
Welcome To Gateway’s Ministry To Students 
June 2020 

Hey Parents! 
 
I am writing this short letter to parents of next year’s 6th grade students.  In a typical year in June just as 
school is getting out, our youth group would be welcoming next year’s 6th graders into our youth group 
settings.  With COVID-19 this year is far from typical.  But this important transition from Kid’s Ministry into 
Student Ministry here at Gateway is still on our minds.  And I can’t wait to have your child in our ministry!  
Here are a few important updates that we hope will help you and your child prepare for this transition during 
this unique season: 
 
1) Waiting for Face to Face Introduction: Please Be Patient 
We are so excited to welcome and get to know this wonderful group of 6th graders!  At Gateway, we see 
relationships as a key tool that God uses in drawing students into our youth group family and helping them in 
following Christ through their teenage years.  While our student small groups are currently meeting this 
summer virtually through apps like Zoom & Google Meet, these groups are able to have success because of 
the previous face to face relationship from the youth group setting prior to physical distancing requirements.  
We have the conviction that new 6th graders need a great experience in their first interactions with our 
ministry.  It needs to be special and it needs to be as personal as possible.  With those convictions in mind, 
we have decided to wait to welcome our incoming 6th graders until we can welcome them in a face to face 
setting (even with physical distancing requirements).  We think it will be worth the wait! 
 
2) Small Group Focus this Summer 
During this summer in the absence of summer camps and regular youth group gatherings, we have decided 
to make small groups our greatest focus through the entire summer.  While our groups have been meeting 
virtually each Wednesday Night, we are preparing for face to face small group gatherings shortly after Clark 
County enters into Phase 3 (hopefully as early as July 1st).   Our small groups will be meeting in the yards of 
family’s homes or in local parks with proper physical distancing measures in place.  Once we have a few 
weeks together with last year’s students and staff learning the experience of small groups with proper 
physical distance, we will then invite 6th graders to join us (hopefully by August 1st)! 
 
3) Parents Will Be Welcome To Observe & Learn 
At whatever point the door is open for new 6th graders to join us, we will welcome them to participate in a 
night of small groups (with our best practices for small groups meeting outside).  Parents will also be invited 
to stay and observe small groups from a far as well as meet with Pastor Mathias to learn more about the 
student ministry experience here at Gateway.  Mathias will cover our 5 tips for transition into Student 
Ministry (see below), as well as answer any questions parents have.  We look forward to this important time 
together. 
 
4) Our Goals Remain the Same 
One last reminder is probably the most important.  Yes, this season is unique and things look different for 
our Student Ministry this summer.  However, the goal of our efforts remains the same.  We exist to, “help 
students take their next step in following Jesus Christ.”  We want to meet our students wherever they are at 
and help them move forward in KNOWING Christ, GROWING Together with God’s people, and SHOWING 
the love of Christ to the world.  This goal will continue to be our focus throughout the summer months and 
into next school year.   
 
I hope you find this letter helpful.  I continue to pray for patience for everyone this summer, especially your 
kids!  Feel free to reach out to me with any questions and keep a watch for information about official 
welcoming dates as the become known.  We can’t wait to have your child in our ministry! 
 

Blessings, 

Mathias 
 
Mathias Califf 
Pastor of Student Ministries, Gateway Church 
mathias@gatewayweb.org 



	
	

5 Tips for Transition into Student Ministry 
 
Think Like A Team (Parents & Youthworkers with the same goals) 

Mathias’ Contact Info 
mathias@gatewayweb.org, 360-835-2153, ext 29, Facebook Messenger 
 

Leaders are Key 
Small Groups for the school year typically start, September & meet most Sunday Nights following 
the worship service (6:30-8:30 PM) through the school year.  We are a youth group OF small 
groups and our first step for students as they enter youth group is to help each of them connect 
with a small group. 
 

Think Long-Term 
Big Changes in Church Experience in Middle School (and a huge adjustment) 

• They sit in worship services 
• They come twice a week (Wednesdays & Sundays) 
• They go on overnight events 

It is Okay if students can’t do everything all at once.  This is a big change!  If you have to pick 
between Wednesday Night youth group and small groups in the beginning, we encourage 6th 
graders to attend small groups! 
 

Camps Are HUGE (As we can return to doing them…) 
• Winter Camp 2021 – February 12-15, 2021 
• ETM 2021 – July 26-30, 2021 
 

Stay Aware & Engaged As Parents 
• Small Group Leader, is a source of information and questions answered 
• Facebook Group “Gateway Church Youth Group” or Instagrm, “gatewaychurchyg” (weekly 

and at times almost daily updates of current information) 
• Website: gatewayweb.org/students  (We post Wednesday Night recorded messages or 

videos.  Parents can find youth staff requirements and information about camps, etc. 
• Worship Service Bulletins  


