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THE PERSECUTED...A HEART IN TOTAL SURRENDER 
 
 
"BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THEIRS IS 
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN."     MATT 5:10 
 
 
What does the world think of Christians?  Jesus states it very clearly in John chapters 15 and 16.  The 
world hates you!  "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  If you are 
of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 
the world, because of this the world hates you...if they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you." 
(John 15: 18-20). 
 
What are the reasons for world's hatred?  Jesus gives us several reasons.  The first is found in John 
15:19.   As a Christian you are different...your life is different.  You have a new center...a new set  
of standards...a new set of goals.  And the world simply does not understand.  And because it cannot 
understand, it rejects you and hates you.  Why?  Because, in essence, you are saying to the world:  "I 
have found something in Christ superior to anything you have...superior to your ways and goals."  Such a 
statement condemns all that the world holds dear and it cannot but hate you for it. 
 
Then in John 15:20-25 Jesus gives further reason for the world's hatred.  It hated Him.  Jesus revealed 
the ungodliness and unrighteousness of the world.  He shed light on the darkness and as a result it hated 
Him.   It was this hatred that nailed Him to the cross.  And you know what?   That very same hatred that 
was manifest in His crucifixion remains today.  It is as strong today as it was then. The world still hates 
Him.  Even though He is no longer present in the world, Its hatred still boils.  And since you identify 
yourself as a follower of Christ, this hatred is now directed towards you. 
 
With that said, what does it mean to be "persecuted for the sake of righteousness"?  Being "righteous" 
simply means "being like Jesus".  You are persecuted for being like Him.  The Christian is not persecuted 
for his good works nor for the way he lives.  He is persecuted because he is fundamentally different, just 
like Jesus...and that difference condemns the world and all that it stands for. 
 
Paul wrote in 2 Tim 3:12 that "all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted”.   
Persecution takes different forms throughout the world.  We in the United States have rarely been jailed 
or otherwise harmed for our faith.  But some forms of persecution do exist even in America.  If you are 
living different from the world...if you are living for Christ...then you will suffer persecution in some 
form, however mild it may now seem. And rest assured, the more you look like Jesus...the more your 
heart is completely surrendered to Him... the more we will be hated...even more as the end draws near. 
 
So let us prepare our hearts and minds.  Let us not be surprised at the world's hatred.  If Christ suffered, 
so will we!  "Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your 
testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the 
sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with 
exultation." 
 

 


