
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell. The third day he arose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

Eschatology! Eschatos, means “last.” The study of “the last things.”
Parousia - “Arrival or to come” (Matt 24:27, 37, 39; 1 Cor 15:23; 1 Thess 2:19, 3:13, 5:23; James 5:7-8; 2 
Peter 3:4,12; 1 Jn 2:28). Historically denoted the coming or presence of a ruler or person of importance. This 
word links together several New Testament passages all centering around Jesus’ return!  

Major themes of the ‘parousia:’ 
1. His return will be miraculous and surprising (Matt 24-25) 
2. His return will come with righteous judgment (Rev 19-22) 
3. His return should encourage believers to be ready (1 Thess 4-5, 2 Peter 3)	

1. He Will Come Again 
In Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology, he points out that the NT authors eagerly anticipate the 
return of the Lord Jesus! He says that it is ‘the dominate hope’ of the NT: “Jesus spoke often of 
His return: “You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” 
(Matt. 24:44). He said, “I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also” (John 14:3). Immediately after Jesus had ascended into heaven, two angels said to the 
disciples, “This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). Paul taught, “The Lord himself will descend from heaven with 
a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God” (1 
Thess. 4:16). The author of Hebrews wrote that Christ “will appear a second time, not to deal with 
sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him” (Heb. 9:28). James wrote, “the coming of 
the Lord is at hand” (James 5:8). Peter said, “The day of the Lord will come like a thief” (2 Peter 
3:10). John wrote, “When he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is” (1 
John 3:2). And the book of Revelation has frequent references to Christ’s return, ending with 
Jesus’ promise, “Surely I am coming soon,” and John’s response, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” 
(Rev. 22:20). Excerpt taken from: [Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical 
Doctrine, Second Edition. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Academic, 2020), 1344]. 

These are encouraging passages! God is telling us through the Bible that we need to stand strong, 
remain faithful, endure, and that we have every reason to eagerly anticipate his arrival. 
His coming as “thief in the night:” Mat 24:43, 1 Thes 5:2, 4, 2 Peter 3:10, Rev 16:15 

Jesus is Coming Back! So What? 
 
Be ____________________________ 

Be _____________________________ 

Be_____________________________ 

PART 9: 
He Will 

Come to 
Judge 
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2. To Judge the Living & the Dead 
Jesus is Judge 

Jesus is the judge of every person. (Matthew 25, John 5:22, Acts 17:31, Philippians 2:5-11, 2 Thes 
1:7-10, Revelation 19:12-19) 
Believers will give an account too. But we are not judged guilty for sin because of the work of Jesus on the 
cross! Our judgement is one of rewards. (Romans 3:21-26, 5:1, 14:10-12, 2 Cor 5:6-10, Hebrews 4:13) 

Acts 17:29-31, Being	then	God's	offspring,	we	ought	not	to	think	that	the	divine	being	is	like	gold	or	sil-
ver	or	stone,	an	image	formed	by	the	art	and	imagination	of	man.	The	times	of	ignorance	God	over-
looked,	but	now	he	commands	all	people	everywhere	to	repent,	because	he	has	5ixed	a	day	on	
which	he	will	judge	the	world	in	righteousness	by	a	man	whom	he	has	appointed;	and	of	this	he	
has	given	assurance	to	all	by	raising	him	from	the	dead.”	

Our King has served the world through the cross. He will also righteously judge the world. 
In view of Gods omniscience, goodness, righteousness, justice, we should repent. 

_______________ of the Judge 
Matthew 25:31-34,	“When	the	Son	of	Man	comes	in	his	glory,	and	all	the	angels	with	him,	then	he	will	sit	
on	his	glorious	throne.	Before	him	will	be	gathered	all	the	nations,	and	he	will	separate	people	
one	from	another	as	a	shepherd	separates	the	sheep	from	the	goats.	And	he	will	place	the	sheep	on	
his	right,	but	the	goats	on	the	left.	Then	the	King	will	say	to	those	on	his	right,	‘Come,	you	who	are	
blessed	by	my	Father,	inherit	the	kingdom	prepared	for	you	from	the	foundation	of	the	world.	
		

Notice the glory, power, and authority of Jesus in this passage. (Jn 5:22, Acts 10:42-32, 2 Cor 5:10) 
Notice how the Good News intertwines with judgement: (Acts 10:42, 1 Tim 4:1-8) 
In view of His awesome nature, we should prepare by putting our faith in Him each day.  

_______________ & _____________ Justice of the Judge 
Psalm 98, Oh	sing	to	the	Lord	a	new	song,	for	he	has	done	marvelous	things!	His	right	hand	and	his	holy	
arms	have	worked	salvation	for	him.	The	Lord	has	made	known	his	salvation;	he	has	revealed	his	right-
eousness	in	the	sight	of	the	nations.	He	has	remembered	his	steadfast	love	and	faithfulness	to	the	house	
of	Israel.	All	the	ends	of	the	earth	have	seen		the	salvation	of	our	God.	Make	a	joyful	noise	to	the	Lord,	all	
the	earth;	break	forth	into	joyous	song	and	sing	praises!Sing	praises	to	the	Lord	with	the	lyre,		with	the	
lyre	and	the	sound	of	melody!	With	trumpets	and	the	sound	of	the	horn	make	a	joyful	noise	before	the	
King,	the	Lord!	Let	the	sea	roar,	and	all	that	Pills	it;	the	world	and	those	who	dwell	in	it!	Let	the	rivers	
clap	their	hands;	let	the	hills	sing	for	joy	together	before	the	Lord,	for	he	comes	to	judge	the	earth.	He	
will	judge	the	world	with	righteousness,	and	the	peoples	with	equity.	

Equity means levelness, fairness, or smoothness. Gods judgement is wonderful and perfect. How 
humankind both yearns for this kind of justice but so often suppresses the revelation of God.   
We can be forgiven because Jesus was judged for us! (1 John 1:9) 
He is a good judge & He is a fair judge, these are both reasons for worship 

_______________ of the Judge  
Psalm 139 

TO PONDER & DISCUSS THIS WEEK 
1. What comes to mind when you think of the return of Jesus? Does your hope match the hope of 

the churches in the New Testament? Why or why not? 

2. Check out Acts 10:42 and 1 Timothy 4:1-8. What does judgement have to do with the Gospel? 

3. What would it mean for you to be engaged with the world, yet ‘have your bags packed’ at the 
same time this week? 

4. Are there areas in your life where you are tempted to play judge of people? What might be some 
good things to pray this week?  
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