
 
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 

wilderness and rivers in the desert.”   Isaiah   43:19   ESV   
 

Bicentennial Celebration 

First Presbyterian Church, New Bern, NC  

 

Schedule of Activities and Events 

 

Founders Weekend Events  
 

 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017          Founders Day Dinner and 

Celebration 
The cornerstone event of our Bicentennial Celebration is planned for the J. Murphy Smith 

Fellowship Center. Our January 7, 1817 Founders Re-enactment play, Mrs. Minor’s Parlor will 

be presented after a brief introduction. A catered meal will be followed by Birthday Cake!. 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED.  Doors open at 5:00 PM Festivities begin at 5:30 PM. Open to 

Members and Church Invited Guests.  

 

Sunday, January 15, 2017                         Bicentennial Worship Service  
A combined Worship Service at 10:00 AM is planned for this special occasion. We expect many 

invited guests to be present, including dignitaries from our Presbytery and community, former 

members, and Founder Descendants. A brass ensemble will accompany the choirs and 

congregational hymns. All are welcome! 

 

Saturday, January 28, 2017              Cedar Grove Cemetery 

Tour  
Join us for a Walking Tour of Historic Cedar Grove Cemetery with the specific focus of visiting 

the grave sites of our Church Founders buried there. Meet in the Ministry Center Room 2.21 and 

bring a sack lunch.  Beverages will be provided.  A brief introduction of the cemetery by the Earl 

of Craven Society Questers will begin the event. Times: 12:00 Noon.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



Sunday, February 12, 2017     First Presbyterian Church: A New Architecture in 

the Wilderness 
Charles Francis, Architect of our Ministry Center, will share highlights of the historical 

architecture of First Presbyterian Church. This Rothermel Foundation co-sponsored session will 

be held in the Sanctuary, open to the community. Through slides and presentation, Mr. Francis 

will examine the architectural style and influences present in our historic Sanctuary building. 

Light refreshments will follow in the Session House. Times: 2:00-4:00 PM  
 

Sunday, February 19, 2017        Family Chamber Music Concert 
This annual concert, presented as a part of the Carolina Chamber Music Festival, features 

accomplished and aspiring musicians. Come be amazed at the ability of some of our 

community’s youngest musicians as they share the stage with the Festival’s featured performers. 

Session House, 2:00 PM. Open to the community.  

 

Sunday, March 5, 2017                                                                               Guest Lecturer Series 
The Rev. Cynthia Rigby, Ph.D, is Professor of Theology at Austin Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary, Austin, Texas. Dr. Rigby will be preaching in worship services at 8:25 and 10:55 AM. 

The Sanctuary afternoon Lecture is co-sponsored by the Rothermel Foundation. Dr. Rigby’s 

remarks will focus on the Presbyterian Church in the United States, PC (USA), - past, present 

and future. Times: 2:00-4:00 PM. Reception with light refreshments will follow in the Session 

House.  

 

Friday, March 31, 2017                Artists and Authors Evening  
Artists and Authors of First Presbyterian Church will display and discuss their work, sign books, 

and offer selected works of art and their publications for sale. A portion of the proceeds will be 

donated by them to our Bicentennial Fund. Entertainment and light refreshments will make this a 

fun, festive affair! Child care will be provided. Following the show and sale, an Auction of 

donated items and opportunities is planned.  J. Murphy Smith Fellowship Center, 5:30-8:00 PM.  

 

Friday, April 7- Saturday, April 8, 2017         Home and Garden Tour  
This annual event of the New Bern Historical Society always delights ticketholders! Our 

Sanctuary will be on the Tour. Docents from the FPC History Committee and Founder 

Characters will be on hand to offer a brief history of the church to our visitors. 

 

Saturday, April 8, 2017                                Presbyterian Women, Spring Gathering 
The Presbyterian Women (PW) of the Presbytery of New Hope are invited to New Bern. Our 

church will host their daylong meeting, which includes an inspirational speaker, time for 

reflection and fellowship, and conducting PW business. It is hoped that some of the 

representatives will enjoy the Home and Garden Tour the day before the meeting. Times and 

meeting spaces TBA.  

 

Friday, May 5 – Saturday, May 6, 2017                   Family Camp - Camp Albemarle 
Family Camp is enjoyed by many of our members, some for overnight, and others for the day 

excursion on Saturday. The Bicentennial Team will be hosting the Saturday Meal and a Seafood 

Fest is planned! Come learn about Camp Albemarle’s long history with FPC – New Bern. 

Reservations requested. 



 

Sunday, June 4, 2017                    Homecoming Celebration 
Former Members and family will be our focus on this joyful occasion! One Worship service 

beginning at 10:00 AM is planned, followed by Lunch on the Grounds. Our Founders and other 

historic characters promise to make the Homecoming one for the ages! Entertainment will be 

provided by the FPC Gospel Bluegrass Band.  

 

Monday, June 12 – Friday, June 16, 2017            FPC Vacation Bible School 
Our VBS will have a Bicentennial flavor this year. The children will learn about the history of 

our faith and our church through games, crafts, costumes, and activities. An historic coloring 

book is being designed. Expect some “Founders” to show up and share their stories with the 

children!  

 

July – August, 2017              History Room Displays 
The FPC History Committee has been improving and adding to the displays in the Donald Taylor 

History Room, located in the Session House. The leisure of summertime makes it the perfect 

time to linger in the History Room and learn more about our heritage. In addition to a display of 

the Ministers of First Presbyterian Church, a Faith During the Civil War display is planned. 

Presbyterian Ministers served as Chaplains for both the Union and the Confederate forces. Come 

learn more about these brave men of the cloth. Open on Sundays and during regular church 

office hours.  

 

Saturday, September 16, 2017                   Chamber Music Concert  
Our friends from the Carolina Chamber Music Festival return for a Sanctuary Concert. Ticketed 

event. Time: TBA  

 

Sunday, September 17, 2017                                                                      Guest Lecturer Series  
Caleb J.D. Maskell is a Ph.D candidate at Princeton University, and adjunct professor of 

Theology at Princeton Theological Seminary. He formerly served as Associate Director of the 

Jonathan Edwards Center at Yale University. Caleb will speak from 2-4 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Professor Maskell’s visit is co-sponsored by the Rothermel Foundation. He will present on the 

Edwardsean roots and dynamics of a distinctively American theology that has deeply shaped 

American Protestant Christianity as we know it. Session House Reception will follow.   

 

Sunday, October 15, 2017                 Chamber Singers Concert 
The Rocky Mount Chamber Singers will provide a free concert at 4:00 PM in our Sanctuary. The 

Singers are directed by Jim Smith, son of our former late Minister, J. Murphy Smith. More 

details to follow.    

 

Friday, October 27 – Saturday, October 28, 2017               GhostWalk 
This annual walking tour is sponsored by the New Bern Historical Society. Ticketholders tour a 

variety of historic homes and churches and are introduced to “ghosts” from the past. This year, 

our Sanctuary will be host to several of our Founders as we share our story with the community. 

History Committee volunteers will serve as Docents.  

 

  



Sunday, October 29, 2017                  Reformation Sunday 
On this Reformation Sunday we celebrate 500

th
 Anniversary of Martin Luther’s posting of his  

95 Theses on the door of the Wittenberg Castle, October 31, 1517. This emphasis will be shared 

with the second generation Reformer, John Calvin. Join us in worship!  

 

Sunday, November 5, 2017                   All Saints Sunday  
Our annual All Saints Remembrance Communion Service will include a variety of creedal and 

liturgical formulas and musical instruments from our Reformed Family and throughout Europe, 

with an emphasis on our Scottish Heritage. This service will be more inclusive and thus a 

modified version of the Scots’ “Kirkin O’ the Tartan”.  

 

Sunday, November 19, 2017        History Book Presentation 
Editor Nancy Chiles has compiled a continuation of our church’s history from 1988 to the 

present. Various contributors have helped to complete this history. A new volume has been 

printed and will be available for sale in the Session House following the second service. Light 

refreshments are planned. History book sale price TBA.  

Sunday, December 31, 2017           Witherspoon Marker Unveiling  
Reverend John Knox Witherspoon, grandson of the Signer of the Declaration of Independence, 

was the Founding Minister of this church. Reverend Witherspoon was born in New Bern. A brief 

marker unveiling ceremony will follow the Worship Service. This will be the concluding event 

of the Bicentennial Celebration. Light refreshments are planned in the Session House after the 

unveiling.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bicentennial Year-Round Activities 
 

2017 Year Round Activity       First Impressions Series    
First Impressions will be a series of Worship Bulletin inserts consisting of brief articles written 

about the people and events of First Presbyterian history and ministry.  

 

2017 Year Round Activity      First Pres Players – Character Interpretations 

Our Founders and other historical Characters will be in evidence throughout the year. You will 

see them at the Founding Re-enactment, greet them before Worship, and enjoy a June Church 

Homecoming in their presence. Don’t be shy. Ask them a question! You might learn something 

about our history you did not know!  

 

2017 Year Round Activity     Civic Club / Community Outreach Guest Speaker Program  
Several members of our Church History Committee have put together a visual / narrative history 

of the church presentation that may be scheduled as a program for local groups. This lap-top 

computer presentation features the highlights of our church history. A surprise Character may 

show up as well!  

  



 

 

Bicentennial Objectives  

 
• Connect with our Historic Community of Faith. 

• Learn and grow in our faith. 

• Invite and include friends, family, churches, and community organizations to share in our 

unique heritage. 

• Envision a future for our Church through communication, inspiration, and sharing. 
• Energize stewardship that affirms our commitment to the legacy of the church, and 

undergirds the faith of future generations. 

• Enjoy the gifts of friendships, new relationships, fun celebrations, and inspiring services.  

 
 


