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Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church  

Your presence is a gift. We are glad you are here and hope you find the worship 
service to be meaningful. May God’s peace go with you as you begin a new 
week. If you are looking for a church home, know you are welcome here.  

 

       

     
     

~ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

    ֍ There will be a special collection today so that Kid’s Day Out can purchase a new 
 microwave. 
    ֍ Volunteers are needed on December 3rd starting at 9 am for the Hanging of the 
 Greens. We will be decorating the church inside and out. Refreshments! 
    ֍ Please join us on December 4th after the 10:30 am service to make Christmas  
 ornaments. There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 
    ֍ When parking in the west parking lot, please be aware of the potential for the dead 
 cottonwood branches to break off. We are working on a solution and don’t want 
 damaged people or cars! 
    ֍ Blessings Day will be on December 10 with turkeys and gift cards being  
 distributed. Since Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church has shifted from collect
 ing clothing and toys, they have more need for financial support to purchase gift 
 cards. You can make donations to Our Lady of Sorrows or give them to Karen in 
 the LPPC office. Their number is (505) 867-5252 . 
    ֍ There will be a Christmas party for all children and youth on December 11th from 

2 pm-5 pm at the Dickson home, 1323 Camino Amparo NW, Albuquerque. Please, 
no presents, please bring a cookie cutter. 

    ֍ For our Christmas celebrations, we want to be very festive and are in need of: 

 White, silver or gold decorations for the Christmas tree—please put them in the 
 church  library 

 Electric luminarias  

 The Christmas Eve service will be at 7:30 pm. Please have a flashlight and        
 volunteer to greet people in the parking lots. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

November 27, 2022                           First Sunday of Advent                                            10:30 am 

Order for Worship 

~THE PEOPLE GATHER~ 

Welcome to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. If you are visiting, we invite you to sign one of the visitor 
cards to place in the offering plate, and everybody is encouraged to wear a name tag!   

~ Please silence your cell phones. ~ 
*Please stand or rise in spirit where items are noted with an asterisk.*    

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

GATHERING MUSIC                                       Mindy Sampson 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CHORAL INTROIT                               “Prepare Ye!”                                                           Choir 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                                          The Holmes Family                         

We light this candle in hope, as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
 [light one purple candle] 

Advent means coming. 

Hear God's promise of hope from Isaiah 2: 4 
 We are preparing ourselves for the days 
 when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war any more. 
Let us pray: 
 Faithful God, 
 out of war's chaos, 
 you bring the order of peace. 
 Renew us in hope, 
 that we may work toward 
 Christ's advent of peace 
 among all nations. 
 God of promise, God of hope,  
 into our darkness come. 
Come let us walk in the light of the LORD. 



Opening Hymn #353                   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”           
    

CALL TO CONFESSION                                      Virginia Watkins 

Beloved of God, hear these words of scripture: “We have all sinned, not one of us is clean. But 
there is mercy for those who call on the name of the Lord.” Trusting in God’s grace, let us now 
confess our sins as we pray the prayer of confession.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                  Virginia Watkins 

God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. We confess 
that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised 
judgment. We accept lies as truth, abuse the earth and refuse your justice and peace.  

In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that 
will endure when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen.  

SILENT PRAYER  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                           Virginia Watkins 

Hear again the good news of scripture: “Surely God is our salvation. Have faith, and do not be 
afraid.” In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS (All) - We rejoice that we are forgiven and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

* SHARING SIGNS OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST One: Let us share God’s Peace with one 
another, and with the world, by waving to the other members or using a Zoom icon to send a 
greeting  

Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u-ia 
Alle – alle – alle      lu-u ia 
Ale- luia   alleluia 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                 Mindy Sampson 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
*All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the work of your Holy Spirit, so that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is experienced, we may hear with joy the word that 
you have for us today.  
 
 
 
  



READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                        Salmo 122 

Spanish liturgist: Judie Hendry 

¡Qué alegría cuando me dicen: «Vamos al templo del Señor»! Jerusalén,¡ya estamos dentro de tus 
puertas! Jerusalén, ciudad construida para que en ella se reúna la comunidad.  A ella vienen las 
tribus del Señor para alabar su nombre, como se le ordenó a Israel. En ella están los tribunales de 
justicia, los tribunales de la casa real de David. Digan ustedes de corazón: 
«Que haya paz en ti, Jerusalén; que vivan tranquilos los que te aman. Que haya paz en tus murallas; 
que haya seguridad en tus palacios.» Y ahora, por mis hermanos y amigos diré: 
«Que haya paz en ti. Por el templo del Señor nuestro Dios, procuraré tu bien.» 

One: El misterio revelado para todos. All: Gracias a Dios. 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” Our feet are standing within 
your gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. To it the tribes 
go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house of David. Pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. Peace be within your walls and security 
within your towers.” For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good. 
  

READING FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES                                                Matthew 24: 36-44 

English liturgist: Virginia Watkins 

Jesus said “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as 
in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage, until 
the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and 
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be 
left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand 
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.  Therefore, you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

The mystery of the ages, revealed to all.  All: Thanks be to God. 

  

CHORAL ANTHEM        “My Lord, What a Mornin’”   
    

SERMON                                       “Advent and the Future”      Rich  Holmes 

 



 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Confession of Belhar)  

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares 
for the church through Word and Spirit. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, 
the communion of saints called from the entire human race. 

 We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and 
through Jesus Christ; we believe that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church 
is witness by both word and deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. 

We believe that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of 
the destitute, the poor and the wronged. We believe that God calls the church to follow God 
in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry.  

We believe that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, 
which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against 
any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream.  

Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the 
glory forever and ever.  

*RESPONSIVE HYMN #309 El Himnario  “Segura Mi Esperanza Está”   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER                                      Rich Holmes 

(Traditional version) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 OFFERING and OFFERTORY   

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION     

One: We present you these offerings, O God, as a sign of our faith that is grounded in hope. We 
hope in a generous God who meets our needs. We hope in a creative God who multiplies our gifts. 



We hope in a mysterious God who invites us to kingdom living.  

All: God of hope, accept these gifts and us to your service. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.  

  

~FOLLOWING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD~ 

*CLOSING HYMN #772                   “Live into Hope”                                                    

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                              Rich Holmes 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                          Mindy Sampson 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Weekly Calendar 

             Sunday                             11/27/22  First Sunday of Advent 
               8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   
       Room    
             10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary  
                                                                7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 
  Monday                       11/28/22           
 Tuesday                11/29/22        8:00 am   Breakfast Club at Placitas Café 
 Wednesday                11/30/22        5:00 pm  Girl Scouts                      
 Thursday                  12/1/22        7:00 pm Choir Practice                
         Friday                    12/2/22        
 Saturday                  12/3/22        8:00 am Casa Rosa Distribution    
                9:00 am Hanging of the Greens   
 Sunday                     12/4/22            Second Sunday of Advent 
                8:30 am Early Worship Service: In the Upper   
       Room    
             10:30 am Traditional Worship: Sanctuary 

       Christmas Ornament Making 

               7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous: Fellowship Hall 

Our thanks to……  

   This week   December 4  December 11 

Spanish Liturgist Judie Hendry  Eloise Sanchez  Dana Howarth 
English Liturgist Virginia Watkins Kelly Holmes  Anna Howarth 
Ushers   Leigh Plant  Jacque Fletcher  Wendy Ingram 
   Dave Plant  Don Turton  Joyce Hoses 
Refreshments  volunteer needed Kelly Holmes  volunteer needed 

  

  

  

  

 

 



  

Spanish Heritage!  In honor of our congregation’s Spanish heritage, and out of respect for the ongoing 
cultural diversity of New Mexico, we include Spanish elements in the Sunday Service.   The worship 
service is recorded each week and edited onto a CD.  There are free copies of recent services on the table 
in Fellowship Hall. Sermons may also be heard on our website: www.lasplacitaschurch.org/worship-at-
lppc/sermons.  
  

Hearing Assistance. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church offers a loop system for hearing aid wearers with a 
“T” (telecoil) setting. The worship service is broadcast directly through the hearing aid. Others desiring 
hearing assistance may check out a portable receiver and headset. Our public address system operates on a 
radio frequency which is transmitted to special assisted hearing devices that are available from the greeters 
or sound technician. 

  

Online Giving. Las Placitas Presbyterian Church (LPPC) offers the convenience of donating online to 
support our ministries and missions. It is easy, safe, and secure.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and blessings!  Simply go to www.lasplacitaschurch.org/give 

  

CONTACT US 

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  505-867-5718 
The Rev. Dr. Rich Holmes, Pastor 505-867-5718 
Karen Cox, Administrator: administrator@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Karen Cox, Financial Secretary: finance@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Elliot Smith, Choral Director: choral@lasplacitaschurch.org  
Bunny Bowen, Web Manager: webmanager@lasplacitaschurch.org 
Nicole Madiera and Arielei Kinzer: KDO Preschool Co-Directors: 505-867-3371 
mdodirectors@gmail.com 
                        

Accompanists:   
Mindy Sampson 
  
Ruling Elders:  
Class of 2023: Lynn Coburn, Jacque Fletcher, Virginia Watkins 
Class of 2024: Bill Lumm, Lauren Mueller-Skinner, Janice Langdale 
Class of 2025: Steve Chewning, Judie Hendry, Leigh Plante 

Deacons:   
Class of 2023:  Greg Filip, Ivona McCrary, Eloise Sanchez 
Class of 2024: Vivian DeLara, Kelly Holmes, Jeannette Swent 
Class of 2025: BethAnne Bethel, Yvonne Brown Grant, Chris Mink 

Clerk of Session: Carl Allen 
  



  

 

 

 

    In 1882, José L. A. Gurulé, a descendant of settlers 
of Spain’s 1768 San Antonio de las Huertas Land 
Grant, invited Rev. José Ynés Perea, a native of 
Bernalillo and the first ordained Hispanic 
Presbyterian minister in the United States, to come 
to a meeting in Placitas. This led to holding monthly 
Presbyterian services. 

     On February 25, 1894, all 95 adults present at 
Sunday service led by Rev. James Menaul and Rev. 
Perea voted to organize the Presbyterian Church at 
Las Placitas. Presbyterian Churches began to be 
established in the New Mexico Territory starting 
with Santa Fe in 1867, and Placitas followed as the 
35th church organized, 17th among those extant. 

     Early church services were held in the same one-
room adobe house used from 1893 until 1900 as the 
Presbyterian Mission School. In 1913, the adobe 
house was renovated and a tower added for the bell 
purchased in 1894 from the San Felipe Pueblo. In 
1930, a new church building was built in the same 
location, after razing the adobe house and reusing its 
bricks. In the early 1980s, an addition gave us the 
current sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and a kitchen. 
Construction from August 2004 to May 2005 
expanded the kitchen and added the administrative 
and educational wing. 

  P.O. Box 768, 7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.lasplacitaschurch.org 505.867.5718 

  

    Las Placitas Presbyterian Church is 
an inclusive community of all ages 
gathering for worship, prayer, learning, 
fellowship and spiritual growth. As 
members of the body of Christ, we 
celebrate God’s grace in our lives and 
seek to extend God’s love and promise 
through service, outreach, education, 
music, arts and witness. We are 
committed to peace and justice in the 
world, and to care for the earth as God’s 
gift to humankind.  
We cherish our origin as an early 
Spanish village mission church and 
honor this heritage in all of our 
activities.  

We are Presbyterian in theology and 
governance, but welcome and support 
all people as they explore their personal 
life paths, emphasizing Christ’s word, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them”  

~Matthew 18:20 

MISSION 
STATEMENT OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

LAS PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  

Sunday Worship 8:30 am and 10:30 am. 

Gather for conversation and food after the 10:30 am Service! 

http://www.lasplacitaschurch.org/

