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Six years ago this January while holding our sweet newborn Ade-
line the phone rang.  We still had a home phone at that time and Daniel 
was the one to answer it on this occasion.  The person calling was Marge 
Avery and she asked to speak with me.  Daniel said, “Sure, let me go get 
her, she is busy with our newborn daughter.”  I don’t know what made 
Daniel share that bit of news with someone who at that time was a 
stranger to us but it was utterly perfect that he did.  When I answered the 
first thing Marge said was “Congratulations!”  She then went on to ask if 
I was still interested in the position for Associate Pastor at First Presby-
terian Church in New Bern.  I said that I was but immediately questioned 
if they were still interested in me, especially considering the news she’d 
just found out about our new baby.  She said that they were which truly 
surprised me.  I was surprised because I’d decided to leave my current 
position as a Youth Minister when Adeline was born.  Simply put I knew 
I would not be able to be the kind of mom I so desired to be while in such 
a demanding position.  I came to this realization about 4 or 5 months 
prior while pregnant on a mission trip for 8 days with 40 youth in Costa 
Rica.  I had various phone interviews with other churches prior to Ade-
line’s birth but the conversation always seemed to be cut short when I 
shared the news of her impending arrival.  Therefore I left my position in 
Salisbury with great concern for what the future might hold for us, that is 
until Marge’s phone call that fateful day.  A handful of weeks later as I 
came for an interview weekend, with Daniel and Adeline in tow at 2 
months old, I found a place and a people who not only welcomed my new 
journey into motherhood but who seemed to relish in it.  Adeline 
bounced around in her carrier from Persimmons to the Mattocks’ home 
to the Averys’ car as we toured New Bern to this sanctuary.  She was 
loved and welcomed at every turn… as people waited to take their turn 
eager to hold her, as she cooed and burped her way through Sunday 
morning worship and the Bradleys’ told us as we apologized for her 
noises that they loved nothing more than hearing baby noises in church 
and she was loved even as she wailed hungrily on our tour with the 
Averys’ when we got stuck by the draw bridge.  When we left New Bern 
that weekend there was no question in my mind that this was exactly 
where God was calling me and us to be. 

 

 The Psalmist writes, “You anoint my head with oil; my cup run-
neth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.” 
 

Today my cup overflows even as my heart hurts as I stand here  
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today now preaching my last sermon among you.  Where oh where has the time gone?  That little new-
born is now quickly approaching her 6th birthday and her brother who came along two years after our 
arrival is now 3 and a half. 

 
    It has been a flurry of joy and grace and love at every turn and it is dizzying to me as I attempt 

to look back over all our years here and all the memories we have made.  I am grateful beyond what I 
feel capable of expressing.  What I said in the email you received last Sunday announcing our news of a 
new call to another congregation holds especially true, “To say that you will hold a special place in our 
hearts does not adequately convey the depth of affection that we feel.”  I am immensely grateful to God 
for calling me here, for it is abundantly true that I have reaped far more than I have attempted to sow. 
 Paul writes in his second letter to the Corinthians, “This most generous God who gives seed to 
the farmer that becomes bread for your meals is more than extravagant with you. He gives you some-
thing you can then give away, which grows into full-formed lives, robust in God, wealthy in every way, 
so that you can be generous in every way, producing with us great praise to God.” 
 My life is fuller because of this church and you.  My life too is richer beyond what I could have 
possibly imagined through the love and kindness and care I have received here.   It is so cliché to say 
but honestly true that I am the minister that I am today because of you.  I am not the same person that I 
was when my journey among you began.  I have grown and changed in so many ways.  I have matured 
and as many of you have told me my confidence has blossomed.  You have taught me to be myself, to 
trust that God continues to call me just as I am and that I am enough.  The same is true for you and the 
same is true for this beloved church.  The following are words I wrote years ago but today they are my 
prayer for you… 
 
 

God of all that has been 
God of all that will be 

God of all that is right now 
Give us the eyes and hearts 
To etch into our memories 
Moments filled with grace 
To hear song in the silence 
To see beauty in the plain 
To feel depth in the ordinary 
To see light in the dark 

To feel passion in the mundane 
To see faith in the doubting 

To feel joy in sorrow 
To see healing in the broken 
To feel solitude in chaos 

To see greatness in the weak 
To feel forgiveness in our humanity 

To know grace at every turn 
God of all that has been 
God of all that will be 

God of all that is right now 

Gratitude (cont’d from cover page) 
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Friends in Christ, 
 
There are many events to attend this Advent and Christmas season: 
Sunday, December 10: Our annual Candlelight Service, 6:00 pm followed by the reception in the 
Session House.  Choirs of all ages will sing and ring, and we’ll light candles and sing carols. 
 

Monday, December 11: Handel’s Messiah will be presented for the 35th season at Centenary United 
Methodist Church.  The orchestra is made up of players from the North Carolina Symphony, and the solo-
ists include our own Pat Rowlett (me) and Bill Ward (Betsy’s son).  Many of our members sing in the cho-
rus.  The Open Rehearsal is at 3:00 pm, and the performance is at 7:30.  The evening often sells out, so get 
your tickets at Fuller Music 2310 Trent Road, or the Craven Arts Council, 317 Middle Street (also available 
by credit card 638-2577). 
 

Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24: 
10:00 am one morning service 

 5:00 pm Family service with children’s choirs and the Confirmation Choir singing. 
 8:00 pm Communion service. 
 

Many have asked if we will have a Pro Musica concert this season, and I am sad to say that we will not.   It 
has been difficult for me to continue in my usual schedule, so  I dared not add anything extra.  My hope is 
to continue next year, since the event was a favorite for our church and the community. 
 

So, join us for these meaningful worship opportunities…enrich the season for your family with beautiful 
music and scripture about the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

       Yours in Christ, 
       Pat Kerr Rowlett 

Kirkin o’ the Tartans  

On November 5th, First Pres honored its 
Scottish roots with bagpipe playing, special 
music and wearing our family tartans.  The 
second service was complete with a Beadle. 
 

“Kirkin," from the Gaelic word "kirk" which 
means "church," in this usage means 
"blessing." In this celebration, the High-
lander patriotism, faithfulness and strong 
independence are remembered by the dis-
playing of tartans and the sound of the  
bagpipe, accompanied by prayer, Scripture, 
preaching, blessing and singing. 

L-R  Harvey Pye, Beadle, Scott 

Stanton, Bagpiper, Rev. Hawkins 

Ron and Elaine Patchett 
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Sunday School. What are your Bicentennial Takeaways?  How do we find the “sweet 
spot” where contemporary science meets ancient mysticism, and theology meets life?  We 
will study Jesus’ teaching of the presence of God’s Kingdom as a new story for connecting the plethora of in-
formation inundating us and giving it meaning.  We will be studying The Divine Dance: the Trinity and Your 
Transformation by Richard Rohr as a path for opening to the flow of this divine energy in our lives.  The class 
begins on December 3rd.  Books are available in Connie’s Office.   
 
Centering Prayer Group: Wednesday, Noon in the Chapel.  Take some time in the middle of the 
week to nourish your soul in the flow of God’s Spirit.  We will be studying Christian spiritual practices in Soul 
Feast – An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life by Marjorie Thompson.  This group is open to all.  Join 
us when you can to explore ways to create room where Christ can invite us to feast with him and how this 
feast is different.  Your spiritual guides will be Dr. Christa Metzger and Lloyd Griffith.  Books are available in 
Connie’s Office.    
 
Adult Contemplative Retreat – Sign Up Now!  Our spring retreat is scheduled to return to one of our 
favorite places, St. Francis Springs Prayer Center, on April 13 – 15, 2018.  Registration forms are available at 
the Receptionist’s desk and on line.   
 
The Lord’s Supper will be observed during Contemplative Worship on Wednesday, 5:15 pm, December 
27th.      
 
         Lloyd Griffith 
         Trail Guide  

Monday evening Women’s Bible Study 
7:00—8:30 PM—Session House Parlor 

 
Every Monday evening at 7PM, the Women’s Bible Study continues with their  
winter selection, Half Truths—God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other 
Things the Bible Doesn’t Say by Adam Hamilton.  Please consider joining the 
group for great discussion, fellowship and friendship.  During the holiday season, 
we will not be meeting from Dec. 18th thru Jan 1st, but will resume on Monday 
Jan. 8th at 7PM For information or to order a book, contact Marice DeBruhl at 

252.637.5468 or Wendy Moeller at 252.514.7729. 
 

Thursday Morning Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM—Ministry Center Café 

 
We are viewing and discussing Simon Schama's "Story of the Jews." Schama is a 
Jewish professor of history and art history at Columbia University. Men are  
welcome to join us for coffee, fellowship, and discussion at 8:00AM Thursdays in 
the Fellowship Cafe. 

PILGRIMAGE OUTFITTERS  by Lloyd Griffith 
“equipping pilgrims for the spiritual journey” 

Mid-Week Bible Study 
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BICENTENNIAL NEWS 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE BICENTENNIAL FUND 
IN YOUR YEAR-END GIFT PLANNING  

 The Bicentennial Fund was first introduced in January 2017, less than one year ago, as part of our 
bicentennial celebration.  As is normal for our congregation when asked to support a worthy cause, your re-
sponse to the Fund has been gratifying.  Through November 20, pledges from 156 members, and gifts from 
44 other contributors, total $695,470.  Actual cash received totals $324,176.  The congregation has embraced 
our vision of a legacy to future generations of First Presbyterians.  Through your generosity, within the first 
year of the three-year phase of the campaign we have achieved approximately 71% of our goal of $975,000 in 
pledged and unpledged contributions.  The Bicentennial Fund Committee is grateful for your acceptance and 
support of the Fund during 2017. 

As you saw in the Fund status report included in the annual stewardship materials mailed to you in 
early November, your pledges and contributions are at work helping to strengthen the property and outreach 
components of our Foundation and funding the maintenance and improvements of our facilities.  In 2018, 
we will begin funding the outreach gifts to RCS and Camp Albemarle that are a part of the Bicentennial Fund, 
and we hope to be in a position to begin the construction of an expanded and improved kitchen in the J. 
Murphy Smith Center. 

 As we approach the end of 2017, we thank you for your support, and we ask that you consider a tax-
deductible gift to the Bicentennial Fund as part of your year-end giving.  If you have questions about the 
Fund, its purposes, or how contributions to it are being used, please contact any member of the Bicentennial 
Fund Committee.    

            Bicentennial Fund Committee 

Jim Briley                Chris Kelso     
Jim Findley              Bill Lathan          
Cille Griffith            Chris Richey 

The following is a digest of the Stated Meeting of the Session on November 14, 2017: 
 

Worship attendance for October 2017 averaged 301; October 2016 attendance averaged 311; average Sunday 
School attendance for October 2017 was 69. 
 

The 2018 Budget will be approved at the December Session meeting. 
 

Communication Commission members are calling those who have joined the church since January 2016 to 
gather information about their satisfaction with being informed about church activities and if they are in-
volved in small group activities. 
 

The Education Commission has revised the procedure for appointing members of the Rothermel Board 
which will be included in the 2018 Manual of Operation. 
 

Increased fees for weddings were approved and will be included in the Church Wedding Booklet. 
On the weekend of November 17, the Session Classes of 2017 - 2020 held their retreat  at Camp Albemarle 
for review of the past year, planning for 2018, worship, food, and fellowship. Commissions were announced 
for the coming year, the 2018 Treasurer and Clerk were elected, and The 2018 Manual of Operation ap-
proved. 

Session Notes  
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2017 Church Bicentennial 
                                     A Year to Treasure! 

                                       By Steve Mabie and Cille Griffith 

 

 

 

Honored, Inspired, and Humbled … 

These words best describe how we feel as we come to the close of our  
Bicentennial Year.  
 
Honored because it has been our privilege to serve as your Co-Chairs for the Bicentennial Year. We have 
shared in celebrating the gifts and abilities of so many FPC members. We have sat in committee meetings 
and helped with work details and have observed first-hand the unselfish nature of this congregation. Your 
sacrifice and helpfulness has made our leadership almost effortless. Always you brought forth energy and 
excitement about the Bicentennial plans. Always each person stepped up to offer the abilities and resources 
they had to give. In every respect, you are a generous congregation. Who would not be honored to be asked to 
lead such a group of saints?  
 
Inspired because we have learned so many things we never knew. Beginning with our Founders, and their 
individual stories, we have been inspired to consider that their decisions more than spanned their own life-
times and even the lifetimes of their grandchildren. But they made those decisions, and the sacrifices they 
entailed, knowing that future generations would benefit. Your support of the Bicentennial Observance and 
especially of the Bicentennial Fund demonstrates your willingness to make similar far-reaching sacrifices. 
Thank  you! We have been inspired by your faithfulness, your witness to Christ, and your love for His church.  
 
Humbled because we never knew we were surrounded by so many gifted, thoughtful, and joyful people. 
Among us are excellent researchers and writers, accomplished historians, and even recognized authorities on 
so many topics. In our midst are creative artists; jewelers, painters, weavers, actors, costumers, and play-
wrights. Right here are people blessed with gifts of organization and presentation. We are humbled because 
we are conditioned to expect disappointment, and disappointment never came. You would not allow it. We 
are humbled because we have witnessed how tension dissolves in the presence of Grace, and how uncertainty 
is brushed aside when Faith is proclaimed.  
 
We cannot repay you. There are not enough “Thank-you’s”, not enough hugs, not enough heartfelt notes or 
communications to ever cancel out the indebtedness we feel toward you the members of First Presbyterian 
Church, New Bern. But we take from this experience the knowledge that we all now share: When we survey 
those associations that define our lives, we will point to 2017 and membership at First Presbyterian Church 
as a pivotal experience. We also know that future generations will look back and draw the same conclusions.  
Blessings upon each of you in the years to come! 
 

Steve Mabie        Cille Griffith  

Bicentennial Co-Chair       Bicentennial Co-Chair  
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Presbyterian Men –Fall Lineup 
           By Jerry Elliott 

Our monthly meetings are going strong!  Plan to join us the first Monday of the month at 
6:00 pm.  We will meet at the Hibachi  Buffet (Ollie’s shopping center).  Cost of the meal is 
$10.59 ($9.59 for seniors).  Add $2.00 for drinks.  No need to sign up, just show up!   The 
following is a list of scheduled speakers for the remainder of the season:  
 
December 4 --  Charles Ewen of East Carolina University Archeology Department will present archeology 
  of the Lost Colony. 
 

January 8  --  Jay DeLoach (retired  admiral, USN) will describe the continental  navy during the  
  Revolutionary War. 
 

February 5  --  Mayor Dana Outlaw will present his third annual State of the City Address. 
 

March  5  --     Amanda Ohlensehlen of the Aviation Heritage Foundation. 
 

April 2  --         (Ladies Night)  Archeologist  Lara Mazow will discuss Biblical Archeology. 
 

May 7 — Jim Hodges, curator for the New Bern Historical Society will present New Bern: Then and 
  Now. 

Come join us for the Boar's Head and Yule Log Festival at the St. Mary's Episcopal 
Church in Kinston on Sunday January 7th.  The program is an ancient celebration 
of Christmas in music, drama and dance. The costumes are beautiful. There are 
even animals walking down the church aisles as part of the pageantry. The choral 
music is wonderful.  Admission is free. The performance starts at 3:00 but seats 
fill up quickly, so we will leave the church parking lot at 1:15 pm.  Afterwards, we 
will eat an early dinner at King's Restaurant and return to New Bern around 6:30. 
This is an event you won't want to miss. Sign up in the Church Office or call 
252.637.3270. 

LUNCH WAGON 
           By Nancy Perdue 
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Children & Youth Sunday 
School 

 
Preschool—Room MC 1.24 
God Loves Me -52 story books  
(Faith Alive Christian Resources) and  
The Children’s Illustrated Bible (Hastings) 
 
Kindergarten - 2nd Grade—Room MC 2.23    
Whirl (Sparkhouse) 

 
 
3rd Grade - 5th Grade—Room MC 2.24 
What’s In The Bible (Jellyfish One)  
 
Middle & High School —Lighthouse 
Faith Questions (Congregational Ministries  
Publishing— PC(USA)) 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Winter Quarter (Dec. 3 thru Feb.25) 

700 Years of Jihad & Crusades / SHM/ Chip Chagnon 
This course is a study of the changing Christian & Islamic historical environment from the Medieval Age to 
the eve of the Renaissance. Special emphasis includes the importance of the Christian defense of Europe and 
the Holy Lands from Islamic Invasion from C 637 -1272. To gain that insight we will focus on key Muslim Ji-
hads and the nine Crusades. The course will also examine other Christian led campaigns against pagans and 
heretics as time is available.  The course will use Power Point, lecture, hand-outs and class participation as its 
major teaching methods. 
 
Bicentennial Take-aways: If the Holy spoke to our 13 founders, how are we hearing today?  /
MC 2.26 & 2.27/ Lloyd Griffith 
Where do we find our connection where contemporary science meets ancient mysticism and theology engages 
life?  We will be exploring this involvement with a different authority using Richard Rohr’s The Divine Dance: 
the Trinity and Your Transformation as a guide to participating in the flow of God’s Spirit in these perilous 
times.   
 
Connections Class/MC 1.27/Whitney Bayer & Seth Smith 
 
Koinonia - Stories of Flannery O'Connor / MC 2.21 / Ken Wilkins 
Flannery O’Connor was an extraordinary writer, and we have the opportunity to move further on our own 
faith journeys through reading and discussing her short stories.  Join us to learn more about one of the best 
Southern writers ever. Books are available in the Church Office for $10 each. Please read “The Enduring Chill” 
before the first class—but come even if you are unable to read it! 
 
Mary Bryant Hollister Class / SHP/ Nancy Chiles  
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S.A.L.T. (Serving And Learning Together)  
 
Our December SALT meeting is on Sunday,  Dec. 17, 5:30-7:30pm, in the  
Ministry Center.  We look forward to having a great time together.  Friends are  
always welcome.  The first date of 2018 will be January 21st.  All 3rd, 4th, and 
5th grade children and friends are invited!    
 
 SALT meets on the third Sunday of every month.  

Children’s Worship (for 10:55am service) 
 

Following the Children’s Moment at the 10:55am service, children 2nd grade or younger may depart 
the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship.  Preschool and Kindergarten children will meet in Ministry 
Center Room 1.26 with Ms. Kerri.  Children in 1st & 2nd grade will meet in Ministry Center Room 
1.25 (chapel) with Mr. Daewon.  We are seeking adult volunteers to assist us throughout the year.    

Christmas Wreaths are here! 
Thank you to those who purchased a 
wreath for this year’s Fundraiser! The 
wreaths are here and can be picked up dur-
ing church office hours.  Thank you for sup-
porting a local organization in town and to 
help pay for youth summer mission trip/
conference.     

 

Sunday Youth Group Schedule 
     

Dec. 3, 5:30-7:30pm— Faith Building 
Meet in the Session House for dinner followed by 

faith building activities.  

Dec. 10 — No Youth Group  

(6PM Candlelight service in the Sanctuary) 

Dec. 17, 5:30-7:30pm — Gym Night 

Dec. 24 & Dec. 31 — NO YOUTH GROUP  



Page 10 First Edition 

2018 Youth Group Key DATES 

Parents, please make a note of the following key events being planned for 2018 for our 

youth!   

There are trips with the necessary number to be met in order for us to attend.   

• 2/4—Youth Sunday: Our youth will lead the congregation in worship in both 8:25am & 10:55am 
services.  Our graduating seniors will give their senior sermon and other youth will lead various parts 
of the service.  We will be reaching out to families to help provide breakfast (9:30am) for our youth.  

 
• 3/16-3/18—New Hope Presbytery High School Retreat: This annual retreat brings 150 high 

school youth from our presbytery together for a weekend retreat at Camp Willow Run in Littleton, 
NC.  Cost per youth is expected to be $75.  We’ll need at least 3 high school youth to attend.  

 
• 6/11-6/15—Vacation Bible School: We will need adult volunteers in stations such as crafts,      

music, Bible story, games & snacks.  We will also need youth volunteers to lead the groups!  
 
• 6/18-6/21—Mission Trip with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in Kinston, NC  

We will be working at a Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) worksite in Kinston, NC to help re-
build houses which were flooded due to Hurricane Matthew in Fall of 2016.  This trip is open to those 
ages 14 and older (possible exception if a guardian attends the trip if youth is 13 years old).  We will 
be looking for skilled laborers who can help us during the trip or to teach us skills before the trip.  If 
interested, please talk to Daewon.   

 
• 6/26-6/29 OR 7/10-7/13— Massanetta Middle School Conference: Fun middle school con-

ference for those who have completed 6-8th grade.  Sign up will be due 2/28 with Daewon.  We will 
attend if we have at least 3 youth.   

 
• 7/8-7/14 OR 7/15-7/21 (date to depend on middle school conference) — Montreat High 

School Conference— A week long conference for high school youth.  It’s an amazing conference 
attended by thousands of youth each summer.  Sign up will be due by March 11 with Daewon. We will 
attend if we have at least 4 youth.     

Youth Group pictures from Fear Factor Games 
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Outreach Commission 

Our children need you!  Brinson Buddies is an outreach project whose focus includes  
building a sense of community among parents, teachers and congregations.  Brinson Buddies 
has a variety of opportunities available to support our community, teachers and students.   
 
Recently we have been able to provide four sets of a “One School, One Book” series to our school.  We also 
treated our teachers and staff to snacks at an after school faculty meeting.  Several members of the congrega-
tion are working in several classrooms and providing support in a variety of ways.  We are looking for mem-
bers of our church to serve as mentors, be a presence in the school by simply having lunch with a student or a 
class or welcoming the students as they arrive at school in the mornings, work with students one on one and 
be a support for our students, teachers and community in any way that you can think of to help! 
You do NOT need to be an educator to make a difference in our Brinson community. Everyone can be a part 
of this outreach.  Some of our children are just one caring adult away from being successful.  Please contact 
Carol Hale (carolkhale@gmail.com; 252-638-5517) for more information. 

Oh what a night it was! A warm evening, 
a big moon, local musicians providing 
background music and folks mingling 
and visiting like it was a big block party. 
For those of you who came, I know you 
share many of these same sentiments. 
The night was magical and a first for New 
Bern. But more importantly was the fact 
that we raised $107,000 between our 
ticket sales (sold out at 500) and our gen-
erous sponsors. We had 23 wait staff 
from The Chelsea who graciously served 
us our delicious 5 course meal and look 
forward to having that opportunity again 
next year. We have received many com-
pliments for this endeavor and proudly 
plan to have this become an annual 
event. Our heartfelt thanks to all of you 
who supported us.—Nevada Brannon 
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Outreach Commission 

 The Outreach Commission is delighted to present three new program offerings for our “Gifts From The 
Heart” program. This year, our church will be supporting Reviving Lives Ministry,  Craven County Disaster 
Assistance Alliance and Heeling Our World Ministries.  (See a brief description below). 
 

Brochures, Forms and Gift Cards are available now, and throughout the year, in the Church Office and will 
also be offered at a special table set up either outside in the courtyard or next to the nursery, in between ser-
vices or after church, on December 3rd, December 10th and December 17th. Cards are now available for a 
minimum donation of $10 for adults, and $5 for a children's gift card and make perfect holiday gifts for the 
teacher, caregiver, student or anyone else on your list that has 'everything'...as so many of us do! 
 
Craven County Disaster Recovery Alliance 
The Mission of the Craven County Disaster Recovery Alliance is to strengthen area wide 
disaster coordination through information sharing, simplifying the access to available 
resources for individuals and families, and jointly resolving cases with unmet needs 
from disasters. CCDRA recently formed as a long term disaster recovery alliance in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Matthew in 2016.  The board is comprised of individuals from 
all walks of life from Craven County.  CCDRA operates an all-volunteer staff including 
board members which allows 100% of funding to go directly to the needed source for 
recovery. 

 
Heeling Our World teaches Americans of all ages about the plight of impoverished 
barefoot children and gives us an avenue for advocacy. The group makes a simple shoe 
called a KLEM. This is the same shoe that we are teaching African mothers to 
make.  Faith based organizations can participate in the project by hosting KLEM mak-
ing events.  These support the establishment of cottage industries for shoe- making 
throughout Africa. “Heeling Our World” educates and empowers students and adults in 
the U.S. and turns them into better global citizens. 
 

Reviving Lives Ministry provides clean, sober, substance-free residential environments for local men 
and women dealing with the devastating consequences of substance abuse through a faith based, 12 step re-
covery program. The cost of addiction to these men and women, their families, friends, and the community at 
large is immeasurable. These expenses are not only financial. There are also physical, emotional, and spiritual 
costs involved. With the support of First Presbyterian, New Bern and other local contributors, RLM helps 
these people become positive, self-sufficient, and productive members of OUR community.  
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Holiday Blessings    by Sarah Moeller  

Hey First Pres. Family! 

Christmas is just around the corner and Backpack Blessings is gearing up for Holiday 
Blessings. The Holiday Blessings program provides our Backpack Blessings families 
with a Holiday Meal, which includes a turkey or a ham and all the fixin’s boxed and 
ready to cook! First Presbyterian’s scheduled time is 9:30am -12pm Tuesday, Decem-
ber 19th at Garber United Methodist Church. We are looking for 12-15 volunteers; we 
will prepare boxes, sort food, and set up for the distribution! Please email Sarah Moel-
ler (scmoeller01@gmail.com) or Stacey Griffith (sgriff4930@yahoo.com) if you can 
join us! 
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OPERATION JAMMIES by Lynn Hand 

 Operation Jammies is underway for our 9th year of collecting jammies for the Coastal 
Women’s Shelter. The goal is to collect “new” pajamas, robes, or booties, for every 
mother and child receiving services from CWS. For the children, the sizes needed are 6 
months to 16 years of age….boys and girls. The women’s sizes range from Sm- XXL. The 
collection boxes can be found throughout the community at the following locations: 
Epiphany School, First Presbyterian Church, Ward & Smith, Mitchell Hardware, JJeune 
Hair Salon, and First Citizens Bank. The Operation Jammies committee members will be 
collecting and delivering to the CWS from now until December 20th.   Thank you in ad-
vance for helping to make this another successful year for Operation Jammies.  
         Gratefully yours,  
         Lynn Hand/Operation Jammies Chair  

SINGLE WORSHIP SERVICE--SUMMER 2018    

The Worship Commission is changing Worship to a single service to be held at 10:00 AM for the summer of 
2018. This comes from a suggestion from some members of the congregation, and from the Worship Com-
mission because of a reduction in attendance at both services during the summer months.  A poll taken from 
the congregation at both services on October 1 resulted in 164 for this proposal, and 26 opposed. 
 
Tentative planning is for Sunday School at 9:00--9:45, and Worship Service at 10:00.  This will be from the 
first Sunday in June until the last Sunday of August, and then return to two services in September.  It will 
then be re-evaluated by the Worship Commission as to whether to continue this change for subsequent years.  
The exact details will be worked out by the staff, music program, and Christian Education Commission. 

WORSHIP COMMISSION   by Hal Vandersea 



First Edition 

Fossie’s father, Will’s grandfather, 
Toby “Coach” Webb of Albemarle, 
NC. 
 
Sympathy of the congregation is 
extended to the Smith family on 
the Nov. 12th death of member 
Doris Smith. 
 
Sympathy of the congregation is 
extended to Don Bailey on the 
Nov. 14th death of his wife and 
church member, Marie. 
 
Sympathy to Ray Henderson on 
the Nov. 25th death of his wife, 
Frances.   
 

 

RETIREMENT CENTERS 
 
McCARTHY COURT   
(637-7133) 

1321 McCarthy Blvd. 
Carol Burgess, Apt. 216 
Flo Jones, Apt. 303 
Frank & Arlene Yeager, Apt. 305 
Pat Zeleniak, Apt. 103 
 
McCARTHY COURT II 
1325 McCarthy Blvd. 
Donna Fleck, Apt. 16 
Jean Hoffman, Apt. 39 
Merle Stone, Apt. 27 
Ruth Tyler, Apt 33 
 

 

ASSISTED LIVING  
FACILITIES 

 
BAYVIEW (638-1818) 
3003 Kensington Park Dr. 
Edna Harkins, Room 101 
Ann “Nancy” Howard (Phoebe Moel-
ler’s mother), Rm. 5 
Hospice: 
Lois Webb (Rm. 37B)  
 
COURTYARDS at BERNE  
VILLAGE (633-1779) 

Joys and Concerns 

2701 Amhurst Blvd. 28562 
Barbara Bell, Rm 202 
 

NURSING FACILITIES 
 

BROOKDALE (558-1291) 
1336 S. Glenburnie Rd. 
Kenny Baxter 
Sally McConnell 
 
CROATAN VILLAGE  
(634-9066) 
4522 Old Cherry Pt. Rd. 
28560 
Jane Ann Blackerby Rm. 203 
Andy Davies, (409) 
 
 

HOMEPLACE (637-7133) 
1309 McCarthy  Blvd. 

Jean Krumm (114) 
 
RIVERPOINT CREST  
(637-4730) 
2600 Old Cherry Pt. Rd. 28560 

Ray Henderson (207) 
Joan Morra (211) 
Don Ward (110) (Connie MacLean’s 
dad) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Merle Stone 
1325 McCarthy Ct. Apt 27 
New Bern, NC  28562 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR KNOWN ILL,  
HOSPITALIZED AND/OR 
RECENTLY RELEASED 
 

Art Barstow 
Kenny Baxter 
Janet Benrey 
Roy Cahoon 
Christine Friedrich 
Jerry Johnson 
Linda Jones (Gayle Hardy’s mom) 
Pat Phillips 
Meghan Rishel 
Ruth Russell 
Alan Ryder 
Betsy Shuck 
Gray Wheeler, Jr. 
Alie Wilson 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
To Bill and Betsy Hillhouse who 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on Nov. 16th. 
 
To Jason and Alie Wilson on the 
Nov. 9th birth of their daughter, 
Charlotte Reese. 
 
To Janet Benrey on the Nov. 
27th birth of her second grand-
son, Beckett Rhys Benrey of 
Austin, TX. 
 
To Jay and Meghan Rishel on 
the Nov. 29th birth of their 
daughter, Eliza Rose.  Proud 
grandparents are Chris and 
Trish Kelso. 
 
SYMPATHY 

 

Sympathy of the congregation is 
extended to The Lathan  
Family on the Nov. 9th death of 
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Saturday, December 1 
Morning: Pss. 63; 149; Evening: 
Pss. 125; 90; Zech. 14:12–21 
Phil. 2:1–11; Luke 19:41–48 
BEGIN YEAR 1 
Sunday, December 2 
Morning: Pss. 24; 150 
Evening: Pss. 25; 110 
Isa. 1:1–9; 2 Peter 3:1–10 
Matt. 25:1–13 
Monday, December 3 
Morning: Pss. 122; 145 
Evening: Pss. 40; 67; Isa. 1:10–20 
1 Thess. 1:1–10; Luke 20:1–8 
Tuesday, December 4 
Morning: Pss. 33; 146 
Evening: Pss. 85; 94; Isa. 1:21–31 
1 Thess. 2:1–12; Luke 20:9–18 
Wednesday, December 5 
Morning: Pss. 50; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 53; 17; Isa. 2:1–4 
1 Thess. 2:13–20; Luke 20:19–26 
Thursday, December 6 
Morning: Pss. 18:1–20; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 62; Isa. 2:5–22 
1 Thess. 3:1–13; Luke 20:27–40 
Friday, December 7 
Morning: Pss. 102; 148 
Evening: Pss. 130; 16; Isa. 3:1–4:1 
1 Thess. 4:1–12; Luke 20:41–21:4 
Saturday, December 8 
Morning: Pss. 90; 149 
Evening: Pss. 80; 72; Isa. 4:2–6 
1 Thess. 4:13–18; Luke 21:5–19 
Sunday, December 9 
Morning: Pss. 24; 150 
Evening: Pss. 25; 110; Isa. 5:1–7 
2 Peter 3:11–18; Luke 7:28–35 
Monday, December 10 
Morning: Pss. 122; 145 
Evening: Pss. 40; 67; Isa. 5:8–17 
1 Thess. 5:1–11; Luke 21:20–28 
Tuesday, December 11 
Morning: Pss. 33; 146 
Evening: Pss. 85; 94; Isa. 5:18–25 
1 Thess. 5:12–28; Luke 21:29–38 
Wednesday, December 12 
Morning: Pss. 50; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 53; 17; Isa. 6:1–13 
2 Thess. 1:1–12; John 7:53–8:11 

Thursday, December 13 
Morning: Pss. 18:1–20; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 62; Isa. 7:1–9 
2 Thess. 2:1–12; Luke 22:1–13 
Friday, December 14 
Morning: Pss. 102; 148 
Evening: Pss. 130; 16; Isa. 7:10–25 
2 Thess. 2:13–3:5; Luke 22:14–30 
Saturday, December 15 
Morning: Pss. 90; 149 
Evening: Pss. 80; 72; Isa. 8:1–15 
2 Thess. 3:6–18; Luke 22:31–38 
Sunday, December 16 
Morning: Pss. 24; 150 
Evening: Pss. 25; 110; Isa. 13:1–13 
Heb. 12:18–29; John 3:22–30 
Monday, December 17 
Morning: Pss. 122; 145 
Evening: Pss. 40; 67; Isa. 8:16—9:1 
2 Peter 1:1–11; Luke 22:39–53 
Tuesday, December 18 
Morning: Pss. 33; 146 
Evening: Pss. 85; 94; Isa. 11:1–9 
Eph. 6:10–20; John 3:16–21 
Wednesday, December 19 
Morning: Pss. 50; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 53; 17; Isa. 11:10–16 
Rev. 20:1–10; John 5:30–47 
Thursday, December 20 
Morning: Pss. 18:1–20; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 62; Isa. 28:9–22 
Rev. 20:11—21:8; Luke 1:5–25 
Friday, December 21 
Morning: Pss. 102; 148 
Evening: Pss. 130; 16; Isa. 29:9–24 
Rev. 21:9–21; Luke 1:26–38 
Saturday, December 22 
Morning: Pss. 90; 149;  
Evening: Pss. 80; 72; Isa. 31:1–9 
Rev. 21:22—22:5; Luke 1:39–48a 
(48b–56) 
Sunday, December 23 
Morning: Pss. 24; 150 
Evening: Pss. 25; 110; Isa. 33:17–22 
Rev. 22:6–11, 18–20; Luke 1:57–66 
Monday, December 24B 
Morning: Pss. 122; 145 
Evening: Pss. 132; 114; Isa. 35:1–10 
Rev. 22:12–17, 21; Luke 1:67–80 
 

Tuesday, December 25 
Morning: Pss. 2; 146 
Evening: Pss. 98; 96; Zech. 2:10–13 
1 John 4:7–16; John 3:31–36 
Wednesday, December 26 
Morning: Pss. 116; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 119:1–24; 27 
2 Chron. 24:17–22;  Acts 6:1–7 
Acts 7:59—8:8 
Thursday, December 27 
Morning: Pss. 34; 147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 19; 121; Prov. 8:22–
30; 1 John 5:1–12; John 13:20–35 
Friday, December 28 
Morning: Pss. 2; 148 
Evening: Pss. 110; 111 
Isa. 49:13–23; Isa. 54:1–13 
Matt. 18:1–14 
Saturday, December 29 
Morning: Pss. 96; 149 
Evening: Pss. 132; 97 
Isa. 12:1–6; Rev. 1:1–8 
John 7:37–52 
Sunday, December 30 
Morning: Pss. 93; 150 
Evening: Pss. 89:1–18; 39:19–52 
Isa. 62:6–7, 10–12; Heb. 2:10–18 
Matt. 1:18–25 
Monday, December 31 
Morning: Pss. 98; 145 
Evening: Pss. 45; 96; Isa. 26:1–6 
2 Cor. 5:16—6:2; John 8:12–19 
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        Daily Lectionary for December, 2017    



 

400 New Street 
PO Box 1069 
New Bern, NC  28563 

Phone: 252.637.3270 
Fax: 252.637.4494 
E-mail: church@firstpresnb.org 
Website: firstpresnb.org 
 

F i r s t  P resby ter i an  
Church  

 

 

 

 Cheryl and Jim Blackerby 

      Transfer:  Foundry United Methodist Church, Houston, TX 
 

      

 

 

 

 Patricia J. Smith 
Reaffirmation:  Saint Paul’s Catholic Church, New Bern, NC 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dale A. & Cathleen (“Cathy”) V. Wingfield 
 Transfer: New Hope Presbyterian Church, Asheville, NC 


