Samuel as a Boy

Lesson 12

Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:1-20, 24-28; 2:1, 2, 11, 18-21, 26; 3:1-15, 19
Bible Memory: 1 Samuel 12:20
“Serve the Lord with all your heart.” (ICB)
“Serve the Lord with all your heart.” (KJV)
Focus:  God uses people to care for us.
Heart to Heart Teacher Devotions
Today’s lesson is the first lesson in a study of Samuel. From his childhood, Samuel’s
life was dedicated to God. God used people to care for Samuel as Samuel learned to
serve Him. As the children learn and play today, look for opportunities to show them
that God uses people to care for them also. Thank God for using you to guide the
children toward Him.
Bible Background for the Teacher
Samuel was the son of Elkanah and Hannah. Because of his mother’s vow to God,
Samuel grew up in the tabernacle at Shiloh under the guidance of Eli the priest.
The tabernacle housed the ark of the covenant, a symbol of God’s presence and His
covenant with Israel. We are told that Samuel wore an ephod, or linen holy vest, just as
Eli would have worn. When Eli perceived who was calling Samuel, he told Samuel what
to do, and Samuel obeyed.

Lesson 12 at a Glance

1

2

GETTING
STARTED
Use one or more
of these learning
centers to help
children explore
how Samuel lived
as a boy.

Quick Step
Sounds at Home

BIBLE
DISCOVERY
Use all of these
activities to help
children tell how
God cared for
Samuel.

Sing and Pray

HeartShaper Materials
• Resources CD

Washing Babies

• plastic dolls, moist towelettes, towels, doll clothes
• pop-up tent, scroll, Bible,
mats, Bible-times dress-up
clothing

Tabernacle Play (unit
center)

Bible Time
Samuel as a Boy

Other Materials
• CD player

• Resources sheet 7 tri-fold
story scene 12a, Resources
CD, Teaching Picture 12

• CD player, scroll, mat, flashlights, robes or shirts, Bible
with Bible Memory highlighted

Bible Review
Bible Memory

3

GROW AND GO
Use one or more
of these learning
centers to help
children thank God
for people who
care for them.

Quick Step
Jumping for Joy

• masking tape
• construction paper, stickers,
crayons, washable markers

Thank-You Cards
Who Cares for You?
Closing the Hour
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• Make-n-Share lesson 12
and stickers
• Heart Tugs issue 12

• drinking straws, washable
markers, tape, yarn
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Getting Started(10–15 minutes)
1

Use one or more of these learning centers to help children explore
how Samuel lived as a boy.

Focus

 God uses people to care
for us.

Welcome
• Use the Scamper puppet to greet the children.
• Place a name tag on each child, and gather necessary information
from the adult bringing the child to class.
• Guide each child to a learning center.

Quick Step Sounds at Home
SAY: The Bible tells us about a boy named Samuel. God used special
people to care for Samuel as he was growing up.  God uses people to
care for us too. Let’s play a game and guess some sounds we might hear
at home. Then we’ll talk about the people who care for us at home. Play
each sound from the Resources CD, pausing the CD between sounds to
allow time for identifying the sounds.
ASK: Who cares for you and helps at home, using pots and pans?
Who cares for you and helps with the lawn mower?
Do you think Samuel heard any of these sounds when he was
growing up?

Materials
Resources CD track 13,
CD player

Especially for 2s!
Guide children as they make noises, using pans and lids or other objects
used at home that make noise. Talk about soft and loud noises. Talk
about the people who use these items to care for them at home.

Washing Babies
SAY: The Bible tells us about a woman named Hannah. Hannah had a
baby boy named Samuel. Hannah took good care of baby Samuel.
 God uses people to care for us too. Let’s take care of these dolls. We
can pretend that we are Hannah taking care of little Samuel. Give each
child a baby doll and a towelette. As the children wash the faces, hands,
and feet of their dolls, ask them to point to their own eyes, ears, feet, and
so forth. When children are finished, they can change the dolls’ clothes.
ASK: Who took care of baby Samuel? (Hannah, his mommy)
Who does God use to take care of you? (parents, babysitters, etc.)

Tabernacle Play (unit center)
Before class, set up a pop-up tent or put bedsheets over a low table to
make a tent. Place other items inside the tent.
SAY: The Bible tells us about a boy named Samuel. Samuel was a
special helper at God’s house. At that time, God’s people worshipped
inside a tent called a tabernacle. Let’s look at some things Samuel might
have had at the tabernacle. Let children try on robes. Examine the scroll
with the children and compare it to a Bible. Unroll and roll up the mats.
ASK: How was the tabernacle different from your home?
What kind of clothes did Samuel wear? (robes)
God used special people to take care of Samuel when he was young.
 God uses people to care for us too.
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Materials
plastic dolls, moist
towelettes, towels,
doll clothes

Materials
pop-up tent or bedsheets
and a table, scroll (paper
rolled), Bible, mats, robes and
other Bible-times dress-up
clothing
Cleanup
Use Scamper to encourage
the children to clean
specific areas of the room.
Scamper can clap his paws when
each area is clean.

Samuel as a Boy, Lesson 12

Bible Discovery(20–25 minutes)

Focus

 God uses people to care

for us.

2

Use all of these activities to help children tell how God cared for
Samuel.

Materials
Resources CD tracks 2
and 3, CD player

Sing and Pray

Materials
Bible, Resources sheet
7 tri-fold story scene 12a,
Bible, scroll, mat, flashlights,
robes or large front-button shirts

Bible Time

Teaching Tip
Teach today’s lesson inside a
“tabernacle.” Set up a pop-up
tent or drape bedsheets to form
a tent.

Materials
Teaching Picture 12,
Resources CD track 9,
Resources CD Samuel as a Boy
printable file, CD player
Teaching Tip
The lyrics and motions for the
activity “Samuel as a Boy” are
included as a printable file on the
Resources CD.
Materials
Resources CD track 6,
CD player, Bible with
Bible Memory highlighted

Sing “God Cares for Me” and “Love Each Other.”
PRAY: Dear God, thank You for giving us special people to help us.
Please help us learn from Your Bible today. In Jesus’ name, amen.
ASK: Have you ever been in a tent? Wait for responses. Wow! Today we
are going to learn about some of God’s people who worshipped in a tent.

Before class, assemble the tri-fold story scene.
Show 1 Samuel 1; then show the Hannah panel. SAY: The Bible tells
about a woman named Hannah who had no children. “God,” she prayed,
“if You give me a son, when he is big enough, he can be Your helper.”
God answered Hannah’s prayer. Hannah and her husband had a baby
boy. They loved him and took care of him. They named the baby Samuel.
When Samuel was big enough to be a helper, Hannah took Samuel to
the place where the people worshipped God. Turn story scene to show
Samuel; then show Eli. Samuel helped Eli the priest at God’s house.
Maybe Samuel pulled open big curtains in the morning. Ask children to
pretend to pull open curtains. Maybe he helped light the lamps. Choose
some children to turn on flashlights. Eli took good care of Samuel.
As Samuel grew, his mother made him robes to wear. Show the Hannah
panel. Have children put on robes. Hannah loved and cared for Samuel.
One night when Samuel was lying in bed, he heard someone call him.
Let’s count how many times Samuel heard someone calling for him.
“Samuel.” Hold up one finger and have children do the same. Samuel
hurried to Eli. Show the Samuel panel; then show Eli. “Here I am,” Samuel
said. But Eli had not called Samuel. Eli sent Samuel back to bed. This
happened again (hold up two fingers) and again (hold up three fingers).
After the third time when Samuel thought Eli was calling him, Eli said
to Samuel, “It’s God. If this happens again, say, ‘Speak, Lord! I hear you.’”
After the fourth time (hold up four fingers), when Samuel heard his name,
he did what Eli said and God talked to Samuel. Show all three panels—Eli,
Hannah, and Samuel. God used Eli and Hannah to care for Samuel.

Bible Review
Show the teaching picture. SAY: Samuel was a helper for God. Let’s
remember the Bible story as we act it out. Play the activity, “Samuel as a
Boy,” leading the children in the motions. God used special people to care
for Samuel.  God uses people to care for us too.
ASK: Who cared for Samuel as he was growing?
Who talked to Samuel one night at the tabernacle?

Bible Memory
SAY: The Bible is God’s special Word. Point to the Bible Memory in
1 Samuel 12:20. Let’s sing our Bible Memory words. Play and sing “Serve
the Lord.”
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Grow and Go(15–20 minutes)
3

Use one or more of these learning centers to help children thank
God for people who care for them.

Quick Step Jumping for Joy
SAY: Hannah and Eli took care of Samuel as he was growing up.  God
uses people to care for us too. Think of someone who takes care of you.
Is it your grandma, your daddy, or your babysitter? Let’s play a game
and name some people who care for us. Place a long piece of masking
tape on the floor. Ask the children to line up at one end of the tape. One
by one, children can jump like a frog to the opposite end of the tape.
When a child reaches the end, she can name a person who takes care of
her. That child can then sit down or go to the back of the line while the
next child jumps.
ASK: Who takes care of you at home?
Who takes care of you at your preschool? at Bible class?
Let’s thank God for these special people. Lead the children in a thankYou prayer to God.

Thank-You Cards
Before class, fold a piece of construction paper in half and write on the
inside: “Thank you for taking care of me!” Prepare one for each child. SAY:
The Bible tells us that  God uses people to care for us. Let’s make
thank-you cards for some special people who care for us. Then we’ll
thank God for those people.
Give a prepared card to each child. Ask each child to name a special
person who cares for her. Ask the child to tell you something that person
does to take care of her. Write those words inside the card. Example: “My
nana lets me help make cookies.” Have children personalize their cards
with drawings and stickers.
ASK: Who cares for you during the day? at night?
Let’s thank God for all the people who care for us. Ask for volunteers
who want to pray and say thank You to God for people who care for them.

Who Cares for You?
SAY: God used Hannah and Eli to care for Samuel. Help the children
as they trace the paths from Hannah and Eli to Samuel. Then have the
children trace the number of times God called Samuel during the night.
 God used Hannah and Eli to care for Samuel. God uses people to care
for us. Let’s talk about the people who care for us. Help children identify
who cares for them and put heart stickers next to those people.
ASK: When God called Samuel during the night, what did Samuel say?
Who are the special people that care for you?
Encourage each child to say a simple thank-You prayer to God for their
parents or other people who care for them.

Closing the Hour
Be sure children who are leaving now have their activity projects and
a copy of this week’s Heart Tugs. Note: A Family Together Time page is
available online for families to download. See www.21stcc.com and click on
“Downloads.”
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Focus

 God uses people to care
for us.

Materials
masking tape

Materials
construction paper,
stickers, crayons,
washable markers

Materials
Make-n-Share lesson 12
and stickers, washable
markers

Teaching Tip
Not every child has both
parents, grandparents, etc. The
purpose of this activity is to not
make children feel bad but to
help them identify those who
care for them. Allow children to
identify whom they think each
figure represents.
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Samuel as a Boy

Lesson 12
Extra Hour

Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:1-20, 24-28; 2:1, 2, 11, 18-21, 26; 3:1-15, 19
Bible Memory: 1 Samuel 12:20
“Serve the Lord with all your heart.” (ICB)
“Serve the Lord with all your heart.” (KJV)
Focus:  God uses people to care for us.

Heart to Heart Teacher Devotions
Today’s lesson is the first lesson in a study of Samuel. From his childhood, Samuel’s
life was dedicated to God. God used people to care for Samuel as Samuel learned to
serve Him. As the children learn and play today, look for opportunities to show them
that God uses people to care for them also. Thank God for using you to guide the
children toward Him.
Bible Background for the Teacher
Samuel was the son of Elkanah and Hannah. Because of his mother’s vow to God,
Samuel grew up in the tabernacle at Shiloh under the guidance of Eli the priest.
The tabernacle housed the ark of the covenant, a symbol of God’s presence and His
covenant with Israel. We are told that Samuel wore an ephod, or linen holy vest, just as
Eli would have worn. When Eli perceived who was calling Samuel, he told Samuel what
to do, and Samuel obeyed.

Lesson 12 at a Glance—Ex
tra Ho
ur
1

2

MORE! GETTING
STARTED
Use one or more
of these learning
centers to help
children explore
how Samuel lived
as a boy.

Quick Step
Exploring God’s House

MORE! BIBLE
DISCOVERY
Use all of these
activities to help
children tell how
God cared for
Samuel.

More! Sing and Pray

HeartShaper Materials

Bible-Times Bowls

Other Materials
• walking rope

• modeling dough, pitcher,
cleaning cloths
• shirts or robes, belts, baby
dolls and doll clothes

Growing Up (unit
Center)

• Resources sheet 7 tri-fold
story scene 12a, Resources
CD and CD Samuel as a Boy
and Bible Memory Motions
printable files, Teaching
Picture 12

• CD player, glue, felt scraps,
flannelboard, Bible with Bible
Memory highlighted

Quick Step
Scamper Puppet Story

• Scamper puppet

• nut in shell

Caring People

• Heart Tugs issue 12

• crayons, toy telephones

Saying Good-bye

• Heart Tugs issue 12

Bible Time—Another
Way!
Samuel as a Boy
More! Bible Review
More! Bible Memory

3

MORE! GROW
AND GO
Use one or more
of these learning
centers to help
children thank God
for people who
care for them.
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101

More! Getting Started(10–15 minutes)
1

Focus

Use one or more of these learning centers to help children explore
how Samuel lived as a boy.

 God uses people to care
for us.

Transition Time
• Greet new arrivals, giving each a name tag.
• Gather children to play the Jumping for Joy game from first hour.
• Serve a snack. Follow your congregation’s policy for taking children
to the restrooms.

Quick Step Exploring God’s House
SAY: Today we are learning about a boy named Samuel. Samuel grew
up helping at the place where the people worshipped God. Eli the priest
lived at this place of worship. God used Eli to help care for Samuel. Eli
probably showed Samuel all the rooms and furniture in God’s house.
 God uses people to care for us too. Let’s look around the building
where we worship God. We’ll talk about the people who care for us.
Using the walking rope, lead the children on a tour around your church
building or through one area of the building.
ASK: What is your favorite room in our church building?
How can you help care for our church building?
The people who work and help at our church building care for you.

Materials
walking rope

Teaching Tip
To make a walking rope from
nylon rope, tie small loops about
2' apart. Each child can hold
onto a loop as your group walks
together from place to place.

Especially for 2s!
Take a pretend trip of your church building inside your classroom! The
children can take big/little steps, slow/fast steps, loud/soft steps. Talk
about the places where different steps might be appropriate.

Bible-Times Bowls
SAY: Today we are learning how God used a man named Eli to help
care for a boy named Samuel. Perhaps Eli taught Samuel how to fill clay
bowls with water for cleaning the furniture at God’s house.  God uses
people to care for us too. Let’s make some clay bowls. Then we’ll pretend
we are cleaning God’s house. Show children how to shape modeling
dough into bowls. Provide a pitcher and cloths. Pretend to pour water into
the bowls and clean an area of your room.
ASK: What color is the bowl you made?
Who taught Samuel how to care for God’s house? (Eli)
Who cares for you and teaches you each day?

Growing Up

(unit center)

SAY: In today’s Bible story, we will hear how a mother named Hannah
made new robes each year for her son Samuel. God used Hannah to care
for Samuel.  God uses people to care for us too. Let’s play dress-up. At
first we’ll pretend we are small and we have to wear small clothes. Then
we’ll pretend to grow up and we’ll put on bigger clothes. We can dress
the dolls in small or large clothes too. As children play dress-up, compare
the sizes of those clothes to the clothes they now wear.
ASK: Why do you wear bigger clothes now?
Who cares for you and buys you new clothes as you grow?
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Materials
modeling dough, empty
pitcher, cleaning cloths

Materials
various sizes of shirts or
robes, belts, baby dolls
and doll clothes
(optional: toy tools)

Teaching Tip
Provide toy tools so children can
also pretend they are growing
and learning to make repairs
around the church building.
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Focus

 God uses people to care

for us.

More! Bible Discovery(20–25 minutes)
2

Use all of these activities to help children tell how God cared for
Samuel.

Materials
Resources CD tracks 2
and 6, CD player, Bible

More! Sing and Pray

Materials
Teaching Picture 12,
Resources CD track 9
and CD Samuel as a Boy
printable file, CD player

Bible Time—Another Way!

Materials
Resources sheet 7
tri-fold story scene 12a,
Resources CD track 3, CD player

More! Bible Review

Materials
Bible with Bible Memory
highlighted, Resources
CD Bible Memory Motions
printable file

More! Bible Memory

Sing “God Cares for Me” and “Serve the Lord.”
PRAY: Dear God, thank You for caring for us. Thank You for all of the
special people who care for us too. Help us learn from Your Bible today.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
ASK: How many of you have ever stayed with a babysitter? Did you
feel scared or happy? Babysitters take care of us when our families
cannot. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 1 and show it to the children. The
Bible tells us that God uses special people to take care of us. Let’s learn
about the special people who took care of a young boy named Samuel.

Show the teaching picture to the children. SAY: Samuel was a helper
for God. Let’s listen to the Bible story. I am going to let each of you
hold the picture as we listen. Then we’ll listen to the story again and
act it out. Allow each child to hold and look at the teaching picture while
you play “Samuel as a Boy.” Play the story again and lead children in the
suggested motions found on the Resources CD printable file.
Samuel’s mother, father, and Eli the priest cared for Samuel. But God
cared for Samuel most of all.

SAY: Let’s play a game to remember all of the special people in our
Bible story. We’ll play a song and pass around our story scene that
shows Hannah, Samuel, and Eli. When the song stops, the person
holding the story scene can point to one of the people pictured and tell
what that person did in the Bible story. Play the song “Love Each Other”
as the story scene is passed. When you pause the song, give prompts as
needed to help children review the Bible story.
ASK: Can you point to the picture of Hannah? What did Hannah give
to Samuel each year? (a new robe)
What is Samuel doing in this picture? (helping at God’s house)
Who was Eli? How did Eli care for Samuel? (Eli was the priest
at God’s house. He taught Samuel and told Samuel to listen to
God.)

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 12:20. Point to and read the highlighted
Bible Memory. SAY: Let’s use our hands to help us remember our Bible
Memory words. After teaching the Bible Memory with the motions found
on the Resources CD, say a phrase and pause, but do not make the
motions. Invite the children to perform the matching motions.
ASK: Who should you serve with all your heart? (the Lord)
What special book tells you to serve the Lord with all your heart?
(the Bible)
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More! Grow and Go(15–20 minutes)
3

Focus

Use one or more of these learning centers to help children thank
God for people who care for them.

Quick Step “Scamper and the Pile of Nuts” Story
Place nut in Scamper’s paws. SAY: Scamper, I see you are collecting
nuts for the winter. Scamper nods and whispers in your ear. Wow! Some
kids really care for you. Let’s tell the children what happened.
Scamper looked outside. Scamper looks around. The wind was starting
to blow, and it was getting colder. Scamper shivers. Scamper would have
to work hard if he was going to collect enough nuts to eat during the
winter. Scamper scurried down the tree trunk and began gathering nuts.
Scamper runs back and forth. Back and forth Scamper ran—finding nuts
and bringing them to the base of his tree. Scamper continues to run.
Scamper was getting tired. Huff, puff! Huff, puff! Open and close
Scamper’s paws, as though taking hard breaths. Just then some children
came to the backyard to play. They saw Scamper gathering nuts.
“Look at Scamper! He’s really working,” whispered a girl.
“When I have a hard job to do, my mother helps me. She cares for
me,” said another girl.
“Let’s help Scamper!” they said together. Then the children picked up
all the nuts they could find and laid them with the nuts Scamper had
collected. Scamper was glad the children cared for him. Scamper claps.
“Chit-chat,” said Scamper. That was his way of saying, “Thank you!”
ASK: Who cared for and helped Scamper?
 God uses people to care for us. Lead the children in thank-You
prayers. Name specific people who care for the children.

Caring People
SAY:  God uses people to care for us. Let’s name some people who
take care of us. Then we’ll pretend we are calling them on the phone.
Give each child a copy of today’s Heart Tugs. Talk about the caring people
pictured and allow children to trace the broken lines.
Have children sit in a circle. Pass a toy telephone around and have them
take turns calling parents, teachers, or other caregivers. Encourage them
to say, “Thank you for taking care of me.”
ASK: Who are you calling?
Who does God use to take care of you?
PRAY: Thank You, God, for the people who care for us. Thank You for
loving us every day. In Jesus’ name, amen.

 God uses people to care
for us.

Materials
Scamper puppet, nut
in shell

Expert Tip
To help your stories reach the
hearts and minds of young
children, fill your stories with
Sounds, Objects, Actions, and
Repetition. If you do, your
stories will SOAR!
—Steven James

Materials
Heart Tugs issue 12,
crayons, toy telephone

Especially for 2s!
Pretend you are calling a child. Allow her to answer. Ask the child who
helped her get dressed, fed her breakfast, and so on. PRAY: Thank You,
God, for each person who has helped my friend.

Saying Good-bye
As children wait for their parents, allow them to play with the materials
provided at your unit dress-up center. Be sure children have projects made
in class and a copy of this week’s Heart Tugs. Encourage parents to help
their children thank God for people who care for them.
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Cleanup
Tell the children that you
are Eli. Each of the children
can pretend to be Samuel.
Assign each Samuel a specific
cleanup task.

Samuel as a Boy, Lesson 12, Extra Hour

