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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 

service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 

week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

  

  
Since we are living with a new normal, a few reminders— 

During the Sharing of the Peace, please wave to others 

  

  

  

Please wave to others during the Sharing of the Peace 

 

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

   

    ֍ The Placitas Artists Series Art Reception is at 2 pm today with the concert following at 3 

pm.  

    ֍ Session was postponed to Monday, December 19, at 7 pm. 

    ֍ Las Posadas will gather at 5:30 pm on Christmas Eve in the church parking lot. Bundle up 

for this  traditional event.  

֍ Then gather at the church at 7:30 pm for the Christmas Eve service. Please bring 

flashlights and help others find their way. It is very dark at night in Placitas—good for star 

viewing but not good for walking through the parking lots. Also, please bring cookies to 

snack on and to exchange with others 

֍ On Christmas Day, there will be one service at 10:30 am. Ken Cuthbertson will be with us 

that morning. 

    ֍ There will be one service on New Year’s Day at 10:30. 

    ֍ Pastor Rich and his family will be on a relaxing vacation from December 25th to January 

9th. Please pray for safe travel for the Holmes. 

    ֍ Casa Rosa will be closed December 24th and 31st. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

December 18, 2022                          Fourth Sunday of Advent                                          10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 

cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 

*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                         The Dickson Family 

We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 

We light this candle in hope [light the first purple candle] 

We light this candle for peace [light the second purple candle] 

We light this candle for joy! [light the pink candle] 

We light this candle for love! [light the third purple candle] 

Hear God's promise of joy from Isaiah 7:14 

 The Lord will give you a sign. 

 Look, the young woman is with child 

 and shall bear a son. 

 and shall name him Immanuel (God is with us). 

 Let us pray: 

God of hope, Prince of Peace, Jubilee Judge, and Lord of Love, your goodness is 

beyond our wildest imaginings. You give us more than we can think to ask, coming to 

us with impossible possibility in the union of flesh and spirit. Teach us to love this 

world and all people as you love us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. God of promise, God of 

hope, into our darkness come.  

Come let us walk  

in the light of the LORD. 



  

OPENING HYMN #92              “While We Are Waiting, Come”         

CALL TO CONFESSION        

Beloved of God, hear these words from Jesus. “Ask and it will be given you; seek and you will 

find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.” As we trust in these words, let us now pray the 

prayer of confession as we ask God to forgive our sins.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION     

Almighty God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed. We 

have failed to understand your gift to us in Jesus Christ. We take your love for granted, 

claiming your forgiveness, but continuing to sin. We hoard your blessings for ourselves and 

overlook the needs of others. We trust in our own strength instead of living by yours.  

Forgive us, we pray. Help us to claim our new life in Christ. By your Spirit lead us to live in 

your service, and to share in word and deed the news of your redeeming love. Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS            

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare that in the name of Jesus Christ, 

our sins are forgiven. May the God of mercy strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life. Amen.  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.  

* SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 

another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 

greeting  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 

Ale- luia   alleluia 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                 Mindy Sampson 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     

One: Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life!  

All: Help us now to hear and obey what you say to us today. Through Christ, our Lord, 

Amen.      

  



 

FIRST READING: Matthew 1: 18-23                                                                          John Bullock                

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 

planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which 

means “God with us”.  

HYMN #113                           “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

SECOND READING: Luke 2: 1-7                                                                          Mike Edminster  

In those days, a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 

their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 

David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

HYMN #121                             “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

THIRD READING:  Luke 2: 8-14                                                                               Judie Hendry 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone all around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 

and lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly hosts, 



praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors!”  

HYMN #119                           “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”     

FOURTH READING: Luke 2: 15-20                                                                     Steve Chewning 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in a manger. When they 

saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds had told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

HYMN #115                                   “Away in a Manger”         

  

DRAMA                                 “The Ghost of Christmas Future”   

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spanish Version) Padre nuestro, 

que estás en los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. Hágase tu voluntad, así en 

la tierra como en el cielo. El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy. Y perdónanos nuestras 

deudas, así como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores. Y no nos dejes caer en la 

tentación, mas libranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria, ahora y por 

siempre. Amén. 

OFFERING and OFFERTORY  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

One: Almighty God, it is easy to hear your promises to us and be filled with joy, but it is so 

much harder to give these gifts and dedicate our lives to you in joy.  

All: But we pray that you would allow us to open our hands and hearts in joy, because you 

have joyfully and lovingly given us everything we have. In the name and for the sake of 

Christ, we pray, Amen.  



FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

HYMN OF RESPONSE #84 El Himnario “Dichosa Tierra, Proclamad”        

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                 Rich Holmes 

POSTLUDE                                         Mindy Sampson  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                             12/18/22  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

               8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   

       Room    

             10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

               2:00 pm Placitas Artists Series Art Reception 

               3:00 pm Placitas Artists Series Concert  

               7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                                        

  Monday                       12/19/22          

 Tuesday                12/20/22        8:00 am   Breakfast Club at Placitas Café  

 Wednesday                12/21/22                            

 Thursday                12/22/22        7:00 pm Choir Practice                

         Friday                  12/23/22        



 Saturday                12/24/22        7:30 pm Christmas Eve Worship Service 

 Sunday                   12/25/22            Christmas Day   

             10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

               7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

   This week   Christmas Eve  Christmas Day 

Spanish Liturgist    Rich Holmes  Sally Curro 

English Liturgist John Bullock  Kelly Holmes 

   Mike Edminster 

   Judie Hendry 

   Steve Chewning    Virginia Watkins 

Ushers   Joyce Hoses  Virginia Watkins Greg Filip 

   Wendy Ingram  Bill Lumm  Virginia Watkins 

    

Refreshments  Lynn Coburn  Please bring cookies! 

  

  

  

   

Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 

cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 

service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 

in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-

lppc/sermons.  

  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 

“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 

hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 

radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 

or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 

support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 

and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  



CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Phone:  505-867-5718 

The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 

Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  

Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 

Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 

mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   

Mindy Sampson 
  

Ruling Elders:  

Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 

Class of 2024: Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner 

Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 

Deacons:   

Class of 2023:  Greg Filip, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 

Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 

Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 

  

  

 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 

of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 

Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 

Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 

Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 

to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 

Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 

Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 

an inclusive community of all ages 

gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 

fellowship and spiritual growth. As 

members of the body of Christ, we 

celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 

seek to extend God’s love and promise 

through service, outreach, education, 

music, arts and witness. We are 

MISSION 

STATEMENT 
OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 


