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Winter Camp is fast approaching and we are excited about the opportunity our students and adult staff 
have to spend a weekend together focused on Christ.  Winter Camp weekend is such a critical 
experience for our students and the spiritual family that we believe God is building in our youth group.  
Our goal is always to create the best environment possible for our students to hear from and respond to 
Jesus.  We believe we can do this for a large number of students even in the midst of this continued 
pandemic. 
 
Our team continues to do the hard work of watching the developments of COVID-19, listening to parents, 
camp directors, medical professionals, health officials, and seeking the Lord for what wisdom looks like in 
taking our group of students and staff away for the weekend.  Here’s our basic approach for this year’s 
Winter Camp: 
 
Camp Is A Choice 
• Attending camp is a choice.  If you are comfortable joining us at this year’s Winter Camp, please do 

so.  If you need to wait for different conditions, we understand and support you. 
 
Our Approach 
• We ask our volunteer staff, students, and Camp Jonah staff to stay home if they are exhibiting 

symptoms that could be contagious to others or have been in recent contact with someone who has 
had COVID-19.  We trust those who are compromised to make the personal decision whether to 
attend or not. 

• Masks will be optional at camp.  If you choose to wear a mask, that’s great.  If you choose not to wear 
a mask that is great too.  Parents should talk with their students about what they expect in mask 
wearing prior to camp and we are eager to support the decisions you and your student make. 

• While we recommend that students and staff who attend camp are fully vaccinated with updated 
boosters and consider taking a COVID test a few days prior to attending camp, we will not require this 
for attendance or ask about a person’s status.  

• This approach outlined above matches well with the approach Camp Jonah has been taking with all 
their guest groups throughout the Fall and Winter months. 

 
Our Request 
• Please continue to be gracious with others.  This is a challenging time with people carrying some 

many varied opinions about what wisdom looks like during this time.  Also, there are so many 
different family and health situations and needs.  We need grace and compassion for one another as 
we navigate this time and seek what is best for the most students. 

• Be wise as you come.   We encourage everyone attending camp to be thoughtful about the situations 
they are in over the week prior to camp and to do the best they can to avoid potential contacts with 
COVID-19 before attending. 

• Feel free to ask questions.  Good communication is always helpful and important.  Please feel free to 
contact myself (mathias@gatewayweb.org) or our weekend camp director Sarah Higley 
(sarahmarie623@gmail.com) 

 
We will continue to watch and listen to the developments in this ever-changing time.  While we are 
confident about this approach at this time, we understand circumstances may change forcing us to adapt.  
If that happens, we will do the best we can to get the word out to students and staff as quickly as 
possible.  We will continue to make decisions prayerfully and carefully.  We trust the Lord’s leading and 
will continue to do the best we can to help make camp the best environment we possibly can. 
 


