
                     THE BEATITUDES...THE HEART OF A CHRISTIAN LESSON 10 
THE CHRISTIAN'S RESPONSE TO PERSECUTION 

 
"BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN PEOPLE INSULT YOU AND PERSECUTE YOU, AND FALSELY SAY ALL KINDS OF EVIL 
AGAINST YOU BECAUSE OF ME.  REJOICE AND BE GLAD, FOR YOUR FUTURE REWARD IN HEAVEN IS GREAT; FOR IN 
THE SAME WAY THEY PERSECUTED THE PROPHETS WHO WERE BEFORE YOU."        (MATT 5:11-12) 
 
Last lesson we looked at persecution and we learned that the Christian faces persecution from the world for two 
reasons:  1. The Christian is different from the world...he or she is not of the world and  2.  The Christian lives for 
Christ and the world hates Christ. 
 
In verses 11-12 Jesus describes the Christian's reaction to the persecution described in verse 10.  He is not giving 
us a new Beatitude, but simply amplifying on the one described in verse 10. 
 
Jesus reminds us in verse 11 that He is not speaking of persecution in general, but persecution "because of Me" 
and for no other reason.  Note also that Jesus does not speak to the form of persecution.  Persecution of the 
believer can come in many ways. The way, however, is not important.  What really matters is the way in which the 
Christian faces persecution and Jesus tells us here exactly how we are to do so. 
 
On the negative side, Jesus does not tell us to retaliate or feel resentment or become depressed.  Instead, He tells 
us to "Rejoice and be glad".  (v12).  This does not mean that the Christian is to rejoice at the mere fact of 
persecution itself.  Persecution is always something to be regretted...it should be a source of grief that people, 
because of sin, should behave in such a cruel and inhumane way. 
 
So why do we rejoice?  Two reasons:  1. It is proof to the Christian of who he or she is.  We are like the prophets of 
God. We are like Jesus; and 2.  It is proof of where we are going and of what awaits us..."for your future reward in 
heaven is GREAT". Turn to 2 Cor 4:17-18 and spend some time focusing on this future great reward. 
 
"For momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison...".   Can 
you imagine? Nothing on this earth can compare to what God has prepared for those who believe.  So there is no 
reason to lose heart...to give up hope.  Rejoice in what lies ahead and be glad!!! 
 
So our study has come to an end.  Jesus, as always, has been addressing the condition of our hearts.  We must 
always check our hearts.  Does our heart reflect Jesus?  Here is a checklist from the Beatitudes...a checklist 
straight from the mouth of Jesus. 
 
     A heart on its knees. 
 

     A heart tearful over sin. 
 

     A heart unimpressed with itself. 
 

     A heart in pursuit. 
 

     A heart responding. 
 

     A heart cleansed and undivided. 
 

     A heart at witness. 
 

     A heart in total surrender. 
 

God bless! 


