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We were buried therefore with him by 

baptism into death, in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, we too might 

walk in newness of life. — Romans 6:4
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OUR VISION
To be used of God for the purpose of His 
glory and His plan for our community 
and beyond. We do this by intentionally 
and purposefully gathering corporately 
and in small groups to worship God, 
unconditionally love all people, and seek 
to live out and share the Gospel of the 
Kingdom of God, through Jesus Christ.

What's INSIDE

New Life
“If you’re thinking of becoming a Christian, I warn 
you, you’re embarking on something, which will take 
the whole of you.” — C. S. Lewis
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2 PASTOR PETE'S 1:1

          New life is something I love to celebrate. Nathan and Colleen Pagaard have welcomed Svea into their family this last
             year. Beth Phillips gave birth to little Olivia just over two months ago. It might seem like an obvious statement, but
              their little lives were non-existent before their conception. The Ajanovic family adopted JJ and Kaya this last year.
            The Lott’s welcomed Evelyn into their home in September of last year. Each year we continue to see multiple
         children added to our church. Those children have been welcomed into loving families, their lives will never be the
same. Hence we rejoice in this new, never before, life. What a joy it is to have this new life around.
 
I am grateful that over this last year I have had the privilege to see more than a handful of men and women be set free from the 
bondage of addiction. It is with great joy that I see them post pictures celebrating their sobriety. In times when they are tempted to 
go back into their old familiar lifestyle, there always seems to be a choir of voices cheering them on in this new life. A life void of the 
life-sucking substance they had so readily depended on before. 
 
As we look at this new year that has arrived, it is often looked at like a new beginning. We can start off and seek to live out our ideals 
and aspirations. Where maybe the year before our hopes were not realized to their fullest capacity, but now in the new year, we give 
ourselves another opportunity. What a wonderful moment we have to pause and reflect on a few things before we move on into the 
new year.
 
Often, the new life begins when there was nothing before. What I mean
by this is that we have these longings and desires that are void and
without form. We only have an unction or a leading (maybe a gut-feeling)
with nothing substantial to put our hands around. In these times we can
feel restless, uneasy, or just outright anxious. As we press into this tension,
waiting on the Lord, we start to live into that God-pleasing action of
walking in faith (Heb 11:6). 
 
As we celebrated the birth of Christ in December, it is helpful to
remember that Joseph was dealing with the confusion of Jesus’ conception before the angel spoke to him. Bob Goff, a Christian
author, said this, “Be patient when it gets weird. The angels explained things to Joseph after he had talked to Mary, not before.” God 
was bringing about His promise of new life in Jesus through Mary and Joseph. It had yet to materialize, but God was bringing it 
about. Even after the angel spoke to both of them, it would still be some time before Jesus would be born and they could hold the 
promise of God in their arms. 
 
Before we confessed Jesus as Lord, living in the ways of the world, He called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. Being 
born-again is the essence of a new life in Jesus Christ.  Jesus then invites us to follow Him into a life filled with love, joy, and peace 
(Gal 5:22-23) powered by the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8).  A new life where the pursuit is to be the servant of all because it is the servants 
that are the greatest in His Kingdom. A new life where the economy is built on love and grace (In God’s Kingdom, gold is only good 
enough to pave the streets with, Rev 21:21). In Jesus we have a new ethic and new way of being.
 
If your new life has just begun, how exciting for you! God will continue to amaze you as He reveals His life-giving truth to you as 
you study His Word. The Bible is going to be a source of life for you as you uncover the amazing grace of God. To know that from the 
beginning of time, He knew your name, He has loved you with an everlasting love, and that your name is written in the Lamb’s book 
of life. What a glorious reality!
 
If your new life in Jesus began a while ago, may you see this new year as an opportunity to delve deeper into the vast knowledge of 
God’s grace. May that knowledge propel you into action that communicates and demonstrates the goodness
of God to our community. Know that as people see the hope that is in you, they are going to ask you why
you do what you’re doing. May God use you to impart life with your words as you give them an answer
for the hope within you.
 
I am so grateful and honored to be with you on this journey in the new year. May God continue to do
far more abundantly above and beyond all that we can ask or think, according to the power at work in
us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.
Amen. (Eph 3:20)

Pastor Peter Voorhees

"And without faith it is impossible 
to please him, for whoever would 
draw near to God must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those 
who seek him." — Hebrews 11:6



3                    PRAYER

  CCS Prayer Points

List of Deployed
             
Church Members:           Deployed: 

Don & Laura Richard                        Angelo Rodriguez

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." — Philippians 4:6-7 ESV

If you have a prayer request, would you let us intercede on your behalf? Our prayer team is dedicated to 
praying throughout the week for each request we receive, and all are held in strict confidence. 

If you would like to send us a request, there are four ways to submit: 

—  Call our Prayer Chain Lead, Michiele Shaw at 360.689.3118
—  Email the church office at office@ccsilverdale.com
—  Submit through our church app by choosing the ‘Prayer’ tab
—  Fill out the prayer section of the connect card you received on Sunday and place it in the connection box in   
      the back of the sanctuary.

Need Prayer?

If you would like to add someone to the list of
deployed, please email office@ccsilverdale.com.

1) The feast and fellowship ministry as they continue to plan events that promote fellowship within the body 
     of CCS.

2) That the partnership between the Benedict House and CCS would continue to be a blessing to those who
     live there.

3) The people and leadership of Central Kitsap Church of Christ as they minister to our community in Poulsbo.

4) Dr. Varghese Matthew and Harvest Mission in India as they continue to reach the people around them with 
    the gospel.



4 GET CONNECTED

GET
CONNECTED

Newcomer's Dessert
Sunday, January 12 from 6:30 — 7:30PM at CCS
Join us for a Newcomers Dessert and find out 
more about who we are as a local body. Hear some 
of our history, learn about where we are currently, 
and find out more about how you can be involved 
as the Lord leads us into the future!  Please email 
Pastor Josh at josh@ccsilverdale.com with any 
questions! Sign up online on our church website.

Family Sunday
Sunday, January 5 at CCS
This is a special Sunday where children ages 4 and 
up join their parents in the sanctuary to worship 
and learn together. Sunday school is available 
for children ages 3 and younger. Family Sundays 
are scheduled for the first Sunday of every other 
month.

TED Talks
The Last Sunday of Every Month
January 26 and February 23
5:00 —  7:00 PM @ Lincoln Ave Bible Church

Once a month we gather together to learn 
about Theology, Ecclesiology, and Disciple-
ship (TED) and how it informs our service as 
servants of Jesus. Why do we do what we do? 
Why do we do it the way we do it? How does 
the Bible inform our service to one another? 
Did you know that Jesus becoming a human 
being actually informs how we serve other 
people? Our TED Talks will be bridging the 
gap of biblical theology (what we know about 
God), our function as the church of Jesus 
Christ (our ecclesiology), and our develop-
ment as followers of Jesus (discipleship)
including but not limited to the practical
service in loving each other and our commu-
nity. This is for everyone! Bring friends, family, 
and the people that you serve with. We’ll start 
with a meal together, have a teaching on a top-
ic, a roundtable discussion, panel Q&A, and 
end with a fun discussion on how the topic 
plays out in real life. Dinner will be potluck 
style, so please sign up on the church website.

Love The Neighborhood
Love the Neighborhood (LTN) seeks the
personal growth and enrichment of the
families currently residing in a low-income 
housing complex for the betterment and 
advancement of their future. By doing this we 
pursue a more long-term goal of raising up 
leaders from within the community to develop 
and continue community transformation.  

There are so many ways you can get involved 
throughout the year with LTN. If you would 
like more information, please contact our 
church office by email at office@ccsilverdale.
com or by phone at 360-394-2100. We'd love 
to talk to you!

Benedict House
Twice a month we are blessed with the opportuni-
ty to cook and serve dinner to the residents at the 
Benedict House in Bremerton, a facility for
homeless men in Kitsap County. If you would like 
to join a team and help serve in this special
ministry, please contact Steve Armstrong at 
steve.armstrong@pceeverett.com.
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�GET�

NVOLVED

Bob Blair
Communion Lead
blairpyers@yahoo.com

Bonnie Manuel
Feast & FeLLowship Lead
bonbonprince@yahoo.com

Brock and Ellen Moller
Community Group Leaders
moller.brock@gmail.com

Rita Eklund & Paulette Thomas
CaLvary women Leaders
women@ccsilverdale.com

Tess Moore
parkinG Lead
tess.moore@comcast.net

Wendy Stanley
Greeters Lead
ws.homeport@yahoo.com

Michiele Shaw
prayer Chain Lead
shawmichiele@gmail.com

Pam & Paul Wright
prayer team Leaders
pam.wright0001@gmail.com

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  Mark 10:45

Loving God, loving others well, and sharing
the Gospel — that’s our heartbeat at CCS. 

One of the most effective and powerful gifts God gives
each of us is our own stories. Like snowflakes and
fingerprints, the unique nature of our stories reflects the
intimate love relationship our Father desires to have with
each and every member of the human race. They’re
powerful because they illustrate God’s character: His
goodness, faithfulness, grace and sovereignty, but they
also ignite a flame of hope in others as they begin to desire God’s touch in their own lives. Not only 
do stories draw us into deeper relationship with one another, but more importantly, they inspire us to 
worship the Author who intricately wove them. 

Launching soon is a new ministry at CCS, one that will seek to develop avenues to tell these
stories well — our Storytelling Ministry.  Look for more information about it in the upcoming March/
April issue! 

Ministry Leads

GET INVOLVED
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Alex Rice was a member of Calvary Chapel of Silverdale from 2003
— 2006. She is the Executive Director of Bridges Colorado and serves
the Afghan refugee communities in Colorado Springs and Denver,
Colorado. Pastor David asked her to share some of her story with us.

   Tell us about the group of women you work with:
   where they are from and what you do for them.

Our ladies are from Afghanistan and here in the US for a few reasons: some are registered refugees with the UNHCR (United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees) and were placed in Colorado by the US State Department through the US refugee program, some 
are Asylum Seekers who were here in the US for education and it was not safe to return home, and lastly some ladies are here because 
their husbands served with the US military as translators or cultural advisors and were accepted into the SIV (Special Immigrant 
Visa) program for their service granting them residency in the US.

Bridges aims to welcome, connect and empower Afghans upon their arrival and throughout the duration of their lives here in
Colorado. We walk alongside them as they adjust to life in the US and build relationships while meeting the needs they have. We 
teach them to drive (women are not allowed to drive in Afghanistan), provide English tutoring in their homes as many of them are 
not allowed to leave for classes outside the home, transportation to medical appointments as needed, teach cultural integration, and 
most of all we provide friendship that they so desperately crave.
 

   What got you interested in working with women from that part of the world?

19 years ago, I was working with an organization refurbishing wheelchairs and doing distributions all around the globe. We were in 
Peshawar, Pakistan at an Afghan refugee camp distributing wheelchairs in the Fall of 2000. The stories of the Afghan people and the 
heartache they suffered under the Taliban really made an impact on me which stayed with me long after I had come home. I made 
another trip two years later shortly after 9/11.  As I witnessed the Afghan people, desperately fleeing the war and then so grateful to 
be free, it ignited a flame in my heart for them. This was especially true for the women, as they lived horrifically under the Taliban 
and the hold of Islam.
 

   Tell us about a couple of them, their stories.

Sanai — When she was a young girl in Afghanistan, her father was a fighter on the resistance side of a civil war. He was usually in 
hiding from the opposite army, and left his family alone without provision for weeks at the time. The family would have no food in 
his absence and would often eat dirt to make their stomachs feel full. Sanai was an intelligent girl and longed to go to school, but 
school was forbidden for girls under Taliban rule. She found out about a secret school not far from her house, and for years attended 
this underground school without even her parents knowing. After the fall of the Taliban, she worked her way up and earned a
teaching degree. During her time in the university, she met her husband and they were married for love, not the conventional 

MISSIONS

"Loving Your Neighbor" — Stories by Alex Rice

Alex Rice (Executive Director of Bridges Colorado)
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arranged marriage. Soon she was pregnant with twins but sadly, she lost one of the babies during a dangerous delivery that almost 
killed Sanai also. Her husband was a translator for the US military, and they were able to get to the US on the SIV program. She now 
has three children, and they are thriving and working hard for the American dream.

Torpakai — Her father was open-minded and loved his daughters dearly. He pushed for them to get an education in Afghanistan, 
and taught them to be strong women. Luckily, Torpakai’s husband felt the same way and encouraged her to have a successful career. 
She became an assistant to a prestigious parliament member of Afghanistan, and pushed hard for women and human rights. She 
was often on TV, and became a strong voice for the women of Afghanistan. Her husband was a college professor, and they had a very 
lavish lifestyle with their young son. Soon, insurgent groups threatened to kidnap her son and kill her husband because of her work 
and outspoken proclamations. Her family was able to secure a visa to the US and had to leave within 24 hours’ notice, packing only 
one suitcase and leaving their life behind. Her husband had to get an entry level job as a dishwasher at a hotel for a couple of years 
until he worked his way up. It took a lot of humility and hard work, but eventually they have taken the steps for a good life here in 
the US. Their son found a love of Taekwondo, and has won many state championships and is slated to compete in the 2028 Olympics. 
Torpakai went back to school to get a paralegal degree and has already found favor with three prestigious law firms during summer 
internships. Sadly she was diagnosed with breast cancer earlier this year, and is in the depths of battling the disease.

      Taubasam — She grew up in an isolated village under the command of the
      Taliban all of her life. She never went to school, and was illiterate in her own
      language like most women in rural Afghanistan. Her father arranged for her
      to marry her cousin in a big city. Life was very different for her as she learned 
how to adjust to her new surroundings. When she was pregnant with her third child, her husband was accepted into the US SIV 
program, and once again she had to move away from everything familiar, but this time to the other side of the world. Life was so hard 
in America, and learning English was such a challenge since she had to learn it all from memorization because she didn’t know how 
to write in her own language. When I asked her what her dreams were for living in America, she didn’t know how to answer. No one 
had ever asked her about her dreams, and she really didn’t even know how to dream. I gave her some time to think and her dream 
was to learn to drive so she could take her kids to school. Her beautiful dream in life was something so simple and often something 
other parents dread. But it was hers… something she had never thought could happen. She just recently got her driver’s license and 
gets to take her kids to school now!

   Do they face discrimination from the community?

Unfortunately, yes. Most of the ladies still wear their headscarves and traditional Afghan clothes, so they are very noticeable. I’ve 
been shopping with ladies and have witnessed people going clear to the other side of the store so they don’t have to walk by us. They 
are often ignored and not treated as a member of society. They also face quite a bit of discrimination from their own community. 
Afghan ladies are very petty, and they judge each other very harshly on religion, tribe and economic standing. They don’t have a lot of 
control in their lives and hold onto every bit of control they can get, often causing pain and rifts with each other.

   Do you see yourself doing this in 5 - 10 years from now?

I think so! Bridges celebrates 5 years in February, and I can see us at another 5 more and beyond. Each year our program looks
different due to administration and immigration changes. So we will roll with the punches, and if there aren’t anymore new arrivals, 
we will deepen our relationships with the ones that are already here!

   How can people be involved with you?

We hold volunteer trainings once a month, and are always looking for dedicated volunteers who want to live out “loving your
neighbor” as the nations are literally becoming our neighbors. You can request more details on our website: www.bridgescolorado.org  

MISSIONS

Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one 
another above yourselves. — Romans 12:10
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Mis sions 
         Kristy has been serving with YWAM since 1977.  Her vision for ministry is to create, through
         community, a nurturing environment that will inspire and encourage this current generation of young
         people to embrace their destiny in fulfilling the Great Commission. If you would like to contact Kristy,
         or send her letters of encouragement, here is her contact information:

         Mailing Address:      
         Overdale House                       
         96 Witaker Road                
         Derby, DE23 6AP
         England

In 1998 Dr. Varughese Mathew (Saji) assumed responsibility as the director for a
financially struggling nonprofit mission in India; a ministry whose name was later 
changed to “Harvest Mission to the Unreached” (HMU). HMU is a non-denominational, 
501(c)3 organization whose main focus is the unreached people of Northern India and 
Nepal through national missionaries. To fulfill this great purpose and the great commis-
sion of our Lord Jesus Christ, they are involved in various activities and ministries such 
as church planting, mobile gospel team, Bible school, literacy ministry, leprosy ministry, 
children’s ministry, medical mission, music ministry etc. If you would like to learn more 
about HMU or support them financially, please visit their website at harvestmission.org.

Kristy Haines (YWAM)

Email: kristyintheuk@yahoo.com

You can view Kristy’s YWAM page at:
http://kristyhaines.ywamderby.org

If you would like to support 
Kristy financially, here’s how 
you can do that…

Kristy's PayPal Account:
kristyintheuk@yahoo.com

Harvest Mission to the Unreached

               MTI has been established for the benefit of pastors, Christian leaders, missionaries, Bible 
               colleges, and Christian organizations outside of the US. The goal is to provide teaching
               and encouragement at the request of the organizations and churches abroad, specifically
               those leaders and pastors who do not have the wealth of resources, training, and encourag-
               ment that we have here in the US. For more information on MTI and what the Lord is doing  
                 through it, visit their website at ministrytraininginternational.org 

You can also follow Pastor Dave’s blog at ministrytraininginternational.org/blog

If you would like to financially support MTI, you can do so via PayPal on their website, or by check made payable to MTI and mailed 
to:  PO Box 2131, Poulsbo, WA 98370

Jon and Nicole, along with their 4 amazing children, serve as full time missionaries on staff 
with Calvary Chapel Bible College Europe. Jon’s primary role is focused on student life and 
discipleship, teaching classes, and directing the leadership program. Nicole helps Jon with 
the leadership program and ministers to the women, both on staff and students. Jon is one 
of our newest writers for the CCS Magazine, and his words are always an encouragement 
and exhortation. To stay up to date on what’s going on with the Pollick’s, check out their 
blog at: Pollicksprogress.blogspot.com

The Pollicks are sent out through GO! Ministries in Anaheim, CA. If you would like to
support them financially, please visit https://goinchrist.com/missionaries/.  Their account   
number is 1333.

The Pollick Family

MISSIONS GLOSSARY
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Calendar
JAN 2ND:
Systematic Theology
KSM Class til Feb 27
6:30 PM — 8 PM @ CCS
See page 16 for details

JAN 18TH:
FORGE Bowling Night
6 PM — 8 PM @ All Star Lanes
See page 15 for details

 
 
  1 2 3 4

S M T W T F S

JANUARY 2020

JAN 5TH:
Family Sunday
9 & 11 AM @ CCS
See page 4 for details

JAN 7TH:
Ladies Craft Fellowship
Every Tues @ CCS
10 AM — 12 PM
See page 17 for details

JAN 8TH:
Sprouts
Jan 8 & 29
See page 17 for details

JAN 26TH:
TED Talks
5 PM — 7 PM @ LABC
See page 4 for details

JAN 11TH:
Women's Breakfast
9 AM — 10:30 AM @ CCS
See page 17 for details

JAN 12TH:
Newcomer's Dessert
6:30 PM — 7:30 PM @ CCS
See page 4 for details

6 7 8 9 10 115

13 14 15 16 17 1812

20 21 22 23 24 2519

27 28 29 30 3126
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Calendar
 

 
  

S M T W T F S

FEBRUARY 2020

FEB 12TH:
FORGE Valentine's Day Party
6:30 PM — 8:30 PM @ CCS
See page 15 for details

Sprouts
February 12th & 26
See page 17 for details

FEB 4TH:
Ladies Craft Fellowship 
Every Tues @ CCS 
10 AM — 12 PM
See page 17 for details

FEB 5TH:
Women's Winter Bible Study
Wednesday's til Mar 25
6:30 PM — 8 PM 
@ Rita Eklund's Home
See page 17 for details

FEB 6TH:
Systematic Theology
KSM Class til Feb 27
6:30 PM — 8 PM @ CCS
See page 16 for details

FEB 7TH:
Kitsap Youth Conference
February 7th — 9th
Island Lake Camp in Poulsbo
See page 15 for details

Ladies 2nd Annual
Coffee and Canvas
6:30 PM — 8:30 PM
@ Raspberry Ridge Farm
See page 17 for details

1

3 4 5 6 7 82

10 11 12 13 14 159

17 18 19 20 21 2216

24 25 26 27 28 2923

FEB 23RD:
TED Talks
5 PM — 7 PM @ LABC
See page 4 for details
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Poulsbo Group @ the Grisanti's

About our group leaders:

David and Debbie Grisanti have been with Calvary Chapel Silverdale
since 1987. David served as Lead Pastor from 1987 until 2014, at which
time he established Ministry Training International. He now travels
overseas teaching and training and encouraging pastors. Debbie worked
as a para educator for North Kitsap Schools for 15 years. They have two 
daughters and four granddaughters. They love CCS, and their community group.

            Why do we have community group?

            We believe that only in a community group
            setting can you truly connect with others
            fom your church. On Sunday mornings, we
            have but a few minutes to chat with others.
            But at our Tuesday group, we not only
            study the Bible together, but we share our
            lives and pray with each other. It is the true
            "koinonia", the Greek word for fellowship,
            which means participation together. It is a
            place where individuals can share their
            joys and struggles without fear and with
            love and acceptance.

What are some unique things about your group?

There are not only a good number of seniors in our group, but we also have 30-somethings. I love the mixture of the 
wisdom of seniors and the youthful enthusiasm of the younger members. We've been meeting for 27 years! Members 
have come and gone but we remain consistent in our resolve to meet. We take the summers off but meet once or 
twice for a potluck. We also contribute to service projects during the Christmas season. We love to study the Word, 
we love to pray together, and we love the fellowship we experience week to week.

Port Orchard Group @ the Armstrong's

Who we are:
Four adults who gather on Wednesday evenings at Brian & Libby Armstrong's home.

What we do:
We gather weekly with some snacks and fellowship at 6:30 PM then begin our
video series and discussion. We aim to end with prayer at 8:00 PM
     
What we love about our group:
We are small, laid back and love to have community together. Everyone has
a voice and can freely share in a safe space. We pray earnestly for one another 
throughout the week and check-in with each other frequently.

What we would like to see happen in our group:
We would love to include more members into our fellowship!  And that we
would continue to encourage one another to live the Gospel boldly by finding
ways to impact the community around us.

Poulsbo Community Group

Brian and Libby Armstrong (Port Orchard Group)

SHOWCASES

COMMUNITY
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SUNDAY:
4:30 PM 
Poulsbo. Isaac & Rebecca Holmes 360.362.3657

TUESDAY:
6:00 PM
Silverdale. Mark & Elizabeth Paulus 360.620.4937

7:00 PM
Poulsbo. Pastor David & Debbie Grisanti 360.697.2924

WEDNESDAY:  
6:30 PM
Pt Orchard. Brian & Libby Armstrong 360.473.6425

THURSDAY:
5:00 PM
Silverdale. Michael & Lizzie Burris 425.308. 9904

5:30 PM
E. Bremerton. Brock & Ellen Moller 360.509.1809

6:30 PM
Seabeck. Joe & Teresa Brooks 360.271.8878

Church doesn’t just happen on Sunday morning, but any time believers gather to live life 
together. Our hope and prayer is that people would connect with each other throughout the 
week and grow in the love and knowledge of Christ. Please consider this your invitation 
to contact any of the community group hosts listed below, or reach out to our Community 
Leaders: Brock or Ellen Moller at brock@ccsilverdale.com, or lnclarke@hotmail.com.

FROM MY HEART TO
YOUR HEART:

When you are facing
major decisions and
need direction and
don't know what to do,
or which way to go,
proceed no further until
you discover what God's
Word has to say about
your situation.

He has all the answers, they’re in the Bible, and if you 
obey His Word, your heart will always be ruled by His 
peace!

A WORD FROM GOD'S HOLY WORD:

“Because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the 
sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.” - Luke 1:78-79

"You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
You, because he trusts in You.” - Isaiah 26:3

YOUR CHOICE. . . FRUSTRATION OR PEACE!

Denny Strand
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14 KIDS CORNER

How old are you?
Seven.

What’s your favorite color?
Dark blue, light blue and teal.

What do you want to be when you grow up?
A doctor for three years and then a race car driver. 

What’s your favorite thing to eat?
Ice cream.

If you could have any superpower, what would it be?
Teleportation.

What’s your favorite story about Jesus and why?
That one when he died on the cross, because He saved a lot
of people.

            Do you have any nicknames?
            Bro but in future I want my nickname to be “Taco.”

            What makes you the happiest?
            That my family loves me.

            What’s your favorite animal?
            A Cheetah.

            How do you know Jesus loves you?
            He died on the cross for me and he always will love me.

            If you could create a new invention, what would it do  and
            what would you call it?
            It would be like this teleporting chest. A chest and
            another chest and if you put something in it then it
            teleports to the other one. It would be called the
            Tele-chest!

   While being incredibly bright and very ambitious, Brody is an example of
 a happy and content child of  God. His love of  life is contagious and his
            insight into the things of  the Lord is deep and meaningful.  Brody is also
         humble, accepting the contribution of  others in helping him achieve who God
       made him to be. It is a joy to be alongside Brody on this road and learn from him. 

What we love about Brody (from our Sunday School Teachers):

MEET Brody Kroenke
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FORGE is FOR yOunG pEOplE in GRadEs 6 – 12 and mEEts tuEsday EvEninGs in thE mOdulaR FROm 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm.

     Our youth are amazingly bright and gifted students who have so much to offer the church. It has been
     amazing to see our youth step up in the last year to serve in so many different areas within Calvary
     Chapel of Silverdale. We currently have students who serve in children’s ministry, helping with donuts
     and coffee, babysit for special events, the media team, and have the ability to pretty much cover any area
     that they are needed. We have been so blessed to have our students serving in many different capacities,
     and we are encouraged to have them be a part of the ministries that are happening at CCS. If you would
     like to be a part of encouraging our students to serve in different ministries at our church, I would
     encourage you to consider being a part of our leadership team! There are different ways to be a part of
     that, so let me know if you are interested!

     Peace,
     Pastor Josh 

Current Teaching Series: THE STORY OF GOD

A new year means a new beginning! We have spent the last year in a
series called “Activate”, which focuses on the essential tenets of the
Christian faith. Our desire was that students would learn more about
who God is, what he has done for us, and how he desires that we live
our lives. Our next foray is into The Story of God, where we will focus
on the narrative arc of Scripture, hoping to give students a broader
perspective of what the Bible teaches from beginning to end. 

FORGE
Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y

Youth Events:

Youth Bowling Night: January 18 from 6:00 PM — 8:00 PM

We will be meeting at All Star Lanes in Silverdale for a fun night of bowling! There will be a small cost to bowl which will be
communicated by Pastor Josh prior to the event.

Kitsap Youth Conference: February 7 — 9

Join us again for an awesome time at the 2020 Kitsap Youth Conference, located at Island Lake Camp in Poulsbo, as we explore what 
it means to find our identity in Christ. Cost is $120 per student.

Valentine’s Day Party: February 12

We will be celebrating the love that we have in Christ by eating together and playing games. Normal youth group time. Be sure to 
invite your friends!

Pastor Josh Lott

If anyone serves me, 
he must follow me; and 
where I am, there will my 
servant be also. If anyone 
serves me, the Father will 
honor him.
    — John 12:16
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   EVERYONE IS A THEOLOGIAN. Sure, you expect your pastor to know some theology. Maybe the
   elders should have read a book or two. But your kids? What about atheists? When I say everyone is a
   theologian, I mean everyone. Theology, by definition, is simply: words about God. As beings created by
   God, every statement that we make is a statement in response to Him. The problem is, in our sin, we are
   led astray and tricked into believing lies about God. Our hearts are deceived and we are inclined towards
   other things/people/gods/etc., and therefore do everything in our power to distance ourselves from Him.
   “I don’t believe in God” is just as much of a theological statement as “God exists” because it is a claim
   that deals with the reality of who God is; the only difference is that the former is false and the latter is true.
   It becomes the job of the Christian, then, to seek to understand and know God more in order to make
   true statements about Him to the world around us for God’s glory. The Kitsap School of Ministry is
passionate about theological education because we believe that it is the job of every believer to be firmly rooted in the truth of who 
God is. But our desire is not to simply fill students’ heads with knowledge. We believe that as we learn more about God, our love for 
God will grow. As our love for God grows, we will then go out and bring God’s love to a broken world. The Kitsap School of Minis-
try does this through various courses ranging from Systematic Theology to Church History to Project Management. In all of these, 
students are challenged to grow in their love for the Lord and to take what they are learning in the classroom into their workplaces, 
homes, and communities. Are you interested in being a student at the Kitsap School of Ministry? You can totally do it! It is designed 
for people just like you. Sign up today!

Peace,
Pastor Josh
josh@ccsilverdale.com

Course
   Systematic Theology
   INSTRUCTOR: Pastor Josh Kluth, Peninsula Bible Fellowship
   DATES: January 2 — February 27

   The purpose of theology is ultimately for worship and love. Theology is the commitment to seek
   understanding given all that God has done for us in Christ. It is a commitment to worship God in the
   splendor of His majesty. And to this end, Systematic Theology is meant to guide our thinking on critical
   topics. It is our aim to help you understand how theology flows from the drama of Scripture, leads to
   worship and praise, and equips us to live out our discipleship with humility and confidence. Pastor Josh Kluth

KITSAP SCHOOL OF MINISTRY

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. — James 1:22

Registration is now open!
Go to theksm.com to apply!

Pastor Josh Lott

For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, 
but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who 
have been trained by it. — Hebrews 12:11



17

Ladies Tuesday Craft Fellowship

Tuesday Mornings from 10 AM — 12 PM at CCS. Join us
every week for a time to work on crafts or just visit and
enjoy each other’s company. Contact Sue Battin at
360.689.4417 for more information.

Sprouts

Inviting all moms of young children. Please join us for
encouragement, support and fellowship as we are given
the privilege of raising children. We meet the second and
last Wednesdays of the month from 10 AM — 12 PM at
the Moller home. Contact Ellen Moller with any questions
and for directions to her house. You can also check out our
facebook page Sprouts@CalvaryChapelSilverdale. 

Meetings: Jan 8 & 29, Feb. 12 & 26.

Women’s Breakfast 

Saturday, January 11 from 9:00 — 10:30 AM at CCS.
Ladies, please join us for our next Women’s Breakfast!
This is always a wonderful time of fellowship, good food,
and growth as we hear from one of the amazing ladies in
our church body! Sign up online on our church website.
Please remember to indicate if you need child care
provided. For more information, please contact
Katherine Read at 360-344-2542.
 
Our Women’s Breakfast’s happen the second Saturday of
every other month, so save the date for our next one on
March 14!  

 Rita Eklund         Pam Wright     Malissa Bertella                      
   Ellen Moller  Joan Stanley   Katherine Read   Paulette Thomas

Women's Winter Bible Study

Wednesday Evenings February 5 — March 25 from 6:30 — 8:00 PM
Located at Rita Eklund's home.

Sacred Rhythms: Arranging Our Lives for Spiritual Transformation 
by Ruth Haley Barton

Do you long for a deep, fundamental change in your life with God?  
Do you desire a greater intimacy with God? Do you wonder how 
you might truly live your life as God created you to live it? Spiritual 
disciplines are activities that open us to God's transforming love 
and the changes that only God can bring about in our lives. Please 
sign up online on our church website and join us in this amazing 
study. You will need to purchase your own book, which is available 
through Amazon and other retailers. For more information, please 
contact Rita Eklund, who will be leading this study.

2nd Annual Coffee and Canvas

Friday, February 7th, 6:30 — 8:30 PM at Raspberry Ridge Farm
“Draw Near to God” An art class from a Christian perspective.  
Unlock your hidden talents while creating an easy, relaxed, nature 
inspired work of art. You will leave with a beautiful framed piece to 
warm your home and a full heart. 

There is a $10 fee for this event, please sign up online on our church 
website.

the

Women’s Retreat 2020
Ladies, save the date for our next Women’s Retreat! 

May 15 — 17 at The Refuge in Brinnon, WA
Retreat Speaker: Dr. Valerie Clemen

Retreat Worship Leader: Cheyenne McKnight
Look for more information our upcoming Mar/Apr 2020 issue!

SAVE     DATE

CALVARY WOMEN
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FEATURING YOU
In Preparation of New Life 

FEATURING YOU

Written By: Erin Richer

MY EYES FOLLOWED the streaming sunlight down the length of my dining table and out the window toward the blue Cuban 
waters of Guantanamo Bay. Tears pooled in my eyes as a growing disbelief mounted in my heart at the words I was hearing on the 
phone held to my ear. My mom—my greatest cheerleader—had been holding onto a lot of frustrations with me and she was letting 
me have them alllll back at once. Some of her complaints were legitimate, some of them weren’t; but I was in no place to discern 
between the two. Her list of frustrations came in the midst of a bitter-cold season of criticism and rejection.

Mom wasn’t the first, or the last, important woman in my life to express deep disapproval of me during this time.  In fact, nearly 
every woman from whom I craved approval had, in one form or another, confronted me within weeks of one another. The opposition 
coming against me was so vast and so fast that I knew it could only be God. He was doing something, though I had no idea what at 
the time.  

My mother, my mother-in-law, my sister-in-law, my best friend, even my husband’s boss’ wife, the woman who had adopted us and 
took us in like a mother on the island. It was absurd how wide-sweeping and thorough the obliteration of these relationships felt.  The 
absurdity stood out because, generally, people really like me.

God was at work. I waited for months in tears to find out what He was doing. Having no safe relationships left, I’d rock on my front 
porch describing to relatively new friends my deep heartache and end with…”I know God is doing something. I just hope whatever 
He’s doing, He does it thoroughly and completely because I don’t ever want to feel this pain again.”

Indeed, God was up to something; He was pruning me.  Out of that season came the greatest harvest in ministry I had ever expe-
rienced in my life.  I founded a large, thriving women’s ministry. It was an incredibly life-giving time.  Many believers grew in their 
relationship with Christ as I came out of that period stronger, with approval addiction pruned out of my life. I was free to work in my 
calling unobstructed by thoughts of “What might ______ think of what I’m doing?”

And God loves to heal the things He allows to be broken for His glory. Most of those relationships were restored as that extraordi-
narily fruitful season came to a close. I consider the wrap-up of that period of ministry to be the day of my 40th birthday and it was 
marked by the last large fellowship event before I moved away. For the final event, I wrote an article in which I naively said, “It feels 
like my heart couldn’t possibly be more fulfilled in ministry…I couldn’t possibly envision what God will do next, and I know He has 
more.” Oh, how naive I see that statement now! I forgot an important factor in God’s consistent cycles:

 "While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.” — Genesis 8:22

Pruning happens every winter in the dormancy of the vine. And pruning has to happen to produce more fruit.  

Jesus says in John chapter 15: 1-2 (NASB) “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not 
bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit."

With God there will always be cycles of seasons. Vine branches don’t get pruned and then bear one season of fruit. Grapevines 
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produce fruit, go into dormancy, get pruned, and then produce more fruit the following season of harvest. Every grapevine, if the 
Vinedresser is masterful and attentive in His work, goes through multiple cycles of seasons. Every Spring season holds new hope, 
followed by the flourishing new life of Summer and ultimately Autumn produces harvests of more fruit. But between each season of 
harvest and hope, the branch must endure a season of dormant winter and painful pruning. 

It shouldn’t have come as a surprise to me, then, that as I prepare to enter into a new season of ministry, that I would go through 
another painful season of pruning. But it did surprise me. Not unlike the last winter I experienced, this pruning has felt deeper and 
more thorough, and utterly excruciating compared to the last. But this time, while I still had no idea what was coming off of this
branch of mine, I recognized the cycle.

In John 15:5 Jesus says: “I am the vine; you are the branches.” A great rustling happens when the Vinedresser tugs and pulls at those 
dry and worthless arms of our branches in preparation for pruning. The hands of the Master sifting through the branches for the 
shoots to prune feels chaotic and rough. To us, the rustling is deafeningly loud and it’s all we hear. It feels like everyone’s attention is 
being drawn to us and can see the nakedness and vulnerability we feel in the Master Vinedresser’s hands. What a mess of work He 
does exposing those worthless arms before He makes His final cuts.  

But glory to God, once that cutting happens, and we willingly release what He’s come to shed, there’s such a sense of weightlessness, 
peace, freedom, and even new hope for the Spring that is yet to come.  

As we mature in Christ, we all grow in our desire to live a fruitful life. The desire 
swells as our branches grow stronger and more fruitful. What we may not be
prepared for when we pray, “Lord— I want to bear so much more fruit!” Is the
required, repetitive pruning to make more fruit happen. Once we get a taste of
that fruit bearing harvest, we want more. But we must be prepared that the
Vinedresser—if we want to produce more fruit—will single us out and start
trimming those parts of us that will hinder the harvest. Jesus tucked the key to
surviving the pruning process early in the passage about the vine. 

“You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Abide in me,
and I in you…” — John 15:3-4

As God pulls out those useless parts of our branches, we will see the ugliest parts of ourselves revealed: insecurity, pride, anxiety to 
name only a few. All those things will tempt us to surrender to shame, but Jesus says, “You’re already clean because of the word I have 
already spoken to you." Clean as in pure, but also clean in the levitical sense this word clean means: fit for use. Are all of those pruned 
parts ugly? Yes. But because of Jesus, God can still use us, and the world is still better because we’re in it. Throughout the passage 
Jesus says remain in Him, remain in Him, remain in Him. When it’s all too much to bear, we must cling to the Gospel and the Truth: 
When we remain in Him, our sin and shame are completely covered; nothing we have ever done or will ever do can pluck us from 
His hands. And when we endure the agonizing pruning, we will come enter into Spring more humble, more tender, more Christ-like, 
and prepared to bear more fruit.

One final reminder to those of us in the
pruning season: 

Erin Richer is a writer, speaker and 
storyteller. Recognizing herself as a 
small character in an eternal story 
written by a trustworthy Author, Erin 
loves to retell the stories into which 
she’s been written as a relatable 
way for others to see themselves as 
valuable characters within the same 
infinite story. Erin attends Calvary 
Chapel Silverdale with her husband 
Jeff and their three children, Hannah, 
Ben and Abbie.

Erin Richer

I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. — John 15:5

So long as the earth endures
Seed time and harvest

Cold and heat
Summer and winter

And day and night …
Will.
not.

cease.
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        From the very beginning of time, God is immutable. This means that He is the same, He
        has not changed, nor will He change. As we grow from an infant to a toddler, to young ado-
        lescents, to eventually adulthood, we go through so much change. Physically, mentally, emo-
        tionally, socially, and psychologically we continue to change. The thoughts that consumed my
        mind in my 20’s are not the thoughts that consume me in my 40’s. Through trial and error,
        successes and failures, I have learned and grown as a human being. God is not this way.

God from the very beginning has always been who He is today. We have the Bible that tells us this. We have our lives that demon-
strate His loving kindness. His desire has always been to save sinners. We know this because this is His heart now. The Apostle Paul 
would tell us in his personal letter to Timothy, “this saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners…” (1 Tim 1:15). From the day he expelled Adam and Eve from the garden to today, God’s desire has 
always been to draw us near to Him so we would enjoy a relationship with Him. He demonstrated this to us by putting on humanity 
and coming and walking among us. His name is Jesus, the second person in the Trinity. His Hebrew name is closer to the name
Joshua, which means “YHWH (God) is salvation”. 

Jesus would tell one of His disciples, Philip, “Whoever has seen Me has seen
the Father” (John 14:9). The Father is the first person in the Trinity. What we
see Jesus doing is what God has always been doing (John 5:19). Jesus is meet-
ing with those who are marginalized and forgotten. Jesus is going to the sick
and infirmed. Jesus is bringing in the outcast and social misfits. Jesus is pro-
claiming God’s good news so that those captive in sin and shame can be set
free. Jesus wasn’t alone in seeking out those who felt far from others and
therefore felt far from God, the Holy Spirit was testifying to who Jesus was
and is (John 16:8).

The Holy Spirit is the third person in the Trinity who bears witness in our hearts to the truth of Jesus as the Son of God. The Holy 
Spirit comes alongside us and impresses upon us the reality of our need for a Savior. Sometimes we look for salvation in things 
around us like relationships, substance, power, or accomplishments. All of those external things are empty in and of themselves and 
will never satisfy that place which was made for God alone. Have you known that? Have you realized that every carnal attempt to 
satisfy that longing falls short? I want to invite you to give your heart, your life, every part of your being to Jesus. 

      Jesus would die a horrible death of execution upon the cross. He would rise on
      the third day after His execution conquering sin and death. So now when we
      give Him our heart and our lives, believing that He is the Lord of our life, we
      become born-again and have new life. He calls us to turn from our old ways
      and follow Him. It’s a lot like being lost in the woods and being discovered by
      search and rescue. Search and rescue know the way out, if you want to make
      it back to friends and family, you will follow them out. If we want the true
      way to life eternal, we follow Jesus. This new life is one of love, hope, joy, and  
      peace. It almost seems too good to be true… but IT IS TRUE!

If you have not already given your life to Jesus, you can do it right now. Right where you are as you read this, tell God you will turn 
away from your sins, you want to follow Jesus and make Him the Lord of your life, confess it with your mouth and you are born-
again! If you just did that, we are so happy for you! Let us know how we can encourage you and walk with you in this new life! If you 
want to know more and still have some questions, please reach out to us! 

May God richly bless you in this new life with Him! May you be encouraged that God is the same
today, as He will be tomorrow. He will always be there for you. He will never leave you and He will
never forget about you. We are grateful you have this in your hands. May you always know and 
remember the great love that God has for you. Amen.

Pastor Peter VoorheesTHE EXPLICIT GOSPEL

EXPLICIT
GOSPEL

THE

Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you so long, and you still do not know 
me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? — John 14:9

And  when  he  comes , he  wi l l 
conv ic t  the  wor ld  conce rn ing 
s in  and  r i gh teousness  and 
judgment :  — John  16 :8
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The CCS Magazine Team is looking for individuals to assist in writing and gathering content for the magazine. If this is something 
you might be interested in, please contact us at malissa@ccsilverdale.com. 

We Need Your HELP!

Thank YOU

““ I thank my God upon every 
remembrance of you.
—  Philippians 1:3 
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