
Connection Group Discussion for 3/7/2021
PHILIPPIANS Chapter 1 - Discussing the book of Philippians

Philippians 1:1-11
1. Consider how Paul and the Philippians encouraged and supported each other. How

can we as a church, a small group and a local body of Christ encourage and support
each other?

2. What did you learn about prayer from Paul's prayer for the Philippians?

3. When have you had a deep connection with another Christian, though he or she was
very different from you?

4. If you were going to pray for your best friend using Paul's prayer as a model, what
would you pray for?

Philippians 1:12-30
5. Why is Paul in prison? Is it justice? What does Paul say the pros and cons of being in

prison are?

6. How does Paul’s being in prison affect the people at the church of Phlipi?

7. What does Paul mean by hoping ‘to honor Christ with my body if it be by my life or by
my death’?

8. How do you think Paul's perspective on life and death differs from our culture today?

9. What is Paul’s point in verses 27-30?

10.What does verse 30 mean?  How do you personally have a part in Paul’s fight?



Background of Philippians:
Paul is on his second missionary journey when he and Silas feel led by the Spirit to
make their way to the city of Philippi, a Roman colony in the district of Macedonia. It is
in Philippi that they meet Lydia, who is a merchant of expensive cloth. She listens to
the message that Paul is preaching about Jesus and accepts Christ as her personal
savior. She shares her newfound faith with her family members, and the result is that
they are all baptized.

Not everyone, however, appreciates the message of the gospel in Philippi. After Paul
casts a demon out of a girl who is used as a fortune teller, her masters, realizing that
they have now lost their source of income, have Paul and Silas arrested, severely
beaten, and thrown into prison. The beating and imprisonment don’t deter Paul and
Silas from worshiping God. In spite of the apparent roadblock in sharing their faith,
they begin to pray and sing hymns to God. Suddenly an earthquake takes place and
the doors of the prison open wide. Paul and Silas do not run, but instead stay and
share the gospel with the jailer who must have been listening to their prayers and
songs. The end result is that the jailer’s entire family is baptized that evening. The
gospel continues to spread in spite of difficulties and persecution. The first church in
Europe is born – it is the church at Philippi.

(To help provide background of Paul’s relationship to the Church at Philippi you can
read the exciting story of how this church began in Acts chapter 16:11-40)

Paul writes the letter to the Philippians 10 to 12 years after he first shared the gospel
message in Philippi. Paul is in jail, likely in Rome, when he writes this letter. This time,
however, there are no earthquakes to open the doors, but the opportunities to spread
the gospel still abound.


