cuanto a ti, Belén Efrata, pequeña entre los clanes de Judá, de ti saldrá un gobernante de Israel 
que desciende de una antigua familia.' Ahora el Señor deja a los suyos, pero solo hasta que dé a 
luz la mujer que está esperando un hijo. Entonces se reunirán con sus compatriotas los israelitas 
que están en el destierro. El rey se levantará para pastorear a su pueblo con el poder y la majestad 
del Señor su Dios, y ellos podrán vivir en paz, porque el Señor será engrandecido hasta el último 
rincón de la tierra. Él traerá la paz. 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the 
rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, 
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians 
come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds 
and eight installed as rulers. 

 



READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES   Luke 1: 39-55 

English liturgist: Virginia Watkins 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this 
happened to me that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with 
favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who 
fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the 
proud in the thoughts of their hearts He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and 
lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  He 
has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to 
our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 Solo                                                                                                                                Elliot Smith                                                                                                                                                         

SERMON                                              “Leaping for Joy”                                             Rich Holmes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Confession of Belhar) Anne Hays Egan 

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares 
for the church through Word and Spirit. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, 
the communion of saints called from the entire human race. 

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and 
through Jesus Christ; we believe that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the 
church is witness by both word and deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 

We believe that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of 
the destitute, the poor and the wronged. We believe that God calls the church to follow God 
in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry.  

We believe that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and 
need, which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive 
against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream.  



Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the 
glory forever and ever.  

  

MEDITATION HYMN #99 “My Soul Gives Glory to My God (Song of Mary)         Elliot Smith 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER                                      Rich Holmes 

(Ecumenical version, adapted) Our Lord God in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION                            Rich Holmes 

One: Almighty God, it is easy to hear your promises to us and be filled with joy, but it is so much 
harder to give these gifts and dedicate our lives to you in joy.  

All: But we pray that you would allow us to open our hands and our hearts in joy, because 
you have joyfully and lovingly given us everything we have. In Christ’s name, Amen.  

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
HYMN OF RESPONSE #105            “People, Look East”          Elliot Smith  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                 Rich Holmes 

POSTLUDE     

 

  

 

 

 

 



Weekly Calendar 

 Sunday                       12/19/21   Fourth Sunday of Advent 

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper  
       Room 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary   

            7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Monday                 12/20/21            

 Tuesday          12/21/21        8:30 am  Breakfast Discussion Group   

 Wednesday          12/22/21                  

 Thursday          12/23/21                              

 Friday            12/24/21          8:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 

 Saturday          12/25/21           Merry Christmas! 

 Sunday             12/26/21   First Sunday of Christmas 

            8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper  
       Room 

          10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary      

            7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

  Our thanks to……  

  English Liturgist  Virginia Watkins 

  Spanish Liturgist  Diane Herrera Shepard 

  Ushers    Dawn Wolfe 

      Greg Filip 

  Advent Readers  Jacque Fletcher 

      Don Turton 

  Refreshments   Bill Lumm 

  Offering Counters  Karen Cox 

  

    

 



 Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Anne Hays Egan, Parish Associate 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Maderia and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com                       
Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson, Sally Curro  
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2022: Jill Hensley, Trip Jennings, Roger Moose 
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Alison Beam, Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 
  
Deacons:   
Class of 2022: Yvonne Brown, Sue Hoff 
Class of 2023: Becky Margolies 
Class of 2024: Vivian deLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
  
Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 


