
October 20, 2016

Greetings from the UK.  I would guess you think I fell off the planet.  I am indeed well 
but it has been an incredibly busy 9 or so months.  

I often feel pulled in 101 directions as I seem to change hats around the Manor every 10 
minutes or so. Being available is a blessing and a millstone all at the same time. Last 
weekend was the first weekend that I didn't have something on and I got to be home 
which was really nice apart from the fact that I was so tired and just needed to rest, so I 
didn't get all my "little jobs" done.   

So what in the world is going on with me?  We have had a very busy Spring and 
Summer.  The big event was the YWAM England Staff gathering; we had over 400 staff 
and families camping here at Holmsted Manor.  The Manor was full, the Coach House 
was full and the sports field was full.  We had a huge marquee in the Walled Garden.  It 
was an amazing time of friendship, teaching and worship.  We are only a staff of 25, so 
you can imagine my strategic planning brain was in overdrive and I am thankful that it all 
went smoothly and the weather was wonderful!  

There have been so many things going on this year it has been encouraging to be a 
part of it all. So here are a few snips of what I have been doing. We partner with a large 
church in Brighton and they have a women’s day shelter. They close for a six week 
break in the summer but for their last session they brought 3 busses full of women to 
enjoy a tea party in the English countryside, (which Holmsted Manor is perfect for) 
besides having goodie bags and a lovely afternoon tea, there was such a feeling of 
acceptance and love for these dear women. We hosted a charity classical music 
evening and the guest brought picnic dinners. It was a very well attended event and we 
raised over £300.00 for the work with Syrian refugees.  This is the 3rd year that we have 
held a 3-week youth outreach to Europe called “Just Go” now under the new name of 
“Mission Adventures”.  They have 5 days of teaching/training and then about 2 weeks of 
outreach in small teams. On their return we host the debrief and report back!  (I wish we 
could have some of the youth from CCS come!!!!!) Easter was wonderful we had over 
80 children for the Good Friday egg hunt, I got to help with face painting which I love as 
you get face to face time to talk to children about Jesus.  

I had an amazing 11 days in August working with the Year For God orientation and 
debrief. (I am part of the YFG team)  We had 6 leave for Uganda and 2 for India and 3 
return from Uganda and we still have 4 on the field.  Anyway, I do some teaching slots 
for both orientation and debrief as well as one on ones.  One of the best bits was one of 
the boys coming home on the debrief week he said "There I was working in the 
children's home in Uganda, holding this abandoned baby and I didn't want to do this 
because he was so little and sick and about to die.  I was afraid and I remembered what 
you had said on orientation. You had said that serving Christ was not about my comfort 
but it was about being faithful to what God asks us to do.  And that it is a privileged 
when Jesus asks us to walk through the hard places.  I remembered Mama K, that it is 
a privileged to hold this baby and sing him into Gods arms, and so I cried and I sang.  It 



was one of the most remarkable experiences of my life.  Thank you.  Well as he shared 
this during the report back time we all just cried! I felt so blessed to have been able to 
challenge him and to see that he had taken on the challenge of faith and how it has 
changed his life! 

So moving on, I have added to what I do here, I have joined the Effect Team.  Effect is 
like a DTS but for those from the local churches.  We run different modules right now we 
are doing "who is the Holy Spirit".  As you can imagine there is a lot of lively discussion.  
I really kind of over see the other younger staff; encourage them as they develop their 
leadership skills. 

I am still busy with my normal "house/community stuff".  At times it seems never 
ending.  My heart is however so towards building community and making Holmsted 
Manor an environment that reflects Gods goodness and faithfulness to those that come 
here.  One thing that I love is the way we as a community see Gods provision; last week 
a large hotel in Brighton gave us all of their beds and furniture.  It has been wonderful 
as we have been able to upgrade so many rooms.  As a community we fast every 
Wednesday and then in the evening we have a community meal and have a time of 
celebration.  It is a real family time and one of the many things that we do to grow 
community.   
 
In September I was the team leader for our HM40 end event as we closed out our 40th 
anniversary year of celebration.  We didn't have a huge turn out but it has set the 
groundwork for next year as we plan to turn this event into a "harvest celebration".  We 
did have a really nice short time of thanksgiving at the event this year so next year we 
hope to include pressing apples from our orchard and maybe doing a hog roast as well 
as the normal, face painting, cafe, nature trail among other things. One wonderful 
aspect of our 40th year was that we wanted to be sure that every staff member was 
able to go on a small team someplace.  And we did it; everyone got to be involved in 
evangelism.  Personally I was involved in a weekend evangelism team in Cambridge, 
very challenging to talk about Jesus with some really brainy students. There was also a 
men’s team to So. Africa to work with the 10,000 homes project! We also had 2 different 
teams to work with Syrian refugees in Greece and France. The Greece team was made 
up of several families from the base.  

I have not taken any holiday this year and I am feeling very tired I must confess.  The 
good news is that I am about to take a month off starting on Oct. 31 and I will return 
home on Dec. 1st,  just in time to help with our big 3 day Christmas event.  So on Oct. 
31 I will be flying to Bermuda (someone pinch me!) to attend a friends wedding.  I can't 
tell you how surprised I was when they called to say they would by my ticket.  From 
Bermuda I stop in Miami for 4 days to visit one of my friends and prayer partner then up 
to WV to see the girls for about 3 weeks and finally to Maryland by train to another 
friend for 2 nights and I fly home to the UK from Baltimore arriving on Dec, 1st.   It is all 
so exciting and I just can't believe that I get to go to Bermuda, I mean who goes to 



Bermuda?  ME!!! and nice warm weather and the sand is pink from decades of ground 
up shells,  Sounds like the place for me.  God is good and I am so thankful for His 
provision.  And the bonus to see my girls; Kristy Beth had a really bad fall almost 3 
months ago. She is still suffering with the effects of Severe Concussion Syndrome and 
the Neurologist said this may take a year for her to be 100%.  Funny thing is she is not 
afraid to ride and she actually said to me several times she always feels God when she 
is on a horse. If you think of it please pray for her.  Kirsha is well and enjoying her 
classes to become a farrier and has been a big help to her sister.  I am glad they are 
together.  

Thank you all for loving me, praying for me and for supporting me. It means so much to 
know you are with me. Oh yes, I don’t know if you know but in March I took a tumble 
down the stairs in my flat; who would think 3 steps could cause so much damage. While 
I didn’t break anything I needed about 5 days off and then wasn’t able to drive for over 6 
weeks as my left arm was badly bruised and then my right shoulder hurt. (The doctors 
never said what I did to it and it still wakes me up at night.) I did have 6 weeks of PT but 
they don’t feel the need to send me for an MRI so I just live with the pain. This injury has 
really slowed me down and I still find hand-writing can be hard to make my writing look 
good and I find that I also have trouble typing as well. After a short spell on the 
computer my arm and shoulder can really hurt. Anyway I hope that with time all this will 
get better. You could pray for shoulder to get better too.  

Blessings, 

Kristy

PS As I send this out I am now with my girls in WV. Bermuda was beautiful and my 
friends there were so very kind. While there I was much busier than I had thought, as 
there is always more to do for a wedding than you think. It was a dream come true!  


