
Volume: 1 Issue: 3 Nov-Dec 2018

CCS

Love God.
Love People.
Extend the Gospel.

Glory to God in the highest

“
“ Luke 2:14a
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INSIDE
To be used of God for the purpose of His 
glory and His plan for our community 
and beyond. We do this by intentionally 
and purposefully gathering corporately 
and in small groups to worship God, 
unconditionally love all people, and seek 
to live out and extend the Gospel of the 
Kingdom of God, through Jesus Christ.

Our Vision



Staff:
LAURYL ARMSTRONG
Bookkeeper

LIBBY ARMSTRONG
Upper Elementary Teacher

DAWN BALDERRAMA
Administrative Assistant

MALISSA BERTELLA
Office Administrator

DAN BRIGGS
Facilities Manager

JULIA BURRIER
Lower Elementary Teacher

JOHN CARTER
Design and Video

ANDREA CORBRIDGE
Ministry Operations Lead

NATHAN PAGAARD
Worship Leader

ROBERTA STEEN
Nursery Teacher

M
E

E
T

TEAM
OUR

Pastoral:
DAVID GRISANTI
Missions Pastor

JOSH LOTT
Associate Pastor

PETER VOORHEES
Lead Pastor

Elders:
PETER BERTELLA

MIKE BURTON

ISAAC HOLMES

SEAN LYNCH

DON RICHARD

IT Staff:
PETER BERTELLA

BRYCE CORBRIDGE

1MEET OUR TEAM



2

           November and December tend to be the months that fill up our calendar the most and the fastest.  It is one  
  of my most favorite times of year.  The weather turns colder, pumpkin spice everything hits the stores,we  
                make our Thanksgiving and Christmas plans, you might play in the annual turkey bowl at the local   
  park, brave the crowds during black Friday shopping, we have our various Christmas parties we attend, and  
            then we decompress during the in-between time of Christmas and New Year’s Day.  It’s a time of feasting and 
         celebrating followed by rest and recuperating. 

While I enjoy this time of year, for some, it’s a difficult time.  There are also those among us who are hurting, poor, and/
or alone.  When this time of year comes around, it only intensifies their difficult reality.  The societal pressure and cultural 
expectations during this time of year can cause many to live in quiet desperation.  

In the English language we have one word for “love.”  It’s easy to see how the English language becomes insufficient and 
confusing when we use the same word love to describe our relationship to ice cream and our relationship to our family 
(some of you might be thinking, “No, that’s accurate!”).  In the ancient Greek language there are four separate words for the 
word love.  One of these Greek words for love is agape.  

Agape love is a “one-way” love that is not conditional on the response of the recipient.  In early church history, the church 
would have regular gatherings called the “agape feast,” or love feast.  It was a communal meal time where all who came to 
the table were considered equals.  In a day where the poor, the widowed, and the orphans were neglected by society, these 
love feasts created a tangible expression of Christ’s love and charity. 

        According to Tertullian, a North African Church Father of the third century  
        A.D., “these celebrations observed a particular format: As it is an act of religious  
        service, it permits no vileness or immodesty. The participants, before reclining,  
        taste first of prayer to God. As much is eaten as satisfies the cravings of hunger;  
        as much is drunk as befits the chaste … After manual ablution … each is asked  
        to stand forth and sing, as he can, a hymn to God, either one from the holy  
        Scriptures or one of his own composing ... As the feast commenced with prayer,  
        so with prayer it is closed.” (Apol. 39)

The early church would come together over this common meal and celebrate the work of Christ that has, by extension, 
made them family.  Those who were business owners, slaves and slave-owners, merchants, farmers, widows, orphans, those 
who were rich, poor, and needy, all of these found a seat at the agape feast.  

What does it look like for us to open up our tables for an agape feast in our day?  For years, Ron and Paulette Thomas have 
opened their home on Thanksgiving for many who don’t have a table to sit at.  Navy families, new transplants into our area, 
those who can’t go home to see family, and even some who have no family at all. The Thomas home has been one where 
love, a sense of family, and a good time has been had by all.  

Their example has inspired Crystal and I to invite those without family nearby to join us at our table.  It is a small thing to 
set a couple more placemats at the table and cook a bit more food, in comparison to the memories, friendships, and sense of 
family that is created with coming to the feasting table.  While we haven’t called it an agape feast, we’d call it Thanksgiving 
or Christmas dinner, it is what I imagine the first century church doing from house to house (albeit more frequently).  

As we enter into this time of feasting, filled with joy and family, consider those around you who may not have a place to 
land for the holidays.  Might God be moving you to open up your table where you might give opportunity for someone to 
experience God’s unconditional love through your thoughtfulness and generosity?  As we do
the things that Jesus did, eating and drinking with all types of people, from all different
backgrounds, we will also be filled with the same joy He has.  May God bless you and keep
you.  May God continue to lead you and give you many opportunities to live out our confession! 
       
      Pastor Peter Voorhees

PASTOR PETE’S 1:1

“You have loved righteousness and 
hated wickedness; therefore God, your 
God, has anointed you with the oil of 
gladness beyond your companions.”
     -Hebrews 1:9
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1)    Calvary Women as they continue to love and serve one another through study of the Word and fellowship.

2)    For Calvary Chapel of Silverdale to be a beacon of hope during the holiday season to those who have not      
        heard the Gospel.

3)    The people and leadership of Seaside Church as they minister to people in Bremerton. 

4)    For Pastor David Grisanti as he teaches and ministers to pastors across the globe.

5)    Pray Matthew 9:37-38, that the Lord of the harvest would raise up laborers in Kitsap County to build His      
        Kingdom.

                    PRAYER

CCS Prayer Points

List of Deployed
       
Church Members:   Deployed: 
       
Paige Kamp                                                Alex Strayer      
Stephen and Tahne Arrington            Taylor Arrington
Stephen and Tahne Arrington            Travis Zapata
Shane Taylor                                              Orion Taylor

We have the profound invitation to join Christ, to be in communion with Him in intercession for one another.  
If you have a prayer request, would you let us intercede on your behalf?  Our prayer team is dedicated to 
praying throughout the week for each request we receive, and all are held in strict confidence.  If you would 
like to send us a request, there are four ways to submit:

Call our Prayer Chain Lead, Michiele Shaw at 360-689-3118
Email the church office at office@ccsilverdale.com
Submit through our church app by choosing the ‘Prayer’ tab
Fill out the prayer section of the connect card you received on Sunday.

Need Prayer?
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         Sprouts
         Inviting all moms of young children!
         “May the Lord cause you to flourish both  
         you and your children.” Psalm 115:14

Please join us for encouragement, support and fellowship as we are give the privilege of raising children. We 
meet the second and last Wednesdays of the month from 10 AM – 12:00 PM at the Moller home.  Contact 
Ellen Moller with any questions and for directions to her house.  You can also check out our facebook page 
Sprouts@CalvaryChapelSilverdale.  Meetings: November 14 & 28, December 12
          

     Ladies Tuesday Craft Fellowship
     Join us Tuesday mornings from 10 AM to noon at CCS for a time to  
     work on crafts or just visit and enjoy each other’s company. Contact Sue  
     Battin at 360.689.4417 for more info.
     

Women’s Breakfast ~ Joan Stanley and Katherine Read
When: Nov. 10, 9:00-10:30 AM
Where: Calvary Chapel Silverdale
This is a free breakfast, and childcare is provided.  Please sign up on our church website.

           
      Christmas Creations ~ Paulette Thomas
      $10.00 Registration fee
      When: Nov. 24, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
      Where: Raspberry Ridge Farm
      The $10 fee covers all the supplies for making your own beautiful wreaths and
      centerpieces.  Please sign up on our church website.

O’ Come Let Us Adore Him; A Women’s Night of  Worship and Decadent Desserts with Guest Musician Tracie Marsh 
When: Nov. 30, 7:00-9:00 PM
Where: Raspberry Ridge Farm
Please join us for this wonderful evening of amazing worship, fellowship and decadent desserts.  What better 
way to usher in the Christmas Season?  Please sign up online on our church website. 
    

       Save The Date
         Women’s Winter Bible Study ~ Rita Eklund
         This study will be Tuesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 PM, 
         beginning January 8.  Watch for additional details coming soon.
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CALVARY WOMEN’S VISION STATEMENT:

To serve, encourage, and love the women of  Calvary Chapel of  Silverdale 
with spiritually sharpening relationships, activities, and discipleship, and 
to seek God’s Wisdom in all decisions with sensitivity and discernment.

        

Malissa Bertella just completed leading an amazing Bible study from
RightNow Media called “Crossing the Waters” by Leslie Leyland Fields.
The author parallels her own incredible walk with Jesus with that of the 
disciples.  This video was shot on a beautiful island in Alaska where Leslie is a commercial salmon fisherman with her hus-
band and family.  There were so many rich and emotional moments throughout the series.  Spoiler Alert!  It seems most of
our questions on how best to follow Jesus boiled down to one question, “Do you love Jesus?”  I highly recommend this study 
to anyone.  A new believer will hear the Gospel through this 6-week study and have the opportunity to learn how to navi- 
         gate through the storms of life that we all face sooner or later.  And, someone who has been
         walking with Jesus their whole life will discover many gold nuggets of truth as we all did.  If
         you haven’t downloaded the RightNow Media app yet, know that it is free gift to you through
         Calvary Chapel of Silverdale.  If you need an account, email the church office
         at office@ccsilverdale.com and they will get you set up. ~Joan

         As our vision statement says, the goal of the Calvary Women’s Team is to serve, encourage and
         love each beautiful lady that calls CCS their church home.  If you need prayer, encouragement,
         guidance, or maybe just a friendly listening ear, we would love to connect with you.  Please
         email us at women@ccsilverdale.com.  Also, if you have any questions or would like more
         information regarding any of the women’s events, contact us at that same email address. 

Fall Bible Study
Highlights

Joan Stanley

Melissa Rouse         Malissa Bertella         Joan Stanley
Rita Eklund         Katherine Read         Paulette Thomas
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FORGE
YOUTH MINISTRY

The Forge Youth Ministry is for young people in grades 6-12 and meets Tuesday evenings at the church 
from 6:30-8:30 PM.
    
Teaching Series: 
We will be in Romans 8 through December. Join us as we explore this amazing chapter of Scripture, and 
learn to rest on the promises that we are secure in the work of Jesus!

Events:
Video Game Night (November 10)—Join us for an evening of fun! We will be hanging out at the church,  
 playing video games, and eating food.
              Childcare Night (December 8)—We will be hosting a childcare night at the church and we
       need your help! We are raising money to help lower the cost of camp and other events
                   throughout the year, so we would love for all students to be there to help out.
           Christmas Party (December 18)—Our annual Christmas party is always
                loads of fun, and this night won’t be any different! Bring a gift for our
                  gift exchange (something that you don’t use, but wouldn’t throw away)
     and hygiene items for the Kitsap Rescue Mission! Food and fun will
       be had by all.

           General Update:
             FORGE youth group is growing in relationship with Jesus, and in
              number, and we would not be where we are without the love and
              support of our wonderful congregation. Thank you for your
              prayers and your encouragement to us as we seek to share the
             love of Christ with these young people. If you’re wondering how
            else you can help out, here it is: Please be praying for more female
         leaders in our youth group! As our numbers grow, we are in great
                    need of ladies who feel called to encourage young women as they face
            more and more of what life has to throw at them. If this is you, please drop
          me an email at josh@ccsilverdale.com or grab me at church and lets chat! 

    Peace, 

    Pastor Josh

Pastor Josh Lott
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Update:

The Kitsap School of Ministry currently has nine students! This is
our largest class yet, so thank you for your prayers and support over
the last two years. As the KSM continues to grow, please be in prayer
that our students would be filled with not only knowledge, but also
a passion to serve and love the community around them.

Upcoming Course:
Winter Practicum (November 1 - December 20) 

This course strives to equip the students not only with theological and 
spiritual understanding, but also provides the tools needed for practical
application in the areas of leading missions, church planting, and 
establishing/maintaining various church programs. The metho-
dologies covered in this class are project management tools from
Waterfall and Agile.

  This course is taught by Peter Bertella, Senior IT 
  Project Manager for a software company based
\  out of Seattle.  In Peter’s 8+ years as a Project
  Manager, he has successfully lead multimillion
  dollar concurrent global projects.  These projects
  have allowed Peter to be familiar with many
  project management methodologies including
  Waterfall, Agile, and DevOps. He brings these
  same tools to the classroom to show students
  how to be successful in the vision and ministry
God has called them to.  Peter is a graduate of Calvary Chapel Bible
College Europe where he lead multiple missions trips and programs,
and currently serves as an Elder at Calvary Chapel Silverdale.

Peter Bertella
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W

We believe that church doesn’t just happen on Sunday morning but any time believers 
gather to live life together. Our hope and prayer is that people would connect with each 
other throughout the week and grow in the love and knowledge of Christ. Please consider 
this your invitation to contact any of the community groups hosts listed below or reach 
out to our Community Leaders, Brock Moller at brock@ccsilverdale.com or Ellen Moller at 
lnclarke@hotmail.com.

SUNDAY:
4:30 PM 
Poulsbo. Issac & Rebecca Holmes (360) 362-3657

MONDAY: 
6:00 PM
E. Bremerton. Michael & Lizzie Burris (425) 308-9904

TUESDAY:
6:00 PM
E. Bremerton. Brock & Ellen Moller (360) 509-1809

WEDNESDAY:  
6:00 PM
Silverdale. Mark & Elizabeth Paulus (360) 620-4937

7:00 PM
Poulsbo. Pastor David & Debbie Grisanti (360) 697-2924

THURSDAY:
6:30 PM
Pt Orchard. Brian & Libby Armstrong (360) 47306425

6:30 PM
Seabeck. Joe & Teresa Brooks (360) 271-8878

FRIDAY: 
9:00 AM
Cafe Noir. Bonnie Manuel & Jean Wynn (360) 908-3091
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CALENDAR

November
                  

           

                         

   30TH:                  
      Women’s Night of Worship
           7:00 PM - 9:00 PM at Raspberry Ridge Farm
           See page 4 for more details.
           

24TH:                  
Christmas Creations
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM at Raspberry Ridge Farm
See page 4 for more details.

16TH:                  
Night of Worship
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
See page 18 for more details.

10TH:                  
Women’s Breakfast
9:00 AM - 10:30 AM
See page 4 for more details.

Forge Video Game Night
2:00 PM - 8:00 PM
See page 6 for more details.

      5TH - 6TH:                  
   Learning to Love People Well
     6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (ACE’s)
     See page 18 for more details.
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3RD - 4TH:                  
Learning to Love People Well
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (Cultural Conversations)
See page 18 for details.

      1ST:                  
   Christmas Party
     6:00 PM - 9:30 PM at Kitsap Conference Center
             See page 18 for details.

December

8TH:                  
Toy Swap
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM at Nollwood  Clubhouse
See page 15 for details.

Forge Childcare Night
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
See page 6 for details.

18TH:
Forge Christmas Party
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
See page 6 for details.

14TH:                  
Christmas Caroling at Nollwood
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
See page 15 for details.

24TH:
Christmas Eve Service
7:00 PM at CCS
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September is always a very special month at Calvary Chapel Silverdale, one we all look forward to. The air be-
gins to have that cool crisp feeling, and the beautiful fall colors of bright orange, yellow, pink and red begin to 
appear. But what really makes this time so special is the annual church baptism and pigluck at Raspberry Ridge 
Farm, an event that is a favorite for so many of us. 

      Let’s be honest, no one knows how to feast and fellowship together better than we do.
      Church family, precious moments spent together, new memories and friendships
      made-this is heaven on earth and we cherish these moments.
      This year we were blessed to witness two baptisms, Mick
      O’Shaughnessy and Shane Taylor. There was something beautiful
      and moving about hearing their declarations of faith, their public
      vow to die to self and faithfully follow Jesus for the rest of their
days, and then watching them go under the waters and emerge wet and joyful as the rest
of us watch on, thankful for these brothers in Christ. God is so good.

                 There was something else that
                 happened that made this particular
                 September of 2018 extra special. That
                 was, of course, the ordination of Josh
                 Lott to the Gospel Ministry. The short
                 ceremony that took place at the 9:00
                 AM service on September 16 was a
                 special time, as Josh was joined on
                 stage by his wife Rebecca, Pastor Pete
                 and the Board of Elders. Following the 
                 ordination, a reception was held at
                 Raspberry Ridge Farm and was a 
sweet time of fellowship as we celebrated God’s faithfulness in calling Josh to the Gospel Ministry. 

We are so blessed by Pastor Josh: his servant’s heart, his passion for the church, his love for all people and his 
love for the Word. We look forward to all that God will do in and through Josh for many years to come.

Mick, Shane and Josh -- we are so thankful for each of you.

8TH:                  
Toy Swap
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM at Nollwood  Clubhouse
See page 15 for details.

Forge Childcare Night
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
See page 6 for details.

Thankful
for Seasonal Blessings

Mick O’Shaughnessy

Shane Taylor

Isaac Holmes               Pastor Peter Voorhees              Mike Burton                      Don Richard
Peter Bertella                 Pastor Josh Lott       Pastor David Grisanti                 Sean Lynch
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Q. How old are you and when is your birthday?
A. I’m 6. My birthday is December 28, the same month as Jesus’ birthday.
    That makes me feel pretty special!

Q. What is your favorite color?
A. Red.

Q. What do you want to be when you grow up?
A. A race car driver!

Q. What is your favorite animal?
A. Horses, they’re very pretty.

Q. If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go? Why?
A. Japan. My parents went there once and I see pictures from it. I would like to go too.

Q. What is something that people might be surprised to know about you?
A. That I’m pretty chill. Also, I can do backflips on my trampoline.

Q. Do you have a favorite Bible character?
A. Sampson. I like him because he takes responsibility.

Q. What are some other things you are interested in?
A. I love to paint and do crafts. Butterflies are my favorite flying things, especially the Monarch butterflies,      
    they’re beautiful.

Q. What is something you love to do? 
A. Rake leaves, I even get paid for it!

Q. What is something you love about your parents?
A. That they love me.

Q. What is your favorite food?
A. Pizza!

Q. Who is your favorite superhero? Why?
A. Batman, because he’s dark and he blends into the night.

      

                                    Jameson is a sweet, intelligent, and extremely creative boy. 
             His amazing sense of humor, his creativity, and his humble
         spirit blesses our church family. When Jameson enters his Sunday
     School classroom, he brings with him a sense of joy and energy that
             is both refreshing and contagious. Needless to say we love and are so
         thankful for this sweet boy, and we can’t wait to see all the wonderful
     things the Lord has in store for him.

What we love about Jameson:

MEET Jameson Lynch

KIDS CORNER
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          In the Children’s Ministry, we provide yearly trainings that 
          focuses on a specific skill or theme. This year, we brought in
          Tif Junker to teach on Trauma Informed Care. Here are some
          things that those who attended have to say about it:

                  “I found the trauma-informed care training extremely beneficial. Oftentimes it’s so easy
   to see unwanted behavior from a child and jump to conclusions about the child, or even
   respond in a way that is not helpful, or could make the situation worse. As a foster parent,
   and childcare volunteer, it was helpful to learn about the impacts trauma has on a child’s
brain, and how that plays into day to day life. We came away with a new perception on people and the way they
behave, as well as gained some practical tools to respond more positively to those who we serve that might require a
little more love and attention. I am so thankful for a church leadership team that listens to the needs of our
community. Thank you for providing this training!” - Rebecca

  “I am a Kids’ Check-in volunteer. I went to this training to support the Children’s Ministries program.  As usual,  
  the Lord knew it would be much more than just filling an obligation. It was a privilege to hear from our speaker  
  Tif ’s 19-year-old adopted daughter, Faith. Her contributions at the first session would’ve been enough, but she
  spoke following the group watching a documentary her family had made of the difficulties that A.C.E. kids and
  their families go through. It was such a joy to see how well she is doing.

  There were many ideas from the three sessions I don’t want to forget. Concerning children who may struggle with
                 a variety of serious issues: rather than wondering what’s wrong with them, I will now consider what happened to 
them. I liked the idea that a ‘multi-generational community of support’ is important and is a good description of what Children’s 
Ministry and the church are about. Anyone who interacts with children can benefit from the suggestion to ‘Express empathy through 
connection before correction.’ One of my main takeaways from the third and final session was that “children want to know that we’re 
on their team.” Thanks to this training, I think we who attended have increased our ability to do that!” - Evelyn 

“As I entered into this teaching for our Children’s Ministry, I had my own expectations of how it was going to go. 
I envisioned learning skills, and clinical ways to address children in a classroom setting. While these are all great
things, I am so glad the teachers went so much deeper. Hearing Faith’s story truly inspired me! I went home and 
prayed to start seeing children through Gods eyes. This experience humbled me as a mother, and inspired me to 
really dig deep into my own heart and see the pain (trauma) I inflict on my own children daily -- not to feel 
condemnation, but to really understand my own projection that gets passed down to my children. If we can stop 
for a moment and see the pain a child with trauma is experiencing through God’s eyes, compassion calls us to 
draw them close in comfort, and bring healing into their life. Taking this class reminded me of how hard it is for a
child with trauma to receive love, and be vulnerable. Loving a child can help set them free and give them a peace in their life they 
have been missing. I learned so much in class, as I know each and every person there did too. We all have our own unique identity in 
Christ and get to bring that to the children. God has a specific life for you touch each and everyday. 

When I prayed for God to show me which church family I belong to, He brought me here -- specifically to this place. I couldn’t 
help but ask Him, ‘Why?’ When I went to the Women’s Bible study this summer, the series was on FAITH. Since I grew up around 
non-believers, faith is something I have struggled with. I really found comfort in being around women who were helping to empow-
er me to grow in faith. As time passed, I asked God to show me more about our church’s identity (what specifically do we bring as a 
whole that is unique), and one word was all I needed -- FAITH. Then hearing Faith’s story, I knew we are a church that is called to 
walk out in faith that moves others to do so. I declare over our family that we are a church that (like first responders) welcomes the 
hurting, and those who have suffered by loving them.” - Cassandra

  “I feel so blessed and am so very grateful that I had the opportunity to attend the classes on Trauma Informed Care.
  This training really does support a paradigm shift for working with children who have suffered from trauma. The
  extent to which trauma impacts our brains, biology and behaviors was shocking. My biggest take-away was that
  many children who ‘won’t’ stop a bad or disruptive behavior actually can’t stop. Both the children, and especially
  their families, need our help and our love to support them. For those of us who attended these workshops, we got
  to see a beautiful example of this in Tif Junker. She really modeled for us what it looks like to love a child uncon-
  ditionally. I am so humbled and inspired by this experience, and look forward to the changes I can make in both 
my own life and in working with children to better love them, as Jesus loves them.” - Aila CALVARY KIDS

Rebecca Lott

Evelyn Clarke

Cassandra Waller

Andrea Corbridge 
Ministry Operations Lead

Aila Thomson
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                  Over the years, through television, I’ve watched many  
             rocket launches, global orbits by astronauts, and reentries,  
             as they break through back into the earth’s atmosphere.  
             It is the reentry that always seemed to carry the most  
             drama. The combination of speed, heat and the inability  
             to communicate during those moments made for great  
             anticipation and drama. So much could go wrong. But  
             then we’d see the grainy image of a space capsule 
             parachuting down and dropping into the ocean. When  
the astronauts finally emerged, we knew that all was well. But, it was a very dangerous element of an already-dangerous mission.

For many missionaries returning from the mission field, reentry into their culture can be a very stressful time. I recently interviewed 
a man who is a missionary and has recently returned to the U.S. after many years on the foreign mission field. He had some insightful 
things to say. Anthony (not his real name) spent many years in Asia with his family. His responses to the following questions:

What was the biggest challenge you faced upon returning? 
He said that being outside the U.S. culture for so long made it very difficult to integrate back into it. For a long time, he and his family 
felt like outsiders. Even common American phrases were unfamiliar to him, things like “I’m good,” “brain freeze,” and “the bomb” 
were completely outside of his vocabulary and understanding. For his children especially, who grew up in Asia, the way of life in the 
U.S. was a foreign way of life. They all knew the language but not the culture. So it took time to settle in and feel like the U.S. is their 
home.

How did you view other Christians in light of your own experiences? 
The temptation was there, for sure, to see others as not being as dedicated, as willing, as committed. But, Anthony said that they 
navigated through those dangerous waters pretty well, especially with the love and care of their home church, where they were not 
only welcomed back but helped, provided for, and greatly assisted as they went through the process of reentry. However, for many 
missionaries, both long-term and short-term, this can be a common pitfall. 

(When I’ve taken others with me on a mission trip, I try to debrief them on the way back, to be careful that they don’t judge others 
in light of their own experiences. As I stated in an earlier article, those stateside who provide for the foreign missionaries are just as 
important as the ones on the field.)

Did you feel appreciated once back home? 
For Anthony and his family, what made the biggest difference was, again, their church family. Their place in the church and their 
efforts abroad were valued and recognized. 

How did coming home affect your children? 
All of Anthony’s children, now in college, were born and grew up in Asia. That is their way of life. So, coming back and going to 
school, making friends, it was a huge challenge, in that others their age simply expected them to jump right in and be a part of the 
teen lifestyle. It was assumed by their peers that they had the same familiarity with the town and the life patterns as they did. They 
wanted to be part of a community but the process was frustrating and difficult. Though no fault of their own, their peers were often 
unsympathetic to the process of transition. 

One more thing he mentioned: His wife had been harshly interrogated by the authorities of the city in which they lived, being hostile 
toward the missions efforts of Anthony and his family. It created a PTSD in her that necessitated counseling
appointments once stateside. By God’s grace, there has been healing from that. But that is an element of
foreign missions of which most people are unaware. 

So, let’s remember to pray for our missionaries, not just while they’re abroad, but even more when they
return home or even when they’re on furlough back in the states. When you have opportunity, reach
out, provide for their needs, love them in practical ways, and be there through the long and sometimes
dangerous process of reentry.

MISSIONS

REENTRY

Pastor David Grisanti
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Here’s What We’ve Been Doing in Nollwood:

Back to School BBQ: Nathan Pagaard and CCS Family
Christmas Caroling: Nathan and Colleen Pagaard and CCS Family

Disc Golf: Paul Wright and Eric Martin
Grocery Getters: Pam Turner, Roberta Steen, Steve Ritnour
Hopes and Dreams Forums: Gary Fryer and Nathan Pagaard
Nollwood Gardeners: Kathy Martz
Parenting Classes: Andrea Christianson
Toy Swap: Lizzie Burris, Ann Dyer, and CCS Family
Trunk or Treat: Amy O’Shaughnessy and CCS Family
Tuesday Youth: Pastor Pete and Bill Southard
Washing Machine Repairs: Don Richard and OJ Simpson
Assisting with food, repairs and general household needs/projects: 
Many from the CCS Family

Here’s What’s Coming Up:

Christmas Caroling:

We will be caroling in Nollwood on December 14th from 6:00 
pm to 8:00 pm.  If you’d like to come along and enjoy some 
great fellowship and Christmas cheer, contact Nathan at na-
than@ccsilverdale.com.  

Toy Swap:

After the success of last year’s event LTN is so excited to be 
offering the Toy Swap at Nollwood again this year.  It will be 
held at the Nollwood Clubhouse on Saturday, December 8th 
from 2:00 pm-5:00 pm.  Want to get involved?  Here’s how 
you can help:

Donate new or gently used toys that can be dropped off in the 
designated bin in the church foyer. 

Help sort and label toys leading up to the Toy Swap event
Help facilitate the Toy Swap in Nollwood on December 8th
Help gift wrap the toys during the event in Nollwood

If you are interested in serving at this year’s Toy Swap, please 
contact Nathan at: nathan@ccsilverdale.com

Thanks for helping us love the neighborhood! 
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Can you believe November is already here? The holiday season is in full swing, bringing with it pumpkin spice lattes, fall 
leaves, football and turkey; followed by peppermint mochas, scarves, mittens, Christmas trees, parties and caroling. It’s the 
season of giving and love, and central to all of this is one of God’s greatest gifts to us here on earth -- family. The dictionary 

defines family as:

 •  A group consisting of parents and children living together in a household.
 •  All of the descendants of a common ancestor.
 
These definitions make sense. However there are many people, I think, that would argue that they either do not define their family at 
all, or only partially define it. I am definitely one of those in the latter category. There are people in my life who I am not biologically 
related to, but yet I hold a deep and lasting friendship with, a connection that goes back to my childhood. I consider them just as 
much my family as my flesh and blood. Scripture has a lot to say about family as well. Here are just a couple passages:

Romans 8:15
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we 
cry, “Abba! Father!”

1 John 3:1
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. 

Matthew 12:49-50 
Where Jesus Himself had this to say: And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”

If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, regardless of who you share DNA with, you are now part of a family. This 
family stretches from one end of the earth to the other and will live on for eternity. You have been adopted by a merciful Father, mak-
ing you the son or daughter of the Most High, and you are loved with an everlasting love that literally formed your inward being, and 

Featuring You
By Malissa Bertella
Extending an invitation, 
creating family.

By Malissa Bertella

Featuring You

FEATURING YOU
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sacrificed all to have you. That is the love that now surrounds you; that passion for you will never fade, and despite what may come 
your way in this life, you are safe, you are steadfast in this love, in this family. 

The good news is we don’t have to wait for heaven to experience this love. We can experience
it right here, right now. Jesus said that the world would know us, His followers, His family, 
by our love. There have been many people in my life who have embodied this love and truly
followed Christ’s example, allowing Him to supernaturally touch and change the lives of
others through them. Two of these people are Ron and Paulette Thomas. 

Ron and Paulette show us what it means to love people well through hospitality, the opening
up not only their home, but their hearts as well. They invite anyone who will come to be a part
of their family, and extend the good news of the Gospel in the form of a delicious meal, the
annual Pigluck, Easter sunrise service with a pancake breakfast, and so much more. 

Paulette’s love for the church and family began when she was a young child. She and her siblings were raised in a small town in Maine 
by their single mother after their father passed away suddenly. For Paulette, her church was family.  A place she felt loved, safe, sup-
ported, and at home. She carried the traditions of her home church with her when she moved to Washington as an adult.

“It’s about extending an opportunity and sharing the love of Jesus through hospitality. We often feel like we have to look a certain way. 
We have in our minds the perfect picture of the holidays, like a Norman Rockwell painting, and in reality, that’s just not how everyone 
feels. The holidays can be very hard for people, and we just don’t know what others are dealing with or going through in their lives. If 
we find ourselves alone or going through hard times, we can choose to focus inwardly, which will only bring discontent, misery and 
unhappiness. Or, we can choose to dwell on all the blessings God has given us, and acknowledge that even if the only good thing in 
our life at that moment is the work that Jesus did for us on the cross, that in itself is a blessing far above measure and we can celebrate 
in that. We can choose to look outward, to not focus on our situation, but instead focus on reaching others with the love of Jesus. No 
matter what you have, be it little or great, God can and will use it. When we open our arms and welcome everyone in without judging 
them, something beautiful happens -- we create community, we create family.” 

Raspberry Ridge Farm is a place where everyone who comes, whether it’s for a wedding, Bible study, dinner, etc., truly feels loved, 
accepted, refreshed, and at home in its peaceful surroundings. If you mention this to Ron or Paulette, their response is always simple, 
“It’s Jesus. Our land, this farm, everything we do is a gift from Him. Every year we ask Him what He wants us to do with this property, 
because it all belongs to Him.” 

We all come from different backgrounds and walks of life. Some of us were raised in loving homes, others experienced trauma, abuse 
and abandonment, still others have dealt with loss and suffering. The truth is we don’t know what the person sitting next to us in 
church is going through in their life, or the person standing in line in front of us at the store, or our neighbors, or co-workers, even our 
friends. 
 
             So this holiday season, I would like to challenge myself and my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ
             to follow the example that Jesus gave us, and that is this: to open our hearts and extend our hands to 
             those whom God will bring into our lives. To embrace the opportunities He will bring our way, not
             run from them or turn a blind eye to them, too busy in tradition and festivities to pause and consider
             others. Let’s allow Him to love people well through us, to be willing and obedient conduits of His
             grace through the holidays and even throughout the entire year. What would this look like? How 
             could our community be transformed? What would happen? I believe we would have a front row
             seat to the miracle of watching our Heavenly Father change hearts, transform lives, create beauty
             from ashes, and build His kingdom, His family, here. Maybe the first life to be transformed, or
             renewed, will be ours.Malissa Bertella

Paulette Thomas Ron Thomas

There also you and your households shall eat before the LORD your God, and rejoice in all 
your undertakings in which the LORD your God has blessed you.   - Deuteronomy 12:7
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Join us for our Night of Worship on Friday, November 16, from
7:00-8:30 PM in the main sanctuary as we proclaim the Good
News of Jesus Christ.  This will be a powerful time of prayer and
praise as we unite as one body to proclaim victory in Jesus.
Come help us fill our sanctuary with a joyful noise unto the Lord!

      
      

      You are invited to kick off the Christmas season with your church family at
      our annual Christmas Party!  Join us December 1st from 6:00 - 9:30 p.m. at
      Kitsap Conference Center, Bremerton Harborside, for a wonderful evening full 
      of fun, family, and of course the legendary gift basket giveaways!  Tickets are
      $40 per person and will go on sale November 1st.  Please sign up by November
      23rd.  You can purchase your ticket on our website. Friends and family, high 
      school age and above welcome.

This is an intentional growth time, being equipped to show love to people of all walks of life.
Finger foods, beverages and childcare will be provided.  Please sign up on the church website.

When: Monday November 5 and Tuesday November 6 from 6:30-8:00 PM at CCS
Topic: ACE’s (Adverse Childhood Experiences)
Facilitator: Kitsap Strong

When: Monday December 3 and Tuesday December 4 from 6:30-8:00 PM at CCS
Topic: Cultural Conversations
Facilitators: JD Sweet and Elizabeth Blandin

Get Connected

GET CONNECTED

Night of Worship

Christmas Party

Learning To Love People Well
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�GET�

NVOLVED

GET INVOLVED

    Preschool Teacher:
        Do you like puzzles, coloring, and glitter???
                       Come get involved in our preschool class!
               We have two different ways to get plugged in.
 1. Preschool Teacher, which is a paid staff position.  2. Volunteer
       Helper. No previous teaching experience required, just a love for kids. 
Interested? Email Andrea at andrea@ccsilverdale.com.  And just kidding 
about the glitter thing. We never use glitter...ever...promise...

KidCheck:
Want to serve on Sunday morning, but not sure where? Try KidCheck! It’s a fun way to be involved in Children’s Ministry, even if 
teaching isn’t really your thing. KidCheck greets families as they arrive, and helps them get checked in to the Sunday school area with 
name tags. They also provide practical support for the classrooms during service, such as escorting students to the restroom. It’s a fun 
way to get connected with our families, try it! Email Andrea at andrea@ccsilverdale.com for more info.

Internship Positions:
Calvary Chapel Silverdale is pleased to offer three internship positions which are designed to train and equip the next generation of 
leaders, as well as to support CCS ministries and programs. The internship positions that we offer are in the areas of youth ministry, 
general ministry, and discipleship/mentoring. If you are interested in applying, please fill out an application at 
calvarychapelsilverdale.com/home/employment and contact Pastor Josh at josh@ccsilverdale.com with any questions.

Feast and Fellowship:
Feast and Fellowship continues to seek people interested in creating exciting ways to gather our congregation and the community to-
gether to extend and share friendship in a variety of venues.  If you are interested in joining this team, please contact Bonnie Manuel 
at the email address listed below.

Sound Team:
Do you enjoy music?  Do you have an interest in joining the worship team?  We have a great opportunity for you to join the sound 
team at Calvary Silverdale.  It might surprise some but the sound team is an integral part of our worship team at Calvary Silverdale.  
If you’re interested, please contact Nathan at nathan@ccsilverdale.com.

Ministry Leads:

Bob Blair
Communion Lead
blairpyers@yahoo.com

Bonnie Manuel
Feast & FeLLowship Lead
bonbonprince@yahoo.com

Brock and Ellen Moller
Community Group Leaders
moller.brock@gmail.com

Rita Eklund & Paulette Thomas
CaLvary women Leaders
greklund@comcast.net
raspberryridgefarm@gmail.com

Tess Moore
parkinG Lead
tess.moore@comcast.net

Wendy Stanley
Greeters Lead
ws.homeport@yahoo.comMichiele Shaw

prayer Chain Lead
shawmichiele@gmail.com
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THE DISCIPLESHIP
EXPERIENCE

An opportunity to redefine and experience 
discipleship in a way that supports sustainable 
growth and relationship. The three areas of focus 
will be: 

Disciples

Long term personal investment to learn to an-
imate our faith into this world. 9-12 months of 
focused leadership helping us on our journey. 

Disciple Leaders

Empower, encourage and inspire one or a small 
group of disciples based on the fruit in your own 
journey for a 9-12 month season.

Coaches

Invest in and be a resource to Disciple Leaders 
as they carry out the commitment of leadership 
modeled by Jesus in the gospels. 

Which one will you be? Season 1 begins in 
January. For more information contact Victoria 
Ahlfors at victoria@ccsilverdale.com.

UPCOMING
Family Sunday

Our next Family Sunday is 
January 6. This is a special 
Sunday where children ages 
4 and up join their parents 
in the sanctuary to worship 
and learn together. Sunday 
School is available for 
children ages 3 and younger. 

UPCOMING

Newcomer’s Dinner

Our next Newcomer’s Dinner is Sunday, 
January 6 at 6:00 PM at Calvary Chapel
Silverdale. Come and learn about our 
church history, theology, and ministries. 
This is a great evening to break bread, ask 
questions, and find out how to get involved. 
If you are new, or have never been to a
Newcomer’s Dinner, please join us for a 
wonderful evening and some delicious food.  
Sign-ups will be available on our website the 
first week of December. 
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Thank YOU
We would like to

Malissa Bertella Production Manager

John Carter graPhic designer

Evelyn Clarke Writer

Andrea Corbridge Writer

Bryce Corbridge Lead graPhic designer

Karen Ebersole Proofreader

Pastor David Grisanti Writer

Pastor Josh Lott contributor

Rebecca Lott Writer

Jameson Lynch contributor

Bonnie Manuel contributor

Nathan Pagaard contributor

Paulette Thomas contributor

Aila Thomson Writer

Pastor Peter Voorhees creative director / Writer

Cassandra Waller Writer

“
“I thank my God upon every 

remembrance of you.
- Philippians 1:3 

We need your help!  The CCS Magazine Team is looking for several individuals to assist in writing and 
gathering content for the magazine.  If this sounds like something you might be interested in, please 
contact us at office@ccsilverdale.com. 



CCS
12791 Central Valley Rd, Poulsbo, WA 98370

mailing address - PO Box 2407, Silverdale, WA 98383
phone: 360.394.2100 - email: office@ccsilverdale.com

office hours: Tues & Thurs - 9AM to 1PM
Sunday Services @ 9AM & 11AM


