
It’s About the Cross 
Luke 18:31-34 

Luke 18:31-34   Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be 
fulfilled.  He will be handed over to the Gentiles.  They will mock him, insult him, spit on 
him, flog him and kill him.  On the third day he will rise again. The disciples did not under-
stand any of this.  Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what he was 
talking about.


The Prophets 
Genesis 3:15  So the Lord God said to the serpent . . . I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will 
strike his heel. 4,000 BC 

Psalm 22:1, 12-18  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? . . . Many bulls sur-
round me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.  Roaring lions tearing their prey open their 
mouths wide against me.  I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.  My 
heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me.  My strength is dried up like a pot-
sherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.  
Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my 
hands and my feet.  I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me.   They di-
vide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.”  1,000 BC 

Isaiah 53:6  “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities.  
The punishment that brought us peace was upon him and by his stripes we are healed.”  
700 BC 

The Path 
Leviticus 17:11 “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make 
atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.” 

Hebrews 9:22  “In fact, the law required that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, 
and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” 

Genesis 15:9-18  “The Blood Trench” , 17  “When the sun had set and darkness had fall-
en, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch, appeared and past between the pieces.”
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Romans 5:8-9  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.  Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 
saved from God’s wrath through him.” 

The Plan   
Sometimes, not knowing the plan, is The Plan.  
He did not want them to interfere with The Plan. 

Matthew 16:23, “But Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get behind Me Satan.  You are a 
stumbling block to Me.  For you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of 
men.” 

To suffer alone was a major component of The Plan. 
Matthew 26:31, “Then Jesus said to them, "This very night you will all fall away on ac-
count of Me. For it is written: 'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.” 

The best time to understand The Plan would be . . . later.  

The Promise 
Psalm 16:9-11, “Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will 
rest secure, because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One 
see decay.  You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.” 

Luke 24:5-6, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here, he has 
risen! . . . The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified 
and on the third day be raised again.”  Then they remembered his words. 

Luke 24:44-49, “This is what I told you while I was still with you; Everything must be ful-
filled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms. Then he 
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  He told them, “This is what 
is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance 
and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning in 
Jerusalem.” 

Isaiah 1:18, “Come now let us reason together says the Lord, though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.  Though they are red as crimson, they shall be like 
wool.” 

1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”   

Your sins can be forgiven,  
but you have to ask. 

Ask him today.  


