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From the Minister 

What Makes a Good Fence… 
 
In his book, “Eats With Sinners,” author Arron Chambers says that the Jesus we see in 
the gospels is not the “fire and brimstone” preacher intent on sending people to hell, but 
is a “grace-filled savior” intent on helping lost people find their way to Heaven.  We have 
been preaching on this idea the last month or so, and we have been trying to learn to 
love lost people the way Jesus does.  Early on we mentioned BARRIERS that we put 
up (either individually, or as a church) that become obstacles for lost people to find Je-
sus.  So in an effort to pull those barriers down, we want to make Jesus more ACCES-
SIBLE (see July’s newsletter article).  This Sunday we are talking about INTIMACY.  
Not the kind of intimacy in our marriage relationships.  That’s important, and we can talk 
about that another time.  But we are talking about the intimacy we have with our neigh-
bors, co-workers, or anyone that we are trying to share Jesus with.  That’s why it’s im-
portant to build relationships with them—to EARN the right to share Jesus with them.  
That’s why it’s important that we aren’t judgmental and yelling at people.  They will nev-
er listen to us if they don’t believe you truly care about them.  So barriers and fences 
have to be taken down.   
     I noticed the other day that just about every house on my street has a privacy fence.  
Except ours, the neighbors to our right (Jim and Lois), and the neighbor to our left 
(James), every other house has a privacy fence.  In fact, it’s more than a coincidence 
that we know the names of only those around us that DON’t have a privacy fence.  
Fences serve a purpose, and if you have a mean dog, or a dog that likes to wander off, 
fences are a necessity.  We have a chain link fence in our back yard to keep our dog 
from wandering off.  But I’m glad we don’t have a privacy fence, because, well, it would 
just make us too private.  And that privacy might become a barrier that kept me from 
knowing that James doesn’t have a lawn mower, a floor jack, or a battery charger.  We 
get to catch up every time he needs to borrow one.  In fact, my friendship with James 
has become good enough that James just keeps my extra lawn mower at his house 
since he was always borrowing it.  A privacy fence would have kept me from knowing 
that Lois’ husband, Jim, a WWII veteran, is having a difficult time with his health.  A 
good privacy fence would have kept me from knowing that they need a generator during 
power outages during hurricane season.  And a privacy fence would have kept Lois 
from knowing that our kids need prayer from time to time. To sum things up, a good pri-
vacy fence wouldn’t allow the intimacy it takes for me to know my neighbors well 
enough to share Jesus.  When Jesus ate with sinners, he was taking advantage of an 
opportunity to share an intimate time with people he wanted to connect with.  Who will 
you connect with this month? 
           In His Service,  
           Allen  

 A SEASON OF PRAYER for SEPTEMBER 
 

Pray for our Nation, Pray for our Leaders, Pray for our Church DAILY 
Come join us on Thursday morning at 10AM for a time of prayer.  You are encouraged to spend time in communication with 
God.  Feel free to use the Prayer room (165) at any time, individually or as a  group to pray about whatever is on your heart. 
 

MAKE AN EFFORT TO PRAY DAILY  



Communication From the Leadership 

 

 

Slowly Getting To Know And Trust Jesus 
 

 There were at least four big challenges the disciples faced getting to know Jesus.  Perhaps you 
have noted in the gospel accounts that it took some time for the disciples to really understand Jesus 
and who He is! Even as they called Him Lord and Master, they fell short in actually understanding Him 
and having the fullness of faith Jesus wanted within them. And at times, they found following Him an 
interesting challenge.  
 

1. The first thing they needed to truly know was that God’s Messiah had come as promised. There 
were great expectations among the Jews concerning the One they awaited, and the Kingdom that 
would last and rule forever. Little did they expect a meek and gracious fellow from Galilee who would 
soil himself being found in the presence of filthy sinners. But God’s true Messiah came to love and 
seek and save the lost, making children for Abraham all over the world, and of all people. Amazing 
grace would be the main mission of the true Messiah. Jesus did not fit their expectations. 
2. The second thing the disciples needed to know was that their hope, is not Jesus’ mission.  
The disciples would have to give up errant ideas of what the Messiah would be, and embrace a spiritu-
al ministry and kingdom built up through spreading the gospel (good news). Even though Jesus came 
with much power; it was not to be used to establish a worldly Jewish kingdom. Some Jews today still 
wait for their kind of Messiah that can never come. Jesus brought the gospel first to the Jews, for this 
was God’s right order, but they would not have God’s new covenant.  He then became even less desir-
able to them as He dared preach the things of God to the Romans (the ruling Gentiles they hated). It 
was clear Jesus was not in league with the Jewish nation and its glory. He was interested in other 
things and everyone else. Jesus was actually the highest glory of His people and the Jewish nation, 
having come through them God’s gift and saving power to all the world.  
3. The third thing they needed to know was that Jesus is God!  Okay,  this is a very big statement!  Alt-
hough they saw Jesus do things that men could not do; they did not readily figure, okay, He is God! 
Despite witnessing many many miracles, still they doubted sometimes. They were at Jesus’ feet in the 
Jesus class,  I Am God! 101, yet it would be awhile before they passed and graduated. Jesus once 
commanded the winds and the waves as they watched seeing both those things obey His voice. But 
they did not shout, “Go Jesus go!”  Instead they shrank low in fear and said to one another, “Who is 
this that can command the wind and waves?” Now they were actually beginning to see, they are in the 
presence of God. Later Peter, being a star pupil, exclaimed, “You are the Christ, the Son of the God.”  
4. The forth big speed bump slowing the disciples down was the revelation, “the Son of God must die.” 
Wow, just when you think you have the Messiah figured out!  Hold on now, this can never be! Again 
the disciples are thrown for a loop. From His own mouth Jesus said He is going to Jerusalem where 
He is going to be put to death. How can it be the glorious Messiah is going to shortly die?  All they 
hoped for in Jesus was soon to perish. It just can’t be that this was what it was all about, all along.  The 
End 
 

We Christians know this is not the end, and we know the rest of the story, and how the Kingdom is es-
tablished forever.  Jesus reigns with power even over death.  But we Christians need also to know and  
remember there is no need for us to doubt Jesus, or the part of this ongoing story that is our own glory 
when we see Him.  Still Not The End………. 
        Rick Harvey 
 

Elder Nomination for Sept. 2018-2021: Steve Lawson, Affirmation will be Sept. 23 
Immediately following the morning services. 



 

For more information:  call 877-7315 or visit  
cccctally.org  

Join us in Children’s Church for: 
 

Ministry EVENTS 

Sunday School 9:00-10:00 am 
Break 10:00-10:30 am  
(games and snacks) 

Children’s Church 10:30-11:45 am 
 

Every month the Children’s Ministry has a 
new service project they are working on, 

see Becky Carter for more information 

 

 

Small Group  Sunday at 5PM  
 At the Church 

Led by Homer Rice via Skype 

From Genesis to Revelation; join us as we read and discuss the 
Bible cover to cover and explore the richness of God’s word! We 

will begin the book of Exodus on September 9th. 
COME JOIN US! 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Jan. 31-Feb. 4, 2019 -  Senior Saints Cruise, 
Registration Deadline was July 30, but if 
you want to go call 866-499-4074. David Eu-

banks will be leading the Bible Study. 
 

Sept. 8 -   9AM Holiday Market Craft Class   
 

Sept. 22 -   10AM Painting Class  -  Cost $10  
 

 
 

Call the office for more details 850-877-7315 

 

 

http://www.capitalcitychristianchurch.org


 Food Pantry 
Our Food Pantry provides food for those in immediate need, and at this time of year there are always many more in need of 
food. If you or someone you know is in need please see Allen or Trish and check out the Food Pantry.  You can make mon-
etary donations to the pantry by designating ‘Pantry’ on your check and placing it in the offering.  

Return  Service Requested 

September 3  -  Labor Day-Office Closed 
September 4  -  6:30PM Board Meeting 
September 5 -  6PM Fellowship Meal & Devotion 
                   6:30PM Ladies Bible Study 
September 6 -  10 AM Service at Your Life  
                   12-4PM Canasta Club 
September 7 - 10:30AM Ladies Bible Study 
September 8  -  9-12 Craft Class 
September 10  -  6:30PM Men’s Steak-Out 
September 12 -  6PM Fellowship Meal & Devotion 
                    6:30PM Ladies Bible Study 
September 13 -  10AM Prayer Circle 
                  12-4PM Canasta Club 
September 14  -  7-11PM Spanish Church Event 
September 14-17 Ladies Retreat 
September 19 -  6PM Fellowship Meal & Devotion 

  6:30PM Ladies Bible Study 
September 20 -  10AM Prayer Circle 
                   12-4PM Canasta Club 
September 21 -  10AM Ladies Bible Study 
September 22  -  9AM Men’s Golf Outing 
September 22 -  10AM Painting Class 
September 23  -  12PM Congregational Meeting 
September 25  -  7PM Hillwood HOA 
September 26 -  6PM Fellowship Meal & Devotion 
                   6:30PM Ladies Bible Study 
September 27 - 8AM Men’s Breakfast  
 10AM Prayer Circle 
                   12-4PM Canasta Club 
September 28 -  10AM Ladies Bible Study 
 

*Beginning in 2019 our Potlucks will no longer be at the end 
of each month but will be once a quarter. 

COMING EVENTS FOR  SEPTEMBER 

                                                                                                                         Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  

    

 
  1 

2 
 

3 
Office 
Closed 

4 5 6 7 8 
 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 
Congregational 
Meeting 
 

 30 

24 25 
 

26 27 28 29 

7PM Hillwood HOA 

7PM Lafayette Oaks HOA 

10AM Prayer Circle 

10AM Painting  
Class 
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 Happy Birthday: 
 

2  -  Bill Porter 
4  -  Anne Wilder 
9  -  Cecil Bradley 
28  -  Abi Latinwo 
 

6:30 Men’s  
Steak-Out 

8AM Men’s Breakfast 

10AM Prayer Circle 

10AM Service at 
Your Life Senior 

Living 

6:00PM  Fellowship 
Meal & Devotion  

6:30PM Ladies Bible 
Study 

6:30 Board Meeting 

No Life Groups 

10AM Prayer Circle 

6:00PM  Fellowship 
Meal & Devotion 

6:30PM Ladies Bible 
Study 

12-4 Canasta Club 

12-4 Canasta Club 

12-4 Canasta Club 

7-11 Spanish 
Church Event 

6:00PM  Fellowship 
Meal & Devotion  

6:30PM Ladies Bible 
Study 

5PM Rice & Gonzalez 
Life Groups 

5PM Rice Life Group 
5PM Gonzalez Life Group 

10:30AM Ladies 
Bible Study 

10:30AM Ladies 
Bible Study 

10:30AM Ladies 
Bible Study 

 

Ladies Retreat 14-17 

5PM Rice  Life Group 
 

6:00PM  Fellowship 
Meal & Devotion 

6:30PM Ladies Bible 
Study 

10:30AM Ladies 
Bible Study 

12-4 Canasta Club 

 

9-11:30 Craft 
Day 

 

9AM Men’s 
Golf Outing 

Ladies Retreat 14-17 



 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP: 
Bible Study   9:00 AM 
Coffee Break 10:00 AM 
Worship  10:30 AM 
Sunday Evening Life Groups                   5:00PM 
Wednesday Night Meal  6:00PM 
Wednesday Bible Discussion Groups  6:30 PM 
 
 

 

OUR STAFF: 
Allen Gonzalez                      Senior Minister 
Mike Seay                   Worship Director 
Trish Rice        Administrative Assistant  
  

Leadership: 
ELDERS:  Rick Harvey, Don Meeks, Tim Thorson 
 

DEACONS:  Dona Cormier, Clayton Wilder,  
Steve Lawson, Mike Hancock, Jeremy Smith, 
Doreen Branam, Debi Smith, Trish Rice 

 
  

STATISTICS FOR  August 

ATTENDANCE              Average 

AM Worship                  73 
 
 

GIVING                                    Budget Need 
General Giving       $12,730         $14,566 
Missions                $ 2,461           $3,069 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE ~ The Deadline for OCTOBER 2018 Newsletter is September 26
th

 

 

“Our purpose is to LOVE CHRIST,  LOVE OTHERS and SERVE”  

Bring a friend! 

Thank You  
 
 

  The following excerpts are actual answers given  
 on history tests and in Sunday School quizzes by children 
between fifth and sixth grade ages.  They were collected over a period of 
three years by two teachers.  Read carefully for grammar, misplaced 
modifiers, misinformation and, of course, spelling! 
 

1. Moses led the Hebrew slaves to the Red Sea where they 
made unleavened bread, which is bread made without any 
ingredients.  Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to get the 
ten commandos.  He died before he ever reached Canada 
but the commandos made it. 

2. Solomon had three hundred wives and seven hundred por-
cupines.  He was a actual hysterical figure as well as being 
in the bible.  It sounds like he was sort of busy too. 

3. Joan of Arc was burnt to a steak and was canonized by 
Bernard Shaw for reasons I don’t really understand.  The 
English and French still have problems. 

4. Sir Walter Raleigh is a historical figure because he invented 
cigarettes and started smoking. 

5. Sir Francis Drake circumcised the world with a 100 foot 
clipper which was very dangerous to all his men. 

6. Delegates from the original 13 states formed the Contented 
Congress.  Thomas Jefferson, a Virgin, and Benjamin 
Franklin were two singers of the Declaration of Independ-
ence.   Franklin discovered electricity by rubbing two cats 
backward and also declared, “A horse divided against itself 
cannot stand.”  He was a naturalist for sure.  Franklin died in 
1790 and is still dead. 

7. Abraham Lincoln became America’s greatest Precedent.  
Lincoln’s mother died in infancy, and he was born in a log 
cabin which he built with his own hands.  Abraham Lincoln 
freed the slaves by signing the Emasculation Proclamation. 

8. Beethoven wrote music even though he was deaf.  He was 
so deaf that he wrote loud music and became the father of 
rock and roll.  He took long walks in the forest even when 
everyone was calling for him.  Beethoven expired in 1827 
and later died for this. 

9. Charles Darwin was a naturalist.  He wrote the Organ of the 
Species.  It was very long people got upset about it and had 
trials to see if it was really true.  He sort of said God’s days 
were not just 24 hours but without watches who knew 
anyhow? I don’t get it. 

10. Karl Marx was one of the Marx Brothers.  The other 
three were in the movies.  Karl made speeches and 
started revolutions.  Someone in the family had to 
have a job, I guess. 


