
Translations of the Bible 

There are many different versions of the Bible! It is important to find a version that you 
understand, connect to, and know intimately. Each version of the Bible is trying to accomplish 
something specific here are some of the different categories of what translations try to 
accomplish: 


Literal Translations 
A literal translation is a word for word translation. It favors original language over English flow 
and readability. These prioritizations are seen in: word choice, grammar, and syntax. Some of 
these translations can be a bit more difficult to read because they are most committed to 
maintaining as much of the original language is possible. However, some of these do an 
excellent job in maintaining antiquity with flow, check out an ESV to see for yourself! 


Some examples of a literal translation are: NASB, KJV, ASV, and ESV 

Dynamic Translations 

Other versions attempt to translate the original language into readable English. This is often 
referred to as a dynamic translation. You can think of it as a “thought for thought” translation. 
These versions are committed to getting the point across therefore the translators interpret 
more. These translations balance original langue with English readability so they tend to be 
easier to read. The NIV stands out in this area.  


Some good examples of thought for thought translations are: NRSV, NIV, NLT 

Paraphrase Translations 
A final category of translation to mention is a paraphrase. These translations go even further in 
taking original language and making it flow into English. These translations are easy to read 
and can be a helpful place to start if you’re brand new to the Bible. 


Some good examples of a paraphrase are THE MESSAGE, THE PHILLIPS NEW TESTAMENT. 
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For Further Reading:


https://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/about-bibles/about-translations

https://www.thecharaproject.com/choosing-a-bible-version

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-bible-in-translation/
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