
 

Point #3: Our RESPONSE to persecution 

 REJOICE! (Matthew 5:12) 

 Literally:  to exult, rejoice greatly, to be overjoyed,  

  to be exceedingly glad, to skip and jump for joy. 

 Acts 5:41-42; Acts 16:25; 1 Peter 4:13, 16;  

  Romans 5:3-5 

 

Point #4:    Our PERSPECTIVE in the midst of persecution 

 Sovereign Perspective:  Understanding how God 

 uses persecution for our good and for His glory! 

 Genesis 50:20 

 Eternal Perspective:  Knowing what awaits us        

 at the end of life should radically influence our  

 present circumstances. 

 Knowing what we GAIN empowers us to    

  remain steadfast in persecution. 

 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Romans 8:18;  

   Matthew 5:12 

 Jim Elliot - He is no fool who loses what  

   he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose. 

 Presence Perspective:  Knowing Jesus is ALWAYS 

 with us, no matter what, bolsters our resolve to 

 persevere. 

 John 16:33 

 

 

 

THEME: Persecution is inevitable; reward is promised. 

Point #1: The PROMISE of persecution 

 2 Timothy 2:12; 1 Thessalonians 3:3b; John 15:20; 

 Philippians 1:29; Acts 14:22b; 1 Peter 4:12 
 J. C. Macauley - If the world had nothing better than a cross 

  for Jesus, it will not have a royal carriage for His followers. 

 Questions to reflect on: 

 If I never experience persecution for my faith in  

  Jesus, what does that say about my faith in Jesus? 

 If I never experience any hardship because of my  

  Christian values, what does that say about my values? 

Point #2: The REASON for persecution 

 FOR JESUS’ SAKE: The reason you will suffer as a 

 Christian is because of WHO you represent as a Christian. 

 John 15:18-21 

 FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE:   Christians will suffer             

 for Jesus’ sake because you represent a kingdom whose               

 values are in complete conflict to the values of this world. 

 3 common forms of persecution: 

 Physical - Verbal - Social 

 Summary:   All who seek to live a godly life will be persecuted 

              because of WHAT and WHO you represent. 

“Blessed are the Persecuted” 

Matthew 5:10-12 
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