
January 2017 
Dear Church Family, 
 
I don't know about you, but Christmas seems a very long time ago.  As you know, I 
returned to Holmsted Manor on December 1st after a wonderful month of travel.  Bermuda 
is very beautiful. It even has pink beaches!  My time in Miami was so fun and my final 
three weeks with my daughters were a joy and delight.  I was really impressed with how 
much Kirsha's riding has improved.  Kristy Beth is still suffering with the effects of her 
concussion but, as always, she is happiest when she is on a horse.   We were all very sad 
to say good bye. 
 
Once back at home, life was very busy as we started our three days of Christmas events.  
Our first event was an open house at the Manor on December 2nd. We served 
refreshments and invited anyone that has helped us over the past year.  It is our “thank 
you” to them. Even our postman and the man who delivers our groceries came. 
 
Saturday the 3rd was our living Nativity, complete with sheep, a pony, chickens and Baby 
Jesus. I was the Inn Keeper and I received really good reviews.  We had about 80 
children; it was wonderful to watch them!  I especially enjoyed it when the angels all 
jumped out from behind the bushes and one of the shepherds fake-fainted in shock! Then 
one of the other shepherds said, “Don't worry, I have a current first aid certificate!” It was 
adorable! 
 
Sunday evening was our traditional Christmas Carol Service. The Manor looked amazing 
and the dining room was packed out.  It is a highlight for many local people.   
 
Here at Holmsted Manor we have really great connections with many local churches, 
including several big churches in Brighton.  Brighton is a coastal resort town. The sea front 
has hundreds of beach huts that people use in the summer months. In December one of 
the churches uses the huts to showcase their Interactive Advent Calendar. Every night 
leading up to Christmas a different beach hut has a display. We were invited to participate 
this year. Our display on December 11th was about the angels proclaiming glory over the 
birth of Jesus. We made a huge silhouette of an angel and filled the beach hut with little 
lights. About 300 people came and we shared the good news of Christmas, giving each 
person a white feather with a message of hope tied to it.  It was a wonderful event! It is 
estimated that there were over 7500 visitors over the course of the 24-day event. 
 
Of course, there was the traditional Christmas dinner cooked and a party.  This year we all 
hung Christmas socks up the banister of the staircase in the front hall.  Our last event was 
the Sunday before Christmas and we all went to the local pub and sang Christmas Carols.  
It was lots of fun. 
 
Personally, my Christmas was quiet. I stayed home for the break and just popped out for 
dinner with friends.  I talked with my girls which is always the highlight of my day. 
 
We are now back in the swing of things.  I have been working on my schedule for 2017 
with 4 trips planned to Cambridge for ‘Year for God’.  We are also helping one night a 
week, staffing a homeless shelter in Brighton.  I am signed up to do some cooking.  We 
currently have two teams out: one team in Berlin and the other in Greece, working with the 
refugees.  Our January DTS starts next week and it will be wonderful to have more 
trainees with us. 
 



That is all for now.  Thank you all for you love and support. 
 
Please pray for me my car is not working and I am waiting for our local car man to get to it.  
I feel that things may look a bit different for me in the coming year, I don’t really know what 
to say, I just have a feeling.  Please pray that I hear from the Lord as to what to be 
involved in. 
 
For Jesus and for His glory, 
Love to all, 
 
Kristy 
 
 
 


