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Dear Friends, 
          Always, we begin again. I’m not sure what ancient devotional “master” of the early church 
was first to say this, but it has been a constant refrain in Christian spirituality ever since.  
 

Whether in the devotional life, twelve step programs (a form of devotional of life), or the 
ordinary day-to-day existence of every human being, always, we begin again. We will begin again 
in the confidence that nothing can defeat us or separate us from God’s love. We will begin again 
with the assurance that we are already more than conquerors through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
loved us and gave himself up for us.  

 
To begin again is true of so many things which under these circumstances most of us are 

finding out, definitively. Trying to compare miseries serves no purpose. Yet there are some of us 
beginning again from scratch, leaving the rest of us near speechless at their loss. Most of us are 
suffering in varying degrees from the horrible to the inconvenient. And, thankfully, there are 
many of us whose personal property has been spared the ravages of Florence altogether. Yet, we 
are all in this together, and together we will help each other, our neighbors and our city.  

 
The Session has appointed Hollis Brannon and Carl Chapman to serve as co-coordinators 

for our church. If you want to help (and did not have opportunity this past Sunday), don’t wait for 
them to call you – YOU CALL THEM! They need people just like you to serve in varying capaci-
ties. 

 
Hollis Brannon hollis.brannon66@gmail.com (cell: 252-639-8282)  
Carl Chapman carlchapman@icloud.com (cell: 252-229-2040) 
 
They will lead us as we continue our work anew with our local non-profits and residents of 

the city, with religious agencies and non-profits outside Craven County who are already doing 
splendid crisis work (All Hands and Hearts, Team Rubicon, the Baptist Men Organization, Sa-
maritan’s Purse, Eight Days of Hope, and still others), with local and state governments, with 
New Hope Presbytery and Presbyterian congregations who 

Many waters cannot quench love, neither 
can floods drown it. 

 
Song of Solomon 8:7 
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We hear reports that the Bearon Von 
DeGraffenreid who resides at Union 
Point Park tried to run away from  
Hurricane Florence the night of  
September 13. (He was later picked up  
and returned to the Park) 

Broad Street 
under water. 
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 A tree fell on the 

Session House roof, 

but did not break 

through.  We are 

waiting  in line for its 

removal. 

 Boats were on land 

everywhere! 
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have been contacting us from as far away as Florida, Kansas and New Jersey who desire to help.  
 
They will also be working with agencies such as our national (PDA) Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance Program. Four of their national representatives in New Bern to serve as an assessment 
team, were present for a joint adult Sunday School Class held in the Session House on Sunday, Sep-
tember 23rd. They told us PDA will be here for 10 years. From the outset they will be helping all 
New Bernians of faith and no faith. This is the niche our denomination fills in disaster relief. It is 
their reputation that long after the disaster fades from the headlines, PDA will still be here. 

  
One of those reps, Gail Farnham, also spoke in worship, and all four met in our MC Confer-

ence Room on Tuesday the 25th along with the other New Bern Presbyterian Pastors, Sabrina 
Bengel, Alderman for our district, and John Robinson, former director of the PDA whose wife  
Helen is a church member and currently serves on our Outreach and Communication Commis-
sions. 

 
Hollis and Carl will also be helping to coordinate and determine how our members can help 

with families of the church, in all the neighborhoods where all of us are found. If you want to help, 
don’t wait for them to call you – YOU CALL THEM!  

 
The church has set aside its own disaster relief account for those who would like to give. 

Checks written to the church are to indicate on the notation line, “Hurricane Florence-Local Relief” 
Or, you and your friends far and wide who want to contribute money to the church can also go to: 

www.firstpresnb.org. In the horizontal listing click on “Give” and go from 
there.  
 
     Always, we begin again. 
      grace & peace, Bill 

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can  
floods drown it. 

 
Song of Solomon 8:7 
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 Presbyterian Men—by Jerry Elliott 

A new season for Presbyterian Men is in full swing. The first Monday evening 
of each month we meet at Hibachi Buffet at 6:00 PM.  In November, that will 
be Nov. 5th at 6PM. Our speaker will be Beth Cooper who will provide infor-
mation about the Merci Clinic of New Bern.  Meet us EVERY first Monday of 
the month evening at 6PM for well-versed speakers and a variety of topics.  We 
meet September thru May. 
December guest:  Eric Heden of the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
January guest: Matt Young, historian of the State of North Carolina. 
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We will have many stories to tell about Hurricane Florence, 

most containing details about high water, destruction, mold 

and mildew.  Every now and then something wonderful hap-

pened in the midst of all the tragedy. 

My husband and I own a rental house that was empty.  We 
had placed my mother’s grand piano, file cabinets, and vast 
amounts of papers, photos and artwork in the house and 
planned to move there this summer.  We got very busy and 
were unable to move—that’s the good part.  I had mailed out 
packets of photos and various items to my brothers and 
cousins at the end of September.  Hurricane Florence filled 
the house with 21” of river water and muck.  Everything on 
the floor and in the bottom 2 drawers of the file cabinets was 
ruined.  In pulling things out to throw away, I discovered a 
file of music and poetry that my mother and a friend had col-

laborated on.  It was all wet, and I hurried to lay them out so they could dry.  With them was a set of draw-
ings (pastels) that were also wet.  I was sure they were ruined, but as I pulled them apart the color stayed on 
the paper as though by magic.  They dried beautifully, and I hope to somehow finish the project.  Every time 
I look at them, I marvel at the richness of the colors and the crispness of the ink lines.  It makes me think 
that we often think of people as something that we can throw away, when there is something beautiful inside 
them that God created for his world.  In this time when all people of all walks of life have lost so much, it is 
our duty to help everyone…to find that good in them—God’s greatest gift. 

                  MUSIC NEWS     Pat K. Rowlett, Music Director 

The following is a digest of the Stated Meeting of the Session on September 25— 
(rescheduled due to Hurricane Florence) 
 
Worship attendance for August averaged 265 as compared with last August’s 
attendance of 266. August 2018 had only one service at 10am compared to 2 
services in 2017. 
 
It was reported there are 91 children currently enrolled and nine scholarships granted for the  
Preschool.  Due to water damage from Hurricane Florence, the children have been moved to the 
Ministry Center until repairs and remediation can be completed. 
 
The church sound system was also water damaged and will be repaired/replaced as deemed nec-
essary. 
 
Crop Walk was cancelled this year due to damage done to Union Point Park, which is the Walk’s 
main staging area. 
 
Hollis Brannon and Carl Chapman have been designated and approved by Session to be the storm 
coordinators .  They will serve as liaisons to agencies, denominations, nonprofits, etc for help that 
is needed.  The Care Commission will place calls to every member to determine their needs. 
 
All proceeds after September 30th collected for disaster relief will be kept local and used for our 
members and community. 
 



Page 6 First Edition 

 

                   Education  

Mary Bryan Hollister Class:  God’s Word and God’s People / Joan Leibert 
Begins at 9:40 a.m. in the Session House Parlor 

How to Spell Presbyterian with Your Eyes Closed – Bill Hawkins 
(Ministry Center Chapel) 
 
Encounters With Jesus: Studies in the Gospel of John – Rev. Maren Sonstegard-
Spray/ Session House Main Room 

Children & Youth Sunday 

School 

Preschool—Room MC 1.24 

God Loves Me -52 story books (Faith Alive Christian 
Resources) and The Children’s Illustrated Bible 
(Hastings) 
 

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade—Room MC 2.23 
Whirl (Sparkhouse) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3rd Grade - 5th Grade—Room MC 2.24 
Whirl (Sparkhouse) 
 
Middle & High School —Lighthouse 
Faith Questions (Congregational Ministries Publish-
ing— PC(USA)) 
 

Children’s Worship (for 10:55am service) 

Following the Children’s Moment at 10:55am service, children 2nd grade and younger may depart 
the Sanctuary for children’s worship.  Preschool and Kindergarten children will meet in Ministry 
Center room 1.26 with Ms. Kerri.  Children in 1st & 2nd grade will meet in Ministry Center room 
1.25 (chapel) with Mr. Daewon.  Children will learn more about the stories in the Bible.  Parents can 
pick up the children following the service in the respective room.   
We are always looking for adult volunteers to assist us during our time.  If interested, please speak 
to Daewon.     

Youth Group Christmas Wreath Fundraiser in October!   
 
Please consider getting a wreath for your home or send one as a gift to friends and 
family.  We will donate a portion of the funds raised to a local organization bringing 
light in our community.  The fund raised will also support our youth to attend 
summer conferences.   
The cost of each wreath is $30 if you are picking it up from Church, and 
$35 if you want it mailed elsewhere.  Please stop by the table in the courtyard after Sunday 
services on October 7, 14, 21, 28. You can also purchase one during the week by stopping by the 
Church Office receptionist desk from October 8-30.    For any questions, please contact Daewon.   
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YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE 

10/7 (5:30-7:30PM) -  Meet in the Session House for dinner and program. 

10/14 (3:45-6:15PM) - Combined Youth Group at Christ Episcopal.  Meet in the Session House at 

3:45pm. We’ll walk over to Christ Church for combined youth group and dinner.  Pick up at First Pres at 

6:15pm. 

10/21 (5:30-7:30PM) - Suicide Prevention Program 

Dinner at 5:30pm followed by Suicide prevention program led by youth leader Madison Crum. 

10/27 (SAT) - Busch Gardens Trip—All day trip to Busch gardens.  Email information will be sent to 

parents.  Sign up with Daewon 

10/28 (5:30-7:30PM) - Youth Council Lead  

Dinner at 5:30pm followed by activities led by youth council.  

S.A.L.T. (Serving And Learning Together)  

S.A.L.T. is a ministry for 3rd-5th grade children.  We meet once a month on Sunday evening for din-

ner, service project, games, and Bible story reflection.  It is a time for children to grow closer togeth-

er as well as practice loving our neighbor through service.  We encourage all 3rd-5th grade children 

to join us!  

Due to Hurricane Florence we had to delay our kick off meeting.   

S.A.L.T. will kick off on Sunday, October 21, 5:30-7:30pm in the Ministry Center Café.   

Future dates are 11/18/18, 12/9/18, 1/20/19, 2/7/19, 3/17/19, 4/28/19.  

We will be asking families to sign up to serve dinner once or twice during the year.  Dinner should be 

able to feed 15-20 people and be ready by 5:30pm in the Café.  Menu could be anything children like 

to eat such as sandwich, pizza, hotdog….  We will also ask the parent serving dinner to be a volunteer 

that evening to assist us throughout the evening with the planned activities.  Dinner sign up in online 

(https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=CEKF6073).  For any questions, please contact Daewon.     



 

400 New Street 
PO Box 1069 
New Bern, NC  28563 

Phone: 252.637.3270 
Fax: 252.637.4494 
E-mail: church@firstpresnb.org 
Website: firstpresnb.org 
 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  

The Worship Commission seeks a person to take over the duties of Flower Coordinator, a position long 
held by Nancy Chiles. The duties of the coordinator are outlined below and inquiries can be directed to Da-
vid Taylor. (252) 633-5957. 
 

• Arrange to have flowers in the Sanctuary for Sunday worship services, funeral receptions and  obtaining 
a rosebud for newborn members.  

• Place a calendar in the Church Office in January for members to volunteer to provide flowers for wor-
ship. 

• Arrange with the Church Office to send a letter to those volunteers to provide flowers. The letter will re-
mind them of the Sunday for which they have volunteered, include a request for a notice for the bulletin, 
and give some guidelines for flowers in the sanctuary. 

• The flowers provided for worship belong to the donor who may keep the flowers or arrange for them to 
be taken to the sick or shut-in. 

• Recruit a team of volunteers to do the Christmas decorating of the Sanctuary and grounds and to assist 
in the clean-up after Christmas. 


