
                                     THE BEATITUDES...THE HEART OF A CHRISTIAN      LESSON 5 
 
                                                          THE THIRSTY...A HEART IN PURSUIT 
 
 
"BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HUNGER AND THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THEY SHALL BE SATISFIED." 
 
 
The first three Beatitudes have caused us to look at ourselves...to examine ourselves and to adjust how 
we view ourselves in light of the Almighty.  With this new Beatitude, we begin to look for a  
solution...for a deliverance from the disappointment of a self-filled life, to the satisfaction of a God-filled 
existence. 
 
How can we find satisfaction?  Jesus tells us:  by seeking. Seeking what?  Righteousness.  It is that 
seeking that brings us happiness and satisfaction. 
 
Note how the world has it all wrong.  We all desire satisfaction and happiness.  So we pursue it...we 
make it the goal and objective.  We are continually looking for that moment of joy...that experience that 
will change our lives forever.  And the end result is what?  We never truly find it!  It's like the doctor who 
only treats the pain and neglects to treat the cause of the pain.  As one Christian author 
wrote:  "Whenever you put happiness before righteousness, you will be doomed to misery." 
 
What then does Jesus mean by thirsting for "righteousness"? Thirsting to be like Jesus...without the 
presence of sin...without the power of sin...without the desire for sin.  How is that possible?  The answer  
lies in our seeking...in our pursuing. Since the fall, we all have a void in our hearts, a void that can only 
be filled with God Himself.  And until that void is full, we can never be satisfied.  Jesus is  
saying:  "Seek Me.  Pursue Me. And in your seeking and pursuing, you will find Me and I will bring you 
satisfaction.  I am the righteousness that will set you free and bring joy to your heart." 
 
Haven't I already done that by accepting Jesus as my Savior and Lord?  The answer lies in the words 
"hunger and thirst".  To really hunger and thirst is not a passing feeling.  It's painful. It hurts.  And it  
doesn't stop hurting until it is satisfied.  So to hunger and thirst is to be in desperate need...to 
desperately pursue that which can only satisfy the need.  Unless we meet the need, we will always be 
hungry and thirsty.  We will never find satisfaction. 
 
So finding happiness and satisfaction in life is not a onetime act of faith.  It is a continual pursuit after 
Jesus...to want Him...to desire Him...to bask in His light...to constantly seek His presence...to continually 
fill that void in our hearts with the One who rightfully belongs on the throne. 
 
The great paradox is this:  the more we are filled, the more we hunger and thirst!  The more we hunger 
and thirst...the more we seek and pursue...the more we hunger and thirst for more.  Being filled, and yet  
wanting more.  Wanting more and yet being satisfied.  It's a paradox and yet it makes sense.  We can 
never get enough of God! 
 
So seek after Him with all your heart.  As AW Tozer once wrote: "He waits to be wanted." 

 
 


