
LESSON 4

Follow Him
Scripture: Matthew 9:9-13
Lesson Focus: Jesus wants us to follow Him.
Memory Verse: He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7

Getting Ready for the Bible
Playing “Follow the Leader” and talking about
their experiences of following will help the 
children get ready to hear the Bible story from
Matthew 9:9-13.

• Opening Activity: No materials needed
• Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: Matthew 9:9-13
The children will hear that Jesus called Matthew
to be His disciple.

Bible Story: Teaching Aid 7 (from Preschool Creative
Teaching Aids), Bible, (optional: coins in a paper bag)

• Bible Story Review: Bible-time clothes, coin-sized
paper circles, play dishes

• Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

The Bible and Me
To help the children understand that Jesus wants 
us to follow Him, they will explore activity centers.

• Coloring Page: Page and add-on figure for Lesson
4, crayons, tape, yarn, (optional: scraps of fabric,
glue sticks) 

• Dramatic Play: Bible-time costumes, coin-shaped
paper circles, play dishes
Following Footprints: Eight pieces of construction
paper, shoe, pencil, scissors

Going Home with the Bible
Planning a way to follow Jesus will help the 
children see how the Bible story of Jesus calling
Matthew works in their own lives.

PraisePac CD (from Preschool Creative Teaching
Aids), CD player, Bible, talking object, My Sunday
Pictures, Lesson 4
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This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more than five
minutes or supplies are needed that are not included on the list of
standard supplies (on page 6).

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  B i b l e
Tax collectors, also called publicans, were
some of the most despised people of Jesus’
day. They made a living by charging a certain
percentage above what the law required, 
anywhere from five to twelve percent.
Corruption among this group was widespread.
Because the amount collected was arbitrarily
set by each collector, it was possible to
demand unreasonably large amounts, pay a
portion to the Roman government, and still
pocket a profit. While tax collectors were 

prosperous, they had no social status in Jewish
society. They were seen as traitors because
they were agents of the Roman government.

Besides the unfair business practices, 
there were religious offenses that added to the
publicans’ social stigma. Due to their frequent
contact with Gentiles, tax collectors were
considered ceremonially unclean. Tax collectors
were thus categorized with prostitutes, thieves,
and murderers. 

Matthew’s collection table was near the city

of Capernaum, on the north end of the Sea 
of Galilee. Jesus’ home was there (Matt. 9:1). 

By going to Matthew’s house for dinner,
Jesus was displaying scandalous behavior 
in the eyes of the Pharisees. In Jesus’ day, 
to share a meal with someone was an act of
friendship. 

Matthew’s life changed by following Jesus.
He became one of the 12 apostles. Both Luke
and Mark identify him as Levi, or Levi, the son
of Alphaeus (Luke 5:27; Mark 2:14).

Teacher Devotional

Remember playing the
children’s game “Follow
the Leader”? There was
one leader. The rest of 
the children would follow,
doing whatever the leader
did. But the concept isn’t
limited to a game.
Through the years, people
have followed many ideas
and lifestyles.

Read Matthew 9:9-13.
While collecting taxes,
Matthew was called by
Jesus to follow Him.
Immediately he got up
from his table to follow
Jesus. Matthew wanted 
to follow Jesus in a very
different lifestyle. 

Like Matthew, God has
called you to follow Him.
What have you had to
give up to follow Jesus?
_________________________
_________________________

Giving up things is
difficult, no matter how
small. But you will receive
more in Christ. 

The children in your
class are at an age where
they love to follow. How
can you cultivate their
willingness to follow Jesus?
_________________________
_________________________
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When Jesus called Matthew
to be His disciple, He 
dramatically interrupted the
routine of Matthew’s life.

Preschoolers like
routine and
predictability.
While they like some
surprises, they can
become confused when
they don’t understand their
routine or if the routine is inter-
rupted too often. Helping the chil-
dren understand what will be hap-
pening in Sunday school will help
them feelcomfortable and eager to
be in class. Here are some tips:
• Give a brief overview of what
will be happening at the beginning
of each lesson.
• Introduce the children leaders 
of your church—the minister,
worship leader, children’s 
coordinator, etc. This will help the
children identify people who are
involved in Sunday school. 
• If you plan on being gone for a
Sunday, introduce your substitute
the week before so the children
will know who to expect in their
classroom. 

When Teaching
the Bible to

Preschoolers...

You may want to have a short worship time before beginning today’s lesson. 
• Have the children sit in a circle, either on a rug or in chairs. Teach the following song to the tune “Go In and
Out the Window.” 

Let’s worship God together (3x)
And offerings gladly bring.

• Choose a helper to collect the offerings. Dear God, Thank You for all You give us, including our friends.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
• We’re going to listen to a song on our CD. When you hear the word “Jesus,” point up. (Point up. Have
the children mirror your actions.) Play the song “Nothing Is Impossible with God” on the
PraisePac CD from your Creative Teaching Aids packet. Encourage the children to do the
action with you while listening to the song. Some children will be able to do the action
every time. Others may only be able to do it once or twice.
• Finish your worship time with a prayer. Dear God, thank You that You love us. Thank You that Your Son,
Jesus, loves us. Help us learn today about a special way that Jesus shows His love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Worship Time

Welcome Time Activities

Pr
o
je
c
t
s

Table

Play

Before moving into the lesson or Worship Time, have the children stop
what they are doing, clean up the centers, and gather in a big group.
You may want to use the following rhyme to help attract the children’s
attention. 

As quick as mice,
scurry around.
Clean up nice,

without a sound!

30
L e s s o n  4

Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus wants us to follow Him.

Moving 

and 

Doing

Have children use blocks to create a Bible-time
village. Plastic figures could be used for animals 
and people. This activity provides some background
information to help the children understand today’s
Bible story from Matthew 9:9-13.

Invite the children to set the table for a meal using
toy food and dishes from the home living area.
Can you pretend that you have invited Jesus to
eat? What do you think you will give Him to eat?
Later in the lesson they will hear about Jesus eating
at Matthew’s house.

Gather together an assortment of objects in your
classroom. Let the children sort them into different
categories such as color, size, shapes, or whatever
you choose. By following your directions, they are
beginning to work with the concept of “follow” in
today’s Lesson Focus, “Jesus wants us to follow Him.”

These activities are designed to engage your children in a fun 
and purposeful way while freeing you to interact with parents and
children as they arrive. The centers require little or no supervision
and can be set up before class. After greeting each child, direct him
or her to a center and suggest a way to start or join the activity.
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Opening Activity
When the children are seated in a circle and ready
to listen, introduce the game “Follow the Leader.”
Playing the game and talking about following
helps the children get ready for the Bible story 
from Matthew 9:9-13. 

Let’s play a game today. Get behind me in a
line. (Wait for the children to line up. You may need to
show some children where to stand in line. Be sure you
are at the front of the line.) As we go around the
room, be sure to watch very carefully. You need
to do the same action I am doing. Lead the
children in a game of “Follow the Leader.” Walk
around the room doing simple actions for the
children to follow such as jumping, walking on
tiptoes, skipping or galloping, hopping, etc. Be sure
to do each action at least 10 times before changing
to the next action. That will give the children time
to follow you. You can also help the children at the
end of the line by calling out, “Now I’m (the name
of the new action.)” Eventually lead the children
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STEP11

into a circle and have them sit down.
You followed me all over the room walking,

skipping, jumping, and other actions. You did 
a good job. The game we just played is called
“Follow the Leader.” To play the game, you had
to do what I did. When you did that, you were
following me. Let’s talk more about following.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time
for each child to say something. This gives each
child an opportunity to connect to the Bible story
and the Lesson Focus, “Jesus wants us to follow
Him,” through his or her own experience.

� When do people follow? 
(Because you just finished playing a game, they
will probably talk about when they play a game.
Other answers may be when they are told to,
when they’re at school, when they walk a pet,
and so forth. Encourage all the children to talk.)

� Who do you follow?
(If they are having a difficult time beginning 
the discussion, be prepared to give examples of
people you follow. The children may talk about
following a teacher, a parent, a grandparent, a
brother or sister, a friend, or even a pet.)

� When do people follow you? 
(Preschool children like to be the leader. It helps
them feel in control of a situation, something
that doesn’t happen often to young children.
Children may talk about being the leader at
school, being in charge of a game, or being 
at the front of a line.)

Sometimes we follow people. Sometimes
people follow us. Today we are going to learn
that Jesus wants us to follow Him. Our Bible
story tells us about a man named Matthew. 
As you hear the story, listen to find out what
Jesus asks Matthew to do.

Playing “Follow the Leader” and talking about their experiences of following
will help the children get ready to hear the Bible story from Matthew 9:9-13.

Materials: None needed

Getting Ready for the Bible

Attention Grabber
If you have not already gathered the children into
a group or you need to focus their attention back
to you, ask them to copy your actions as you sing
this song to the tune of “I’m a Little Teapot.”

I’m an autumn tree all 
Orange and red. 
(Hold up arms.)

I shake my branches 
(Shake arms.)

And nod my head. 
On a windy day there’s 

A howling sound. 
And soon my leaves go 

(Shake arms.)

Tumbling down. 
(Quietly sit down.)

Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus wants us to follow Him.
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Walk, walk, walk. (Pat your knees. Have the

children pat their knees too.) One day, Jesus was
walking down the road where Matthew’s
booth was. He saw Matthew sitting in his
booth. (Show Picture 1.) Jesus walked over to
Matthew. Jesus loved Matthew and wanted
Matthew to learn to love Him. (Hug self.) Jesus
wanted Matthew to stop stealing. He wanted
Matthew to be one of His special helpers. 

Jesus said to Matthew, “Follow Me. I 
want you to be My helper.” (“Walk” fingers 

up your arms.)

Matthew knew Jesus was special. Right
away Matthew got up and followed Jesus.

Later Jesus and His friends had dinner 
at Matthew’s house. (Show Picture 2.) Munch,
munch, munch. (Pretend to eat.) Many of
Matthew’s friends, who were tax collectors 
and “sinners,” came to eat too. Matthew 
wanted them to meet Jesus.

Grumble, grumble, grumble. (Have children

repeat the words.) Some people were not happy
to see Jesus eating with Matthew and his
friends. They didn’t think Jesus should be
friendly to people who had done bad things. 

But Jesus wasn’t worried about what those
people said. He was glad to eat with Matthew
and the other people because He loved them. 

Jesus said, “I have come so that sinners 
will follow Me.” (“Walk” fingers up arm.) He was
glad Matthew followed Him to be one of His
helpers. Jesus wants us to follow Him too.

Matthew 9:9-13
The children will hear that Jesus called Matthew to be His disciple.

Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 7, Bible, Bible-time clothes,
coin-sized paper circles, play dishes, (optional: coins in a paper bag)

Bible Story Time

Bible Story

Fold Teaching Aid 7 on the line. Show the
posters as indicated in the Bible story. You may
wish to place some coins in a small paper bag
and twist the top to make a money bag.

The children should still be seated in a circle
ready for the story. Open your Bible to Matthew.
Our story today comes from the Bible. It is
found in the part, or book, of the Bible called
Matthew. (Show the children where Matthew is in

your Bible. Keep your Bible open to Matthew 9 as you

tell the story.)

“Taxes!
Taxes! Pay your
taxes here!”
Matthew
shouted. (If you

made the money

bag, shake the

coins in the bag.) The Bible tells us about a man
named Matthew. Matthew was a tax collector
in the land where Jesus lived. His job was to
collect money from the people to give to the
king. He had a booth where people came to
pay their taxes, or money for the king. It was
a law, so they had to give their money to
Matthew. (Show Picture 1.) 

Sometimes Matthew collected more money
than the king asked for. Matthew kept the
extra money for himself so he could get rich.
That was stealing. (Shake the coins in the bag.)

Some of Matthew’s tax collector friends stole
money too. People called Matthew and his
friends “sinners” because they stole money.

Teaching Aid 7

Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus wants us to follow Him.
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Bible Story Review Bible Memory Verse
To check for the children’s understanding of
today’s Bible story, have them answer these 
questions or do the activity, or both.

Questions
� Who did Jesus ask to follow Him? (Matthew.)

� Who ate dinner with Jesus and His friends at
Matthew’s house? (Sinners.)

� How do you think Matthew changed after he
followed Jesus? (This question may be difficult
for the children to answer. Some children may
talk about Jesus loving Matthew, that he stopped
stealing, or say that they don’t know.) 

� Who wants us to follow Him?
(Jesus wants us to follow Him.)

Activity
Before beginning this activity, cut out several

coin-sized paper coins. This dramatic review pro-
vides an active review of today’s Bible story about
Jesus calling Matthew.

Let’s dress in our Bible-time clothes and 
act out our Bible story. Choose one child to be
Matthew. Invite another to be Jesus. Have Matthew
call out “Taxes, taxes,” while the rest of the
children pay taxes by dropping coin-shaped papers
or coins into either a play dish or a bag. Encourage
the child playing Jesus to tell “Matthew,” “Follow
Me.” Matthew should follow Jesus.

The children can also act out eating dinner 
at Matthew’s house using play dishes.

As children practice a Bible verse week after week,
they will be able to understand and remember it.
Have the children do either the practice or the
rhyme, or both.

He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7

Practice
Jesus cares for us and wants us to follow Him.
Let’s say our Bible verse together.

As a review of the verse, sing the following
words to the tune, “Little Bo Peep” or saying the
words in rhythm. This is the same song that was
taught in Lesson 1. The music will help your
preschoolers remember the words.

He cares for you—

(Point up.)

the Bible says,

In First Peter fi-ve verse se-ven.

(Hold hands like a book.)

He cares for you—

(Point up.)

The Bible says,

In First Peter fi-ve verse se-ven.

(Hold hands like a book.)

In the Bible Rhyme Time, the verse is in the first
and fourth lines of the rhyme. Divide the class
into two groups. Let the groups take turns saying
a line of the rhyme at a time. Let’s say our Bible
rhyme in our groups.

Group 1: He cares for you.
(Point to a child.)

Group 2: He knows you by name.
(Point to someone else.)

Group 1: He listens when you pray.
(Fold hands.)

Group 2: He cares for you.
(Point to a child.)

Group 1: He’s your special friend.
(Hug self.)

Group 2: Follow Him every day.
(Walk in place.)

Bible Rhyme Time

Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus wants us to follow Him.
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Materials: Bible-time costumes, 
coin-shaped paper circles, play dishes

This activity allows the children to
continue reviewing today’s Bible story
from Matthew 9:9-13. 

Let the children use the coin-shaped
paper circles, play dishes, and Bible-
time costumes used in the Bible Story
Review to act out the Bible Story.
Encourage the children to take turns
playing the parts of Jesus and Matthew. 

While the children just did this activ-
ity in class, doing the dramatic play on
their own helps them learn the story in
a more in-depth way. 

To help the children understand that Jesus wants us to follow Him, they will
explore activity centers.

In today’s Bible story, Jesus called Matthew to be His disciple. To help the children
understand and remember that Jesus wants us to follow Him, choose one or more of
the following activities. Demonstrate each activity you have chosen before letting 
the children begin them. This week the “Coloring Page” requires the most teacher
supervision.

The Bible and Me

Dramatic Play:
Following Footprints:
Materials: Eight pieces of construction paper, shoe,
pencil, scissors

Before class, trace around the sole of a shoe on
eight pieces of construction paper. Cut out the
shapes to make eight footprints. 

This activity helps the children relate the Lesson
Focus, “Jesus wants us to follow Him,” to ways they
follow Jesus in their own lives.

Let one child be the leader. The leader puts the
footprints down in a path. The rest of the children
follow the path of footprints. At the end of the path,
each child should tell the leader one way to follow
Jesus. Some ideas are coming to Sunday school, 

reading Bible stories, obeying parents, praying.

Materials: Make-It/Take-It page and add-on figure for Lesson 4, crayons, tape,
yarn, (optional: scraps of fabric, glue sticks)

This project helps children understand one way they can follow Jesus. Remove the page and
add-on figure for Lesson 4 from the Make-It/Take-It books. Who is the book about? (Jesus.)
The girl is following Jesus by learning more about Him. Let the children color the picture
before taping the add-on figure to the X. They could glue fabric on the quilt. Have the
children tape a piece of yarn to the top two corners of the picture to make a hanging picture.

Coloring Page:

When you are ready to close your activities,
have the children clean up the centers, and
gather in a big group. You may want to use
the following rhyme to help attract the 
children’s attention.

As quick as mice,
scurry around.
Clean up nice,

without a sound!

Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus wants us to follow Him.
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Time to Go
• Before children leave for the day, be sure to
hand out the My Sunday Pictures card for Lesson 4.

• Let the children play “Follow the Leader” until
their parents pick them up.

• As you say good-bye to each child, remind him
or her of the Lesson Focus: Jesus wants us to
follow Him.

What to
send home...

My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 4

Make-It/Take-It for Lesson 4

S
T
E
P

44 Planning a way to follow Jesus will help the children see how the Bible
story of Jesus calling Matthew works in their own lives.

Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—PraisePac CD, CD player, Bible, talking object

Going Home with the Bible

Quick Teacher Tip: This lesson uses a “talking object.”

A “talking object” is a tool to help your children listen

during a sharing time. Pass an object, such as an 

eraser, around the circle. The child holding the object 

is the only one who can talk at that time. The other

children are quiet.

After cleaning up, have the children sit in a 
circle, either on chairs or on a rug. Use this time to
help the children plan a way to follow Jesus. Show
the children once again where Matthew 9 is in the
Bible. 

In today’s Bible story, Jesus asked Matthew 
to follow Him. Matthew did follow Jesus. Who
wants us to follow Him? (Jesus.)

What are some ways we learned that we can
follow Jesus? Give the children time to share their
ideas. (Reading stories of Jesus, going to Sunday
school, obeying parents, praying, etc.) Those are
all ways of following Jesus. Quietly think of one
way that you will follow Jesus this week. Give the
children time to think.

Gather the children in a circle. Tell the
guidelines for using a “talking object.” When you
are holding the eraser, it is your turn to tell how
you will follow Jesus this week. When you aren’t
holding the eraser, it’s time for you to listen and
not talk. Starting with yourself, pass the eraser
around the circle. Jesus wants us to follow Him. 
I will follow Jesus by (Your own plan for the
week). Several children may repeat the same
answer. Allow enough time for each child to share
his or her plan to follow Jesus during the week.

Conclude the lesson with a short worship time.
Play the Unit 13 song, “We Are Important to God”
on the PraisePac CD found in your Creative
Teaching Aids packet. Encourage the children 
to sing the parts of the song that they know. 
Let’s pray. Dear Jesus, You asked Matthew to 
follow You. Help us to follow You too. In Your
name. Amen.

Have the children sit in a circle to play a short ball
game. You will need a soft ball for this activity. 

Our Bible story showed us that Jesus asked
Matthew to follow Him. We also learned that
Jesus wants us to follow Him. Let’s play a ball
game about different ways we can follow Jesus.
We’re going to roll the ball back and forth.
When you catch the ball, tell us one way that
you can follow Jesus. Then roll the ball to
someone else. 

Begin the game by rolling the ball. Be sure 
to tell one way that you can follow Jesus! As your
class plays the game, check that each child has 
at least one turn touching the ball. If the children
repeat each other’s answers, that is fine.

If you have extra time
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Lesson 4 Focus: Jesus wants us to follow Him.
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