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 Behind the forty-day preparation for Easter 
known as Lent (the word actually means “springtime”) is the image of the de-
sert. The Bible describes the forty-year sojourn of the Chosen People as 
preparation for entrance into the Promised Land. Elijah the prophet and later 
John the Baptist were both desert dwellers.  The Gospels all tell us that the 
Holy Spirit “drove” or “led Jesus into the wilderness” (some translators spec-
ify “wilderness” as “desert” which is the most likely form of “wilderness” the 
gospel authors had in mind).  

While on sabbatical in the winter of 2008, I spent the month of March 
in Abiquiu, New Mexico. There I split time at Ghost Ranch and across High-
way 64 at the Benedictine Christ in the Desert Monastery. The desert days 
were cool, but the sun shone fiercely bright gleaming off the cactus and rocks. 
It was perfect weather to strike out on the trails and enjoy rock climbing  
activities. What surprised this easterner was the immensity of the inky dark 
nights. Looking at the night sky didn’t require looking up; it seems like you 
are actually in its midst. Willa Cather was on the mark when she wrote that 
“(E)lsewhere the sky is the roof of the world; but here the earth is the floor of 
the sky” (Death Comes For the Archbishop). The darkness simply envelopes 
you and it begins at your toes.  
 It is understandable to me why mystics found sustenance in the  
desert. Here the senses are heightened in a new way. You see differently–and 
more. You hear differently –and more. Paradoxically, in seeing “less” and 
“hearing” less there is time for more of both. Over the centuries into these 
nowhere lands of wilderness and dry land, Christian ascetics have built for 
themselves hermitages, anchor holds, retreats, and the like. The 13th century 
Franciscan St. Bonaventure begins his Journey into the Mind of God describ-
ing himself as “the poor man of the desert.” Centuries later, Thomas Merton 
would conclude Seven Storey Mountain by borrowing that phrase for him-
self. 
 Far be it from me to suggest everyone needs to make a trip to the  
desert. I couldn’t agree more with one theologian who wrote, “My suspicions 
are aroused by advertisements for recycled dude ranches offering a 
‘contemplative experience’.”  Yet, I do think that desert experience can help 
us comprehend something important about Lent. The Bible tells us two 
things about the desert: it is dangerous (Mark’s Gospel says Jesus was sur-
rounded by “wild beasts”)…, and it is a place where we can “hear” the voice of 
God. Of course, the wilderness does not have to be a place; it can also be a 
time. Lent is a season when we are invited to a more austere way of living, 
and the purpose of this austerity is to make us more alert to the presence of 
God. 

The Wilderness and the Dry Land:  
A Reflection on the season of Lent 

Cont’d on page 2  
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 In the “desert” we wait and we listen. Lent is not a time for talking but a time for silence, a time to 
“(Be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).  The opening line in the rule of St. Benedict is: “Listen!” In 
our Lenten desert one good form of asceticism might be to do less texting and web surfing, to become less 
distracted and more attentive to what matters most. Lent can also be a time of doubling-down on some per-
sistent sin that you can no longer deny is out to destroy you.  
 The human heart can be a desert. In a time of his own spiritual dryness and desolation, the Jesuit 
poet Gerard Manley Hopkins cried out to God, “send my roots rain” (Thou Art Indeed Just).  And in his  
famous elegy for William Butler Yeats, W.H. Auden writes, “In the deserts of the heart/Let the healing  
fountain start.” At the center of the desert experience is the vivid sense of waiting to be healed. In the desert 
of Lent we yearn for the moment when the “Alleluia” will be sung and the long silence pierced by the good 
news: “Christ is Risen!” 
 Lent is also a time of interceding for those who live in a desert not of their choosing, those who have 
been deserted and forgotten. Lent ought to clear the distractions that keep us from seeing those who live in 
the real deserts of our day and whose destitution is beyond what we can imagine, whose despair beyond what 
we can feel and who like “the Son of Man, has nowhere to lay (their) head” (Luke 9:58). Lent is to be a time 
for ascetic practices that do more than simply deprive us of our usual pleasures. When the people cheered St. 
Augustine after preaching on almsgiving he cautioned them: “My (friends), these plaudits are no more than 
leaves of trees; what we are looking for is the fruit.” 
(Late Have I Loved Thee)          

grace & peace, Bill 

The Wilderness and the Dry Land:  
  A Reflection on the season of Lent   

          Cont’d from cover page 

    By Pat Kerr Rowlett 
        Director of Music  

 As many of you know, we had a wonderful 
Youth Sunday on February 5.  Cindy Sutton played 
the piano, and the Confirmation Choir sang and rang 
chimes.  Thanks so much for the beautiful music and 
the thoughtful sermons given by the seniors. 
 We’ve been really busy in the Music Depart-
ment, getting ready for Lent.  This year Ash Wednes-
day is very late—March 1st.  Thanks to Cindy Sutton 
for playing the piano, and Prudence Wing for playing 
the cello.  Thanks also to the Daybreak and Sanctuary 
Choirs for the lovely anthems they sang.  Of course, 
we thank every choir for their music every Sunday, 
but especially for the “extra” things. 
 Upcoming events include a “Faith in Song” 
Concert at Centenary United Methodist Church on 
Sunday afternoon, April 2nd at 3:00 pm.  This concert 
is to benefit Religious Community Services, and will 

feature many of the churches that founded RCS and 
support the organization now.  The concert is free, 
but we will be taking up an offering to support RCS. 
 The following evening, Monday, April 3 will 
be our annual Spring Ring.  It will follow our 5:30 
Fellowship Supper at 6:30 pm.  All of our bell choirs 
and children’s choirs will sing and ring, and the audi-
ence will also participate!  There’s always a surprise!  
Please join us—you won’t want to miss it! 
 
    Yours in Christ, 
 
    Pat K. Rowlett 
 
    Director of Music 



Average worship attendance for January averaged 326 compared with 352 for January of 2016; Sunday 
School attendance averaged 79. 
 

The Session approved the 2017 Budget of $ 1,046,624 which will be presented to the Congregation at the 
Called Meeting on February19. At this meeting the congregation will vote on changes of Terms of Call for 
both pastors and reduction of Session classes from eight to seven. 
 

The Care Commission is telephoning all our members in their annual “Congregational Contacts” program to 
check on the status of our church family.  
 

The Education Commission has announced dates for both Sacraments and Confirmation classes. First com-
munion for Sacraments Class will be April 9 and Confirmation on June 4. 
 

March First Wednesday Fellowship dinner will be on Shrove Tuesday, February 28, and will feature a pan-
cake supper. 
 

Those from our church serving the Presbytery of New Hope are — Whitney Bayer - Committee on Ministry  
ECU Campus Ministry 
Hal Vandersea - Committee on Ministry 
Bill Hawkins - Permanent Judicial Commission 
Jim Briley - Account for New Hope Presbytery 
Nancy Chiles - Sessional Records Committee 
Oscara Stevick is the new Treasurer of the Haiti Reforestation Partnership — the new name for our CODEP 
mission in Haiti. 
 

The 2016 Statistical Report to the General Assembly showed that our congregation lost 30 members —  
4 to transfer to other churches and 26 to death. With a gain of 22 members, our current active 
membership is 793.  
 

Lenten lunches and meditations will begin on March 7 at noon in the Session House. 

      Session Notes 
 The following is a digest of the Stated Session Meeting on February 14, 2017.  
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PILGRIMAGE OUTFITTERS 
“equipping pilgrims for the spiritual journey” 

By Rev. Lloyd Griffith 

Lenten Journey.  Lent is a season that leads us to refocus our attention toward Jerusalem, God’s inten-
tion for our lives in the midst of the discord and division in which we find ourselves.  You are invited to join 
the Centering Prayer Group as part of your effort to carve out a little more time from your busy schedule to 
consider the movement of Christ’s Spirit in your choices.  The Centering Prayer Group meets on Wednes-
days at noon in the Chapel.  We are exploring daily prayer as a way of developing a more devout, open life.  
 
How Christianity is Changing and Why.  This Sunday School Class will continue through the spring 
quarter.  We can’t deny, even though we wish we could, that our culture and church are undergoing a mas-
sive shift.  It sometimes feels overwhelming and scary to try to stay in step with God’s Spirit during this time 
of unprecedented change.  We are using Phyllis Tickle’s book, The Great Emergence, to discuss how we are 
being invited to expand our ideas of who God is, who we are and what is God’s mission for us in these times.  
The class meets on Sundays at 9:40 am.  Join this journey of healing and hope.   
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BICENTENNIAL NEWS  

      In celebration of the many talents of our congregation, artists and authors from First Presbyterian will be 
presenting books, woodwork, jewelry, fabric art, pottery and paintings for purchase as well as a silent and live 
auction.   Musicians from First Presbyterian will also be performing.  This event will be on Friday, March 31, 
2017 in the J. Murphy Smith Center from 5:30-8:00.    

Featuring artists, authors and musicians from First Presbyterian 

Church 

Artwork and books available for purchase 

All Are Welcome     *     Free Admission 

Purchases benefit the FPC Bicentennial Fund 

We accept cash, check and credit card 

   Music by Middle Street Moods and Seth Smith of Hot Buttered Grits 

 

 

 
 
 
Join us for an informative presentation on our church’s architecture, Sunday, March 19, 2017 at 2:00 

PM in the Sanctuary. Member, Charles Francis, AIA , will present background and specific information about 
the design of First Presbyterian Church, New Bern. His program is entitled, America: Building in the Wilder-
ness. This program is co-sponsored by the Rothermel Foundation.  Mr. Francis is an engaging speaker, and 
holds a Bachelors’ Degree from NC State University. Mr. Francis was awarded a Master of Architecture De-
gree from Clemson University. He is President of C R Francis / Architecture in New Bern. A reception will 
follow in the Session House. The community is cordially invited to attend.   

 

    Bicentennial Banners 
 
       The banners hanging in the Sanctuary were  
designed and handmade by Rev. Molly Spangler.  The 
banner with our Sanctuary is her representation of 
our bicentennial logo, while the banner with the cross 
is her interpretation of our bicentennial scripture, 
Isaiah 43:19 Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a 
way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.   The 
beautiful matching stands from which the banners 
hang were lovingly handcrafted by Jim and Phoebe 
Briley. 

Gifts From the Hands and Heart 

A New Architecture in the Wilderness 
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BICENTENNIAL NEWS  

 About forty church members and 
guests gathered in the Session House on Sat-
urday, January 28th for an informative pro-
gram about Cedar Grove Cemetery. Led by 
Cheryl Young, a member of the Earl of Craven 
Questers Chapter, the attendees learned about 
the history of the Cemetery. Of particular em-
phasis in the presentation were the lives of 
several Founders and early church members 
and Ministers. While those in attendance en-
joyed their “sack lunch”, Cheryl Young utilized 
a PowerPoint presentation to review the his-
tory of the Cemetery, sometimes called “New 
Bern’s outdoor museum.” 
 Kay Hawk acted as the gracious hostess 
for the event, providing beverages and dessert  
refreshments. Steve Mabie assisted Cheryl in 
the preparation of the presentation and in the 

“Vanna White” role of cueing the slides. Upon conclusion of the presentation the attendees pitched in to 
make the room ready for the piano recital that followed, and then headed for the Cemetery for a guided 
tour.  
 Convening at the “Weeping Arch” after the brisk walk to the Cemetery, Quester Cheryl took the par-
ticipants to several of the gravesites of those who were highlighted in the earlier program. The impact of be-
ing in the Cemetery and standing beside the gravesite of a person whose life served to make today’s church 
what it is, was felt by all. “Humbling” was the word used by one participant; “Challenging” was a word used 
by another.  
 Following the Cemetery Tour, individuals took their time in visiting other gravesites within the 
Cemetery. The clear, crisp winter afternoon invited a sense of awareness and reflection.  
 
 We are profoundly grateful to our instructor and guide, Cheryl Young, for her generous gifts of time 
and preparation in presenting this program. It was a wonderful afternoon! 

Cedar Grove “Lunch and Learn” Enjoyed by All  
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EDUCATION COMMISISON  

 Adult Education– Spring Quarter 2017 

Sunday Mornings 9:40 to 10:40 am 

  

SPRING QUARTER ADULT OFFERINGS 
 

Koinonia/ MC 2.21 / Teacher: Wendy Moeller 
 
Mary Bryan Hollister Class-God Loves Us/ SHP/ Teacher: Nancy Chiles 
 
Connections / MC 1.27 / Facilitators: Rev. Bayer & Seth Smith  
 
How Christianity is Changing and Why/MC 2.26/Griffith 

This Changed Everything: The Protestant Reformation 
MC 2.21 /Facilitators: Schlottman & Hawkins. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther 
tacked 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenberg church. Marking this year as the 500th anni-
versary of the beginning of the Reformation, join us to visit the places, people, and ideas of 
the movement that changed the church and the world. We will use videos to travel the 
"Luther Trail." Learn about Calvin, Luther, Zwingli and others, and explore the Reforma-
tion's big ideas. Background reading from the New Testament: Paul’s letter to the Church in 
Rome and the Church in Galatia. 

Fun & Informative Fall Sunday School Planned  
            by Stacey Griffith 

 The Adult Education committee is building a fall 2017 Sunday school class honoring the rich history 
of our church.  We hope to provide our attendees with a variety of insights into the growth of First Presbyte-
rian including vignettes and recollections that will amuse as well as edify.  To that end, please submit 

(email, written up notecard, phone call, etc.) to Stacey Griffith sgriff4930@yahoo.com any stories you 
might recall.  You will be given the opportunity to share these personally with the class or, if you prefer, 
have them shared for you.  Bill Hawkins already tantalized us recently with a recollection from the pulpit on 
a parishioner who counted ladies hats, or some such thing.  Bill, I'll hope you submit this one to us 
again!  Stories can be serious or funny.  I have one from the 1940's I hope to share.   

mailto:sgriff4930@yahoo.com
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Educational Opportunities for Children  

Preschool—Room MC 1.24 
God Loves Me -52 story books (Faith Alive Chris-
tian Resources) and The Children’s Illustrated 
Bible (Hastings) 
 

Kindergarten - 1st Grade—Room MC 2.23 
What’s In The Bible (Jellyfish One) 
 

2nd Grade - 5th Grade—Room MC 2.24 

What’s In The Bible (Jellyfish One)  
 
Middle & High School —Lighthouse 
Faith Questions & Presby Youth (Congregational 
Ministries Publishing— PC(USA)) 
 

Children’s Worship (for the 10:55am service) 

Following the Children’s Moment at the 10:55am service, children 2nd grade or younger may depart 
the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship.  Preschool and Kindergarten children will meet in Ministry 
Center room 1.26 with Ms. Kerri.  Children in 1st & 2nd grade will meet in Ministry Center room 1.25 
(Chapel) with Mr. Daewon.  In January 2017, Kindergarten group may move up to join the 1st & 2nd 
grade group.  We will be seeking adult volunteers to assist us throughout the year.   

 (Serving And Learning Together)   

3rd thru 5th graders 

March SALT meeting will be on the 19th, 5:30-7:30pm, in the Ministry Center.  We will have 
dinner followed by planned activities.  Friends are always welcome.  Our next meeting date is April 9. 

March Youth Group Schedule 

Mar. 5, 5:30-7:30pm —  Prayer Stations 
Meet in the Session House for dinner followed by prayer 
stations 
 
Mar. 12, 5:30-7:30pm — Game Night 
Meet in the Session House for dinner followed by games 
 
Mar. 19, 5:30-7:30pm — RBD 
Meet in the Session House for dinner followed by Rela-
tionship Building Discussions & Activities 
 
Mar. 26, 5:30-7:30pm — Planned Program 
Meet in the Session House for dinner followed by planned 

activity 
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2017 Youth Sunday Senior Sermons  

  

Scripture Lessons: John 1:29-34, Luke 6:27-36  

Theme: Sharing the Power of Love  

 

Jane Ellen Blackerby 

2017 Youth Group Key DATES 

Parents, please make a note of the following key 
events being planned for 2017 for our youth!  There 
are trips with the necessary number to be met in or-

der for us to attend.  
  

   
 Sign up by early March with $100 Deposit— 6/20-6/25 Youth Mission Trip to Washington 

D.C.— We are heading back to The Pilgrimage for our summer mission trip to serve in organizations that 
work with low income families and individuals experiencing homelessness.  There are 15 spots available. 

 
 Sign up by 3/5!  — 6/27-6/30 Massanetta Middle School Conference: Fun middle school confer-

ence for those who have completed 6-8th grade.  We will attend if we have at least 3 youth.   
 
 Sign up by 3/12 — 7/9-7/15 Montreat High School Conference—A week long conference for high 

school youth.  It’s an amazing conference attended by thousands of youth each summer.  We will attend if 
we have at least 4 youth.    

2017 Youth Sunday 

 

On Sunday, February 5, our youth led the congregation in worship with our seniors giving their sermons.  The 
two scripture lessons were John 1:29:34 and Luke 6:27-36 with the theme “Share the Power of Love.”  Each 
senior focused on one particular scripture and reflected on what it meant to her/him as she/he wrote.  Each 
person shared a personal story of person or persons who were influential in her/his life as well as the events 
which shaped her/his faith life.  The seniors work hard during the month of January to prepare the sermon 
and a written copy can be found in the next pages of the newsletter.  When you see our seniors, please thank 
them for blessing us with wonderful messages.   
 
          Grace & Peace, Daewon  

 

2017 Seniors 
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2017 Youth Sunday Senior Sermons  

Scripture Lessons: John 1:29-34, Luke 6:27-36   *  Theme: Sharing the Power of Love  

Jane Ellen Blackerby 

 My name is Jane Ellen Blackerby and I am currently a senior at the Epiphany School of Global Studies. 
I have been in attendance since the fifth grade, almost nine years. Throughout that time we have experienced 
many changes: new teachers, principals, a new campus, but through all of the alterations I will never forget 
the one thing that continues to remain constant: our motto. “Love God and Your Neighbor as Yourself,” the 
Greatest Commandment, the Golden Rule, is on display every single day as a giant banner looming over our 
heads. At first it was just a bunch of words hanging on some wall that always kept me from going to class, but 
now it means so much more. I have always been taught to treat others as I would like to be treated. I wouldn’t 
want someone talking about me behind my back or being rude, so why should I do it to people around me? I 
always thought that I would be considered “cool” if I made someone feel upset, but that banner up in my 
school that I see everyday taught me the opposite. From going to Epiphany I have learned that we are all one 
big family; that’s not just our Epiphany family, but everyone outside as well. Why would you be mean to your 
family?  
 At Epiphany, we like to put our lessons into action. I did this by traveling abroad to Guatemala fresh-
man year. It was crazy to see how differently people were living. They all have families, loved ones, and aspira-
tions, but yet we’re different. The citizens were living under cardboard roofs, sleeping on rocks, and eating 
whatever they could find. We climbed a mountain with local coffee farmers, who had families of their own, 
and helped harvest coffee. It was astounding to see the conditions these people were in, but no one ever com-
plained. They always had the brightest smiles on their faces, they were so thankful, they seemed happier than 
any of us really are with all that we have. Going to Guatemala I kept the Golden Rule in the back of my mind, I 
would want someone to be nice to be when they’re coming into my home, they’d need to be respectful. We 
gave as much as we could, and though they had nothing to give back, physically, what they had was greater: 
their love. They treated us the way we should treat everyone. 
 After traveling to a new place I started to understand what that rule truly meant, I then began to con-
tribute it to a saying my grandmother would always tell me. GG, as we called her, told us to “kill ‘em with 
kindness, even if it hurts you.” She had been telling me that for years but that wasn’t what I wanted to hear, it 
didn’t make any sense. However as I grew up and matured, I realized that it is the best advice to give anyone. 
She died my freshman year of high school, when I really started to understand the meaning behind every-
thing, but I always have her voice in the back of my head. If someone is ugly to me, I just have to kill ‘em with 
kindness even if it hurts; fighting back won’t help the situation, no matter how much I want to. In six months I 
will be leaving what is familiar to me and trading it in for a dorm room and 8 AM classes. Though I don’t 
know where just yet, I do know that these rules will be with me wherever I end up. They’ve gotten me this far 
and I can’t wait to see where they’ll take me next.  
 

William Cleve 

 Good morning, my name is will Cleve, and I have been part of this church since the day I was born. I 
have watched many other seniors stand up here in my place and share their sermons, and now the time has 
come for me to do the same. When I look into the audience, I see the faces of family, friends, youth leaders, 
ministers, and other congregants  who have shaped my faith along the way. As a child, I was brought to Sun-
day school and church by my parents, as a part of our family activities. It was a normal routine for my family. 
Looking back, I now realize that I was unable to grasp the real meaning of what I was learning at that age. For 
example, upon asking my father where the tree in our yard came from, he replied that he had planted it with  

Jesus. I did not understand what he had meant, and assumed Jesus was a person who lived nearby. 
Now that I am older, the scriptures have taken on a whole new meaning and importance in my life.  

In John 30, it reads “but he is greater than I am, because he existed before I was born.” Much like the 
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For example, while on the mission trip we made bagged lunches and distributed them in multiple ar-
eas known for having a higher homeless population. Seeing the looks of gratitude and thankfulness on the 
faces of the people was amazing, and I felt grateful to be able to serve others. Another experience was when 
we woke up early in the morning to serve at Charlie's place, a soup kitchen that served breakfast and pro-
vided clothing.  After serving food, I left my comfort zone to go and talk to one of the homeless men.  
Through conversation I got to know him a little more and I asked if I could pray together with him.  We 
prayed and I felt more connected to this man and felt great to see how God brought us together at that time 
despite how different our lives were. My faith life was strengthened through my experience and I look for-
ward to continuing in my faith journey this fall as I attend college in knowing the need to share my faith by 
acts of love and kindness.   Thank you. 
 
Molly Crum 
 
 My name is Molly Crum and I attend the Epiphany School in New Bern. Going to a private school that 
is based on Christian values you would think my faith in God would be unbreakable, however that was not 
always the case. From a young age church was the only place where dressing up, sitting still and being quiet 
were required. Although they were simple tasks and I had to obey them for just an hour it was what made me 
feel distant from worship. At first I was never interested in God but I knew my family was, so I would sit in 
church playing thumb war and tic-tac-toe with my dad until my mom would catch us. I didn't pay much at-
tention to the sermon, instead I focused on the Dunkin Donuts we were going to get once church was over.  
 This past Summer, I experienced something that sparked my interest about faith and worship. I par-
ticipated in the Leader-In-Training program at Camp Don Lee. There we worshiped God by screaming, danc-
ing and singing at the top of our lungs. The first couple of days, I felt secluded from everyone, I felt isolated 
in prayer, and I just felt out of place. I was the only one in the program who only attended the camp once 
while everyone else in the program had been attending every summer since they were kids. Although they 
didn't know my name they came to me with open arms and treated me like family. I became comfortable 
with everyone quickly and I wasn’t afraid to speak up in discussions and prayers.  
 Through my new summer experience, I was finally interested in prayer and intrigued by Christianity. 
My perception of worship was altered because of the new styles of worship I had been introduced to. If the 
other youth in the program had not been so kind to me and welcoming from the very beginning my entire 
experience would have been different and I would have been back to twiddling my thumbs during sermons. 
The experience I had at camp relates a lot to Luke 6:31 which says, “Do to others as you would have them do 
to you.” The youth I was with taught me to treat everyone with respect because you don't always know how 
big of an impact your words or actions can make on someone. I realized the way they treated me was the way 
they were treated by other campers and counselors. This is the way I strive to treat others.  
 During the program, we were given a chance to be counselors to younger campers. just as I was 
treated by my counselors and peers, I taught the younger ones to treat others as they wanted to be treated. 
We also had a chance to plan and lead worship on the night of our graduation from Leaders-In-Training pro-
gram and through it all, I learned the variety of ways there are to worship God and that’s what made it so en-
joyable. In our worship we prayed as a community, gave testimonies and taught the campers and counselors 
how important our words and actions are to everyone we cross paths with. The lessons I learned from this 
experience are things I want to carry as I venture on to college. I want to leave you with these words - Treat 
everyone with respect because you don’t always know how big of an impact your words or actions can make 
on someone. Thank you. 
 
Madelyn Gatchel 
 

Good morning! My name is Madelyn Gatchel and I am a current senior at New Bern High School. To-
day I would like to briefly share my faith journey and how my faith has grown over the last eighteen years. 

As many of you know, I have grown up in this church, and I consider the congregation to be a part of 
my extended family. I am especially thankful for those who served as influential mentors, and have encour-
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aged me to grow in my faith. That being said, the person who has probably influenced me the most is my 
mother. As a young fourth grader, she moved to New Bern when her father became the minister of this 
church. Throughout my life, she has told me countless stories of her church experiences and how they influ-
enced her. I would hear funny and interesting stories about youth group, like the intense “marshmallow 
wars,” and I would hear about how much she learned during summer trips such as Montreat. Furthermore, 
she would tell me how Ms. Pat helped facilitate her love for music and worship. For as long as I can remem-
ber I have looked up to my mother and have wanted to be like her because I observed how strong her faith 
was, and I wanted that for me too. As a result, much of my faith story is similar to hers in terms of our experi-
ences which have included youth group, choir, Camp Albemarle, and summer trips.    

Luke 6:31 tells us to “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” Early in my life, my mother 
taught me to love all people because we are all God’s children. At the time, I knew I needed to respect other 
people, but I didn’t fully understand what it meant to love all people. As I matured, I realized that the pas-
sage as a whole tells us much more. It tells us to be active in showing our love for others, in addition to being 
courteous and respectful. I recognized that this also applied to my faith--instead of having a passive faith and 
just “going through the motions,” I needed to have a more “active” faith for it to grow as I did. It was at this 
point that I realized that while my mom and I shared many similar experiences in our childhood, in order for 
me to have a strong faith like my mother, I needed to learn what it meant to have an “active” faith and ac-
tively show my love for others. 

A few summers ago, I attended the Massanetta Springs youth conference, and participated in a work-
shop on love languages. At the end of the workshop, we were all given a “love language test,” in order to iden-
tify our love language of the five different types: words of affirmation, acts of service, receiving gifts, quality 
time, and physical touch. Prior to taking this test, I will admit that I thought showing love meant giving gifts 
and lots of hugs. Boy was I wrong. I learned that my love language is actually acts of service, which I have 
learned to embrace both in the church and outside of it. For example, the next summer I began to volunteer 
at the hospital, and shortly thereafter joined a service club at my high school called Interact. I also realized 
that I had been showing my love for others through acts of service all along through my participation in 
choir. Ms. Pat not only taught us God’s word, but showed us that we were able to serve others by singing and 
sharing our God-given gifts in church. Identifying my love language allowed me to have a more “active” faith 
and laid a strong foundation for me to move forward in my faith journey in the future. 

    In conclusion, I would like to thank each and every one of you for helping me on my faith journey 
thus far. I am pleased to say that I will be following in my parents’ footsteps and will be attending Davidson 
College in the fall. As I enter this new chapter of my life, I look forward to seeing where my faith journey 
takes me. Thank you. 

 
Brandon Goodwin 
 
 Hi, my name is Brandon Goodwin. I’ve been attending First Presbyterian Church all my life.  I want 
to take a moment and reread one verse that stood out to me from second lesson—Luke 6:31 - "Do to others as 
you would have them do to you", as some would say the golden rule. This verse plays a role in everyone’s life. 
It’s what we live up to and strive to be like. I know growing up my parents wanted me to follow that example. 
It’s not just mine but almost all parents growing up usually want their child to treat others in this manner. 
Having a twin brother, I know it was very hard following the golden rule. We would fight and argue all the 
time and as many times we argued, we got in trouble that many times. Each time we got in trouble, our par-
ents would say, "Is that how you want to be treated?" Their words didn't mean much until our youngest 
brother Spencer became 6 years old. As he now copies everything I do, I behave differently because I'm the 
one who gets talked to when he does something wrong and I also want to set a good example for him. 
 Last summer I went to Purdue University to take part in Triennium Presbyterian Youth Conference 
that happens every three years. When I first signed up I was excited because I thought the trip had to have 
some meaning to it for it to only happen once every three years.  However, the closer it came time for the 
trip, I began to not want to go. I thought to myself, "Is this going to be seven days of straight worship and 
where I would not know anyone?" I went though, because my parents already paid for it and I didn’t have a 
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choice. But, the trip was completely opposite of what I thought it was going to be. My initial thought of me 
being on my phone the entire time was not the case during our 15-hour bus ride on the first night. Instead, I 
not only talked to everyone on the trip at least once, but I spent hours and hours talking to a small group of 
people who I became very close to. That trip changed the way I viewed people. 
 As I treated everyone by following the Golden Rule, everyone else treated me with respect and 
sincerity and it led me to form great friendships to many of the youth on the trip. 
The worship experience was very different than my initial thought. We gathered and 
worshiped with 5,000 other people in an auditorium. We had fun with energizers and there were 
great preachers who made us laugh and be committed to "Doing" God's work as disciples. The 
last night worship was held on the lawn and not only did we jumped and shouted as we 
worshiped, we also lit candles that reminded us to be the light in the world. The words that Jesus 
shared, "Do to others as you would have them do to you," are the words my parents taught me to 
follow, the church taught me to follow, and my Triennium experience taught me to follow. 
Thank  you. 
 
Logan Goodwin 
 

My name is Logan Goodwin. I feel that God has been in my life since the minute I was born at 28 weeks 
and weighing in at 2 pounds 9 ounces, and being a twin. Although we were born premature and had to spend 
a few months in the hospital, through many prayers and the love of my family we made it.  

As we consider the teaching of Jesus in Luke 6, he teaches us to avoid selfish ambitions and to act hum-
bly, considering others more than ourselves. Love gives us strength and sheds light on the darkness of this 
world and it helps us face each difficult challenge. It helps us to have wisdom to seek the good against the 
evil, the right against the wrong and find pleasure in doing that which is right, true and good.    

The person who has shown such love is my dad.  My dad is my champion because he has always been 
there for me. For all the times I messed up in my life, he has been there to help me start back over.  In 2013, 
when I started getting depressed he was there for me.  He helped me through a lot of it, but when it started to 
get worse, he sought out help by taking me to a facility in Reno.  There I received help dealing with my  
depression.  While I was there, my dad talked to me every night and was the one who showed his uncondi-
tional love.  

Last spring, I spent some time volunteering at an extended care facility. One day, when I got there in 
the afternoon, I saw a man sitting by himself playing cards.  One of the caregivers asked me if I could sit with 
him and play cards.  I sat with him but the whole time we played he didn't speak a word.  The next time I vol-
unteered, the same caregiver asked if I could walk with him.  He and I walked around the facility and also 
walked outside.  As we walked, he spoke a few words.  At other times when I volunteered, I helped with bingo 
and got to know others.  I learned about how kind and respectful the caregivers were to each resident.  I feel 
that God used me to shed my light and share my love over the time I volunteered.  I hope that I can continue 
to share my love with others. Thank you. 
 

Tham Rolan 
 My name is Tham.  When my family first came to America 9 years ago, we didn't speak any English.  
There were sponsors from this church who looked out for my family and helped us from the very beginning.  
The people who helped us the most are Ed and Carole Doty and Bettye Bryant.  They helped my family from 
the beginning from getting food from the grocery store, to getting a car, to eventually getting a house.  They 
and other people helped us from the first day we came to America and they look out for us even today. 
 To get me, my brother, and my sister to attend school, they took us to the social security office and to 
the doctor's office to make sure everything was in order.  They also went shopping with us to make sure we 
had all the supplies we needed for school.  Ms. Bettye continues to look out for my brother and sister as she 
shops for clothes and things to help them get ready for camp in the summer.  From Mr. Ed, Ms. Carole, and 
Ms. Bettye and other people at church, I learn what Luke chapter 6 verse 31 means - "Do to others as you 
would have them do to you."    (Continued on top of next page) 
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 One of my favorite things to do is play soccer.  I now have been playing soccer for New Bern High 
School team for three years.  My first year was very difficult as I had to learn about different positions and 
rules.  There were many boys who were much better than I was.  I had hard time but there were seniors who 
looked out for me in my first year of playing.  "Do to others as you would have them do to you."  They helped 
me in my first year of playing and now that I am better and am a senior, I look out for those who are strug-
gling in their first year and I helped them like seniors who helped me in my first year.  I am thankful to many 
people at church who helped me and my family from the day we came to America.   

 

FELLOWSHIP COMMISSION  

 Join us the first Tuesday of each month at 6 pm at Hibachi Buffet, (next to Gold’s Gym) on McCarthy 
Blvd. in New Bern.  If you enjoy good food, fellowship, and interesting pres-
entations, come join us.  It’s a low $12 per person!  This month on March 7 
hear Jeff Bockert who will discuss the Civil War Battle of Kinston.   
     Mark your calendars now to attend this monthly event April 4th and May 
2nd before we break for the summer.  You can show your support for Pres-
byterian Men and our speakers by doing so.  Suggestions for future speak-
ers are always welcome.  Contact Jerry Elliott @  633-2537 with your sug-
gestions.                     

Presbyterian Men  by Jerry Elliott 

 

    Ahhh … the smell of the ocean! 

 

 

Come join us at beautiful Camp Albemarle on Bogue Sound where 
memories are made, friendships are strengthened, and Christian 
heritage is celebrated! 
  
Our annual Church Family Camp will be held May 5 and 6, 2017.   
Spend the night or join us on Saturday for our seafood extrava-
ganza! Camp is for all ages with activities including porch sitting, 
reading, visiting with friends, tree climbing, softball, Gaga ball, chil-
dren’s games, and more.  Look for registration forms beginning mid 
March.  Hope to see you there!  
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On Friday March 10th we will be going 
to Historic Edenton and taking both a 
trolley tour and a walking tour of their 
Historic Downtown. 

The guided walking tour includes the 
1767 Chowan County Courthouse, Cu-
pola House and the Iredell House and 
it departs from the Historic Edenton 
State Historic Site Visitor Center lo-
cated at 108 N. Broad Street. 

Cost of the walking tour is $5.00 per 
person. 

The trolley tour leaves from the Pene-
lope Barker House Welcome Center at 
505 S. Broad Street.  Cost of the trol-
ley tour is $10.00 per person.   

Please bring cash as one of the loca-
tions does not accept credit cards. 

We will leave the parking lot at 8:30 
AM and return mid-afternoon after 
lunch at one of the local restaurants. 

FELLOWSHIP COMMISSION  

Another Montagnard Obtains  
U.S. Citizenship 

On January 27th, Marich Siu  
received his citizenship during a 
ceremony in Raleigh.  Several First 
Presbyterian friends were in atten-
dance to see his smiling face as he 
displays his certificate. 
 
Marich has been a regular member 
of our ESL Training Class held on 
Monday nights and Saturday morn-
ings for those persons wishing to  
enrich their understanding of  
English.   
 
We are so proud of him! 

CARE COMMISSION  
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 Several years ago I received a letter that would forever change my relationship with 
First Presbyterian Church. The letter was asking to place my name in nomination for Elder.  
While I’ve filled leadership roles both professionally and socially, a leadership position in the 
church struck a fearful chord.  Who am I to provide leadership in a faith community?  Would 
others judge me and find my Christianity wanting?  But I knew immediately that I would say 
“yes.”  You see this letter was, in fact, the answer to my prayers for a path to being more  
active in my faith.   And while the letter from the Nominating Committee mentioned 
“leadership,” as I prayed about the request the word continually given to me was “service” 
which was something I knew I could provide. 
 
 Our Elders (collectively known as the Session) are given a period of training for familiarity with our 
Presbyterian governing principles and statements of faith.  Each Elder is then assigned to a Commission 
which, hopefully, match interests and abilities (assignments are listed on the back of each Sunday’s service 
bulletin).   
 
 FPC functions through the activity of our seven Commissions. This is where Elder service becomes 
fun and interesting (and, yes, challenging).  You become part of a team, with experience to guide you and 
new ideas to excite you.  The Elders lead and coordinate congregational Time & Talent volunteers (return 
your T & T form each year as new lists of volunteers are compiled annually).  It is in the sub-committees of 
these Commissions that much work for our church is accomplished:   

Administration—preserving, maintaining and improving property and people, 
Care-tending to the needs of our church family,  
Communications—developing and implementing communications,  
Education—overseeing, developing and implementing our varied programs for all ages,  
Fellowship—providing hospitality and welcome, 
Outreach—caring for our neighbors locally, nationally and globally, and 
Worship—providing a range of opportunities and experiences. 

 
 Recently, I completed my first three-year term of service as a “sitting” (actively on the Session) Elder.  
I found the rewards far greater than the demands:  opportunities for growth and blessings abounding.  I have 

felt challenged to be more seeking, more introspective about my faith, my motivations.  I have been encour-
aged and supported by others in countless ways.  I have realized the importance of service--to the church, to 

the faith community and to my own sense of purpose.  Perhaps most importantly, I have embraced that we 
are all on this journey together, doing our best to help our fellow man, surrendering our lives to God’s pur-
poses and serving as God’s witness in our community.  May we have eyes opened to recognize our purpose, 

today and each day, in every circumstance, ever aware that our purpose is God’s glory. 

Words from the Heart 
      By Patti Fleming 

CARE COMMISSION 
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 On February 25th, several members of First Presbyterian Church gathered with other churches and 
volunteers to complete the Backpack Blessings build for the second semester. With the help of so many dedi-
cated volunteers, both young and old, the build was an overwhelming success. Close to 33,000 food bags 
were packed for local schools! After the build, 11 bins were loaded up and delivered to Bangert Elementary 
School. A huge thanks is owed to all of those who participated. If you’d like to join us for the next build, keep 
your eyes out for upcoming announcements or contact Sarah Moeller (scmoeller01@gamil.com) or Stacey 
Griffith (sgriff4930@yahoo.com). 

 We are also excited to report that our youth program participated in the first ever Backpack Blessings 
Youth Build on Friday February, 24th. It was an overwhelming success with over 350 youth present! This 
number of volunteers propelled the build to finish in under an hour and a half with 3,000 bags packed. A big 
shout out to Sarah Rose Span for representing First Pres as well as the Hinkley Clan. A big thank you to the 
chaperones, Middleton Hinkley and Janet Bryan. We are hoping to continue this youth build in the future! 

Backpack Blessings Build 
By Sarah Moeller 

OUTREACH COMMISSION  

mailto:scmoeller01@gamil.com
mailto:sgriff4930@yahoo.com
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 For the benefit of our newcomers, MERCI Clinic provides free health care services to adults with lim-
ited income and without medical or dental insurance. We provide ongoing primary care to help patients 
manage their chronic diseases, women’s health, orthopedics, behavioral health, diabetes education and 
much more. This care helps keep our patients from going to the emergency room and helps them maintain 
their jobs. 
 We currently have a new executive director, Beth Cooper who joined the staff in January. We have 
several pressing needs which we are hoping to secure in the near future. Currently we are looking to raise a 
minimum of $65,600 which will enable us to begin accepting new patients again. The average cost for each 
patient is approximately $656 per year. This would enable us to accept 100 new patients by meeting this 
goal. Donations can be made directly online. 
 We are in need of responsible volunteers for the following positions: pharmacists, doctors, nurses, 
lab techs, translators, persons to answer phones & manage the front desk, and folks to help with scanning & 
data entry. 
 We are also in need of the following office supplies: copy paper, post it notes, telephone message 
pads, toilet paper, paper towels & mailing labels. 
 For those interested in volunteering, you can go online to fill out an application form at merci-
clinic.org.  Supplies may be brought to our clinic located at 1315 Tatum Dr in New Bern. We cannot accept 
any medication due to regulations for safety. For any questions you may call MERCI at 252-633-1599 or Ne-
vada Brannon at 252-631-3010. 

OUTREACH COMMISSION  

Merci Clinic Update 
By Nevada Brannon 

Community “Eye on the Arts”  

First Pres Member, Ben Watford is featured 

in New Bern Now The Ledger, January—

March, 2017 issue.  This issue features New 

Bern Artists and area displays as well as a 

Calendar of Events.  You may obtain more 

information on this publication and the 

online information contained within by      

going to:  

  NewBernNow.com 
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RETIREMENT CENTERS 
 
McCARTHY COURT   
(637-7133) 
1321 McCarthy Blvd. 
Carol Burgess, Apt. 216 
Louise Johnson, Apt. 218 
Flo Jones, Apt. 303 
Pat Zeleniak, Apt. 103 
 
McCARTHY COURT II 
1325 McCarthy Blvd. 
Donna Fleck, Apt. 16 
Edna Harkins, Apt. 34 
Jean Hoffman, Apt. 39 
Ruth Tyler, Apt. 33 

 
ASSISTED LIVING  

FACILITIES 
 

BAYVIEW (638-1818) 
3003 Kensington Park Dr. 
Ann “Nancy” Howard (Phoebe  
Moeller’s mother) 
Lois Webb, Rm. 21 
 
COURTYARDS at BERNE  
VILLAGE (633-1779) 
2701 Amhurst Blvd. 28562 
Barbara Bell, Rm. 202 
 

NURSING FACILITIES 
 
BROOKDALE (638-6660) 
1336 S. Glenburnie Rd. 
28562 
Sarah Sibley (mother of Nancy) 
 
CROATAN VILLAGE 
4522 Old Cherry Pt. Rd. 
28560 
Jane Ann Blackerby Rm. 203 
Andy Davies,  Rm. 409 
 

HOMEPLACE (637-7133) 
1309 McCarthy  Blvd. 
Jean Krumm  Rm. 114 
Edna Watjen 
 
 
RIVERPOINT CREST  
(637-4730) 
2600 Old Cherry Point Rd. 
28560 
Frances Henderson 
Ray Henderson 
Joan Morra 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

OUR KNOWN ILL,  
HOSPITALIZED AND/OR 
RECENTLY RELEASED 
 

Barbara Abey 
Laurie Adams 
Janet Benrey 
Alice Eddinger 
Dick Fontaine 
Mary Fuller (Duane’s wife) 

Linda Jones (Gayle Hardy’s mom) 

Mary Monte 
Joan Morra 
Keith Silver 
Sherry Springer 
Dean Thompson 
Ellen Watson 
Maggie Wright 
 

SYMPATHY 
 

-Sympathy of the congregation 
is extended to Seth Smith on the 
Feb. 6th death of his mother, 
Janice Smith of Lenoir, NC. 
 
-Sympathy of the congregation 
is extended to Ray and Frances 
Henderson on the  Feb. 19th 
death of their daughter, Susan. 
 
-Sympathy of the congregation 
is extended to the family of 
Dorothy (“Dot”) Muldowney on 
her death February 24th. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
-to Tommy Hall and Vance 
Harper Jones on their birthdays 
March 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joys and Concerns 



First Edition 

Wednesday, March 1 
Morning: Pss. 5; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 27; 51  
Jonah 3:1–4:11; Heb. 12:1–14 
Luke 18:9–14 
Thursday, March 2 
Morning: Pss. 27; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 102; Deut. 7:6–
11; Titus 1:1–16; John 1:29–34 
Friday, March 3 
Morning: Pss. 22; 148 
Evening: Pss. 105; 130 
Deut. 7:12–16; Titus 2:1–15 
John 1:35–42 
Saturday, March 4 
Morning: Pss. 43; 149 
Evening: Pss. 31; 143 
Deut. 7:17–26; Titus 3:1–15 
John 1:43–51 
Sunday, March 5 
Morning: Pss. 84; 150 
Evening: Pss. 42; 32 
Jer. 9:23–24; 1 Cor. 1:18–31 
Mark 2:18–22 
Monday, March 6 
Morning: Pss. 119:73–80; 145 
Evening: Pss. 121; 6; Deut. 8:1–20; 
Heb. 2:11–18; John 2:1–12 
Tuesday, March 7 
Morning: Pss. 34; 146 
Evening: Pss. 25; 91 
Deut. 9:(1–3) 4–12; Heb. 3:1–11 
John 2:13–22 
Wednesday, March 8 
Morning: Pss. 5; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 27; 51 
Deut. 9:13–21; Heb. 3:12–19 
John 2:23–3:15 
Thursday, March 9 
Morning: Pss. 27; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 102 
Deut. 9:23–10:5; Heb. 4:1–10 
John 3:16–21 
Friday, March 10 
Morning: Pss. 22; 148 
Evening: Pss. 105; 130 
Deut. 10:12–22; Heb. 4:11–16 
John 3:22–36 
Saturday, March 11 
Morning: Pss. 43; 149 

Evening: Pss. 31; 143 
Deut. 11:18–28 
Heb. 5:1–10; John 4:1–26 
Sunday, March 12 
Morning: Pss. 84; 150 
Evening: Pss. 42; 32 
Jer. 1:1–10; 1 Cor. 3:11–23 
Mark 3:31–4:9 
Monday, March 13 
Morning: Pss. 119:73–80; 145 
Evening: Pss. 121; 6; Jer. 1:11–19; 
Rom. 1:1–15; John 4:27–42 
Tuesday, March 14 
Morning: Pss. 34; 146 
Evening: Pss. 25; 91;  
Jer. 2:1–13, 29–32 
Rom. 1:16–25; John 4:43–54 
Wednesday, March 15 
Morning: Pss. 5; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 27; 51 
Jer. 3:6–18; Rom. 1:(26–27) 28–
2:11; John 5:1–18 
Thursday, March 16 
Morning: Pss. 27; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 102 
Jer. 4:9–10, 19–28; Rom. 2:12–24 
John 5:19–29 
Friday, March 17 
Morning: Pss. 22; 148 
Evening: Pss. 105; 130 
Jer. 5:1–9; Rom. 2:25–3:18 
John 5:30–47 
Saturday, March 18 
Morning: Pss. 43; 149 
Evening: Pss. 31; 143 
Jer. 5:20–31; Rom. 3:19–31 
John 7:1–13 
Sunday, March 19 
Morning: Pss. 84; 150 
Evening: Pss. 42; 32 
Jer. 6:9–15; 1 Cor. 6:12–20 
Mark 5:1–20 
Monday, March 20 
Morning: Pss. 119:73–80; 145 
Evening: Pss. 121; 6; Jer. 7:1–15 
Rom. 4:1–12; John 7:14–36 
Tuesday, March 21 
Morning: Pss. 34; 146 
Evening: Pss. 25; 91 
Jer. 7:21–34; Rom. 4:13–25 

John 7:37–52 
Wednesday, March 22 
Morning: Pss. 5; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 27; 51 
Jer. 8:4–7, 18–9:6 
Rom. 5:1–11; John 8:12–20 
Thursday, March 23 
Morning: Pss. 27; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 102 
Jer. 10:11–24; Rom. 5:12–21 
John 8:21–32 
Friday, March 24 
Morning: Pss. 22; 148 
Evening: Pss. 105; 130 
Jer. 11:1–8, 14–17; Rom. 6:1–11 
John 8:33–47 
Saturday, March 25 
Morning: Pss. 43; 149 
Evening: Pss. 31; 143 
Jer. 13:1–11; Rom. 6:12–23 
John 8:47–59 
Sunday, March 26 
Morning: Pss. 84; 150 
Evening: Pss. 42; 32 
Jer. 14:1–9 (10–16) 17–22 
Gal. 4:21–5:1; Mark 8:11–21 
Monday, March 27 
Morning: Pss. 119:73–80; 145 
Evening: Pss. 121; 6; Jer. 16:(1–9) 
10–21; Rom. 7:1–12; John 6:1–15 
Tuesday, March 28 
Morning: Pss. 34; 146 
Evening: Pss. 25; 91 
Jer. 17:19–27; Rom. 7:13–25 
John 6:16–27 
Wednesday, March 29 
Morning: Pss. 5; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 27; 51 
Jer. 18:1–11; Rom. 8:1–11 
John 6:27–40 
Thursday, March 30 
Morning: Pss. 27; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 102 
Jer. 22:13–23; Rom. 8:12–27 
John 6:41–51 
Friday, March 31 
Morning: Pss. 22; 148 
Evening: Pss. 105; 130 
Jer. 23:1–8; Rom. 8:28–39; John 
6:52–59 
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        Daily Lectionary for March, 2017    



 

400 New Street 
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