Matthew 20:25-28 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.
Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

25: Purpose & Power

7: IT TAKES A TEAM
Moses & Jethro

Exodus 14:31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the Lord displayed
against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in
Moses his servant. (NIV)
Exodus 16:2-3 There, too, the whole community of Israel complained about Moses
and Aaron. “If only the Lord had killed us back in Egypt,” they moaned.
Exodus 18:1, 5 Now Jethro, the priest of Midian and father-in-law of Moses, heard
of everything God had done for Moses and for his people Israel, and how the Lord
had brought Israel out of Egypt. Jethro...came to him in the wilderness, where he
was camped near the mountain of God.
Exodus 18:10-11 “Praise be to the Lord, who rescued you from the hand of the
Egyptians and of Pharaoh, and who rescued the people from the hand of the
Egyptians. Now I know that the Lord is greater than all other gods, for he did this to
those who had treated Israel arrogantly.”

Moses' Problem
Exodus 18:13-18 The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the
people, and they stood around him from morning till evening. When his father-inlaw saw all that Moses was doing for the people, he said, “What is this you are
doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand
around you from morning till evening?” Moses answered him, “Because the people
come to me to seek God’s will. Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me,
and I decide between the parties and inform them of God’s decrees and
instructions.” Moses’ father-in-law replied, “What you are doing is not good. You
and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too
heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone.

Jethro's Solution
Exodus 18:19-23 Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God
be with you. You must be the people’s representative before God and bring their
disputes to him. Teach them his decrees and instructions, and show them the way
they are to live and how they are to behave. But select capable men from all the
people—men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain—and
appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. Have them
serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every difficult case
to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make your load
lighter, because they will share it with you. If you do this and God so commands,
you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go home satisfied.”

good leaders...

Share _____________________
Exodus 18:21 "select capable men... appoint them as officials over thousands,
hundreds, fifties and tens."
Luke 6:12-13 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and
spent the night praying to God. When morning came, he called his disciples to him
and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles:
Luke 9:1-2 "When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and
authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to
proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.
II Timothy 2:1-2 Timothy, my dear son, be strong through the grace that God gives
you in Christ Jesus. You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by
many reliable witnesses. Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people who
will be able to pass them on to others. (NLT)

Trust the _________________
Faith > Talent
Exodus 18:21 "But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God..."

Humility > Celebrity

Exodus 18:21 "But select... trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain..."
Exodus 23:8 “Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds those who see and twists the
words of the innocent."

Pursue God's ______________
Exodus 18:21 "Teach them his decrees and instructions, and show them the way
they are to live and how they are to behave."
I Corinthians 1:25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.
II Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is
true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are
wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his
people to do every good work. (NLT)

