
                                     
                                            THE BEATITUDES...THE HEART OF A CHRISTIAN      LESSON 6 
 
                                                                   
                                                                       A HEART RESPONDING 
 
 
                     "BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL, FOR THEY SHALL RECEIVE MERCY"    Matt 5:7 
 
 
Throughout all the Beatitudes, Jesus is more concerned with the inner core than with actions.  According 
to Jesus, "Being" is more important than "doing"..."attitude" is more important than "action".  (Martin  
Lloyd-Jones).   To be a Christian is to possess a certain character or being, from which flow our actions 
and deeds.  Therefore, we must be a Christian before we can act like a Christian.  Only as we are 
changed by the indwelling Holy Spirit, are we able to demonstrate the character of God.  The whole of 
our life is an expression and proclamation of who we are in Christ. As the apostle Paul wrote:  "I live, yet 
not I, but Christ who lives in me".   (Gal 2:20). 
 
Therefore, when we talk about "mercy", we must recognize that it is something that cannot be defined 
by our natural disposition. It is not a natural characteristic of the human heart.  It does not naturally 
belong to man.  MERCY belongs to God.  He is "rich in mercy".  (Eph 2:4).  And because He now lives in 
us, we too can and should be "rich in mercy". 
 
What then is "mercy"?  Probably, the best way to define mercy is to compare it with "grace".  There is 
often much confusion between the two because they are so close in meaning.  There is, however, a 
distinction.  With "grace", God looks at man's sin and although it requires punishment, even death, He 
seeks a different way.  The focus is on man's sin and how to solve it in such a way that satisfies His  
justice and righteousness. 
 
With "mercy", God's focus is on the misery that sin produces...the miserable consequences of sin.  His 
desire is to relieve the suffering...to alleviate the misery.  He sees the misery and acts to bring about 
blessing despite our sin.  That's why the Bible declares, over and over again, that God is merciful.  When 
we see God blessing the miserable sinner, we see His mercy in action. 
 
How are we doing in the area of mercy?  If we are truly God's child...if Christ truly dwells within us...then 
the mercy of God will be reproduced and expressed in and through us.  If we truly understand all that 
God has done for us by His mercy and grace, then we will take the focus off of ourselves.  We will stop 
insisting on our rights.  Instead, we will look upon others with the eyes of Jesus.  We will see their 
condition and brokenness, and will sorrow for them...and we will extend the mercy of God. BECAUSE WE 
HAVE OBTAINED MERCY, WE WILL BE MERCIFUL! 
 
 
 


