
 

 

 

 
 

April 28, 2020 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

Many of you have heard the announcement Governor Stitt made regarding venues and 

businesses beginning to open back up in our state. In that announcement, he stated 

that churches could open after May 1. However, several precautions and restrictions 

would still need to be followed for that to happen. 

 

The church staff has prayed and discussed at great length how we should go about 

resuming meeting together at Marietta FBC. We have reviewed recommendations by 

health care officials, staffs of other churches, and state leaders. 

 

We have decided to delay our gathering together again beyond May 3. A major 

reason for this is simply the size of attendance at our church and the logistics required 

to abide by the restrictions we are being encouraged to enforce. By the time we 

arranged the seating to practice social distancing and enacted other precautions (e.g. 

no nursery, wearing masks, etc.), it just wouldn’t seem much like church. Conversely, 

we do not believe it wise to put hundreds of people together (who are singing) into a 

room while we are still this close in time to the peak of the spread of the virus. 

It may seem frustrating to some in our church that we would remain closed while 

other churches are open. We believe that delaying reopening is best for our 

church family and what is best for all our members. 

 

So, here is a tentative schedule of how we plan to reopen Marietta FBC: 

• Continue to worship online only through May 10.  

• May 17 and 24 have “lawn chair worship” north of the church at 

10:00 AM where we gather together for an outdoor service (weather 

allowing) so that we can spread out. For those who feel it is best for them 

to continue to worship at home, the broadcast will still be available. 

• Beginning May 31 start a modified schedule of worship services in 

the worship center that will include precautions to be evaluated and 

shared closer to time. 

• The decision to have Connection Group classes and small groups 

meeting at church will be evaluated at the end of May. 

• The decision to resume Wednesday night activities will also be evaluated 

at the end of May. 

 

 
Day 16: Before o  read toda s de otional, read all of Psalm 91. 

 

Toda s Verse 
Psalm 91:11-12, F  he ill c mma d hi  a gel  c ce i g   g a d  i  all your ways; they will lift you up in their 

ha d ,  ha   ill  ike  f  agai  a e.  
 

As e contin e to celebrate Hol  Week together, let s t rn o r tho ghts to ard both the realit  of o r global circ mstances 
but also our Kingdom privileges and promises. It s tr e e all at times feel alone, tired, o er helmed and fearf l. These 
words describe what so many people are feeling in the times in which we live. It is true that life has a way of being tough, 
sapping our strengths, and being increasingly stressful. Satan takes great pleasure in attempting to infiltrate our thoughts 
and exaggerating our sense of loneliness and isolation. If we are not intentional as believers, our enemy will work to keep 
you separated from anything and anyone who is available to help you during times of crisis. He would love for you think that 
you are the only one having these feelings and fears. However, we may be apart, but we are not alone. We may be 
separated, but we need not be isolated.  
 

In fact, as we reflect upon Holy Week preparing for Easter Sunday, Jesus Himself experienced times of loneliness and 
agony even as He prayed in the garden. He also had to endure the knowledge that one of His own disciples would betray 
Him. He fully understands what o  are e periencing in these da s. That s h  the promises of Psalm 91 are so personal 
and powerful for us today. He has charged His angels to watch over us and to guard us in all our ways. He also promises 
to keep us safe through days like these where chaos would want to cause us to stumble in our faith. As we walk through 
these to gh da s together, let s claim God s promises that He not onl  goes ith s, but He lives within us and is an, e e  

e e  hel  i  ime f ble.  (Psalm 46:1)   
 

Reflect & Respond: 
1. Where is the enemy attempting to lead your thoughts away from these privileges and promises from God? ________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Which one of the promises above do you need to claim most today? ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What stands out most from this verse to you today?  ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. How can I live this out practically today?  ____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application: 
S- Is there a SIN I need to confess? 
P- Is there a PROMISE I need to claim? 
A- Is there an ATTITUDE I need to change? 
C- Is there a COMMAND I need to obey? 
E- Is there an EXAMPLE I need to follow? 
 

Prayer: Write o t o r pra er for this da  from God s ord. 



• CrossTimbers children’s camp is still scheduled for July 6-9. Sign-up is 

open on the webpage at www.mfbcok.com and Marietta First Baptist 

Church Children’s Ministry Facebook page. 

• Falls Creek has modified the schedule and will be July 22-25. Look for 

more information to come. 

• Vacation Bible School will be rescheduled for later in the summer. 

• Super Summer has been canceled. 

 

As you can imagine, making any decision regarding opening the church is incredibly 

difficult given the fluidity of the situation regarding the virus. So, please understand that 

the above schedule could change if the status of the spread of the virus changes. 

If you are at-risk regarding this virus, we strongly encourage you to worship from 

home for the time being.  

 

Theresa Mason is awaiting surgery and is under doctor’s orders to avoid the public as 

much as possible, so the offices remained closed for the time being. All our staff is 

working diligently and can be reached through the church office at (580) 276-2125 if you 

need anything. 

 

Your church staff covets your prayers for wisdom and we greatly appreciate your 

patience and understanding as we try to do what we think is best for Marietta FBC. 

Obviously, there are a variety of opinions regarding how things should be reopened, but 

we appreciate your willingness to support this plan and protect the unity of our church. 

We will get through this! And I cannot wait for us all to gather again! 

 

Thank you, 

Pastor Jason 

http://www.mfbcok.com/

