
 Colossians 2:1-5,	For	I	want	you	to	know	how	great	a	struggle	I	have	for	you	and	for	
those	at	Laodicea	and	for	all	who	have	not	seen	me	face	to	face,	that	their	hearts	may	be	
encouraged,	being	knit	together	in	love,	to	reach	all	the	riches	of	full	assurance	of	under-
standing	and	the	knowledge	of	God’s	mystery,	which	is	Christ,	in	whom	are	hidden	all	the	
treasures	of	wisdom	and	knowledge.	I	say	this	in	order	that	no	one	may	delude	you	with	
plausible	arguments.	For	though	I	am	absent	in	body,	yet	I	am	with	you	in	spirit,	rejoic-

ing	to	see	your	good	order	and	the	Birmness	of	your	faith	in	Christ.		

1. GROW TOGETHER STRUGGLING TOGETHER  
Colossians 2:1,	For	I	want	you	to	know	how	great	a	struggle	I	have	for	you	and	for	those	at	
Laodicea	and	for	all	who	have	not	seen	me	face	to	face,	

Agon: means to struggle or to strive 

Hebrews 12:1,	Therefore,	since	we	are	surrounded	by	so	great	a	cloud	of	witnesses,	let	us	also	lay	
aside	every	weight,	and	sin	which	clings	so	closely,	and	let	us	run	with	endurance	the	race	that	is	
set	before	us,	
Romans 15:30,	I	appeal	to	you,	brothers,	by	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	and	by	the	love	of	the	Spirit,	to	
strive	together	with	me	in	your	prayers	to	God	on	my	behalf.		
Colossians 1:28-29,		Him	we	proclaim,	warning	everyone	and	teaching	everyone	with	all	wisdom,	
that	we	may	present	everyone	mature	in	Christ.	For	this	I	toil,	struggling	with	all	his	energy	that	
he	powerfully	works	within	me.	
Colossians 4:12-13,	Epaphras,	who	is	one	of	you,	a	servant	of	Christ	Jesus,	greets	you,	always	strug-
gling	on	your	behalf	in	his	prayers,	that	you	may	stand	mature	and	fully	assured	in	all	the	will	of	
God.	For	I	bear	him	witness	that	he	has	worked	hard	for	you	and	for	those	in	Laodicea	and	in	Hier-
apolis.	
Colossians 1:9,	For	this	reason,	since	the	day	we	heard	about	you,	we	have	not	stopped	praying	for	
you.	We	continually	ask	God	to	Bill	you	with	the	knowledge	of	his	will	through	all	the	wisdom	and	
understanding	that	the	Spirit	gives,	

2. GROW TOGETHER KNIT TOGETHER 
Colossians 2:2,	that	their	hearts	may	be	encouraged,	being	knit	together	in	love,	to	reach	all	the	
riches	of	full	assurance	of	understanding	and	the	knowledge	of	God’s	mystery,	which	is	Christ,	

Knit Together: See 1 Corinthians 12! The Body of Christ has many parts, but all parts are 
important!  
In Assurance: It’s amazing how “assurance of understanding” has a loving community feel 
to it in this verse. It’s amazing how God works through us.  
In Knowledge: The Bible is inexhaustible, we can spend our whole lives learning about our 
Creator and only scratch the surface, yet the more we learn, the stronger we become!  

1 John 3:14,	We	know	that	we	have	passed	from	death	to	life	because	we	love	each	other.	Anyone	
who	does	not	love	remains	in	death. 	

Ephesians 4:16,	From	him	the	whole	body,	joined	and	held	together	by	every	supporting	ligament,	
grows	and	builds	itself	up	in	love,	as	each	part	does	its	work.	
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Colossians 3:16,	Let	the	word	of	Christ	dwell	in	you	richly	in	all	wisdom;	teaching	and	admonish-
ing	one	another	in	psalms	and	hymns	and	spiritual	songs,	singing	with	grace	in	your	hearts	to	the	
Lord.	

“There is really nothing beyond the truth that God so loved the world, that he gave his only son 
(John 3:16). Grasped even imperfectly, this brings life. But as it is loved and lived, it brings un-

dreamed light and warmth with each million miles until it fills the entire sky.” - Kent Hughes


3. GROW TOGETHER EXPLORING TOGETHER 
Colossians 2:3,	in	whom	are	hidden	all	the	treasures	of	wisdom	and	knowledge.	

You don’t have to search for what you already have: Jesus is the source of wisdom and 
knowledge, we don’t have to look elsewhere! 

Matthew 13:44,	“The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	like	treasure	hidden	in	a	Bield,	which	a	man	found	and	
covered	up.	Then	in	his	joy	he	goes	and	sells	all	that	he	has	and	buys	that	Bield.		
Proverbs 2:1-6,	My	son,	if	you	accept	my	words	and	store	up	my	commands	within	you,	turning	
your	ear	to	wisdom	and	applying	your	heart	to	understanding—	indeed,	if	you	call	out	for	insight	
and	cry	aloud	for	understanding,	and	if	you	look	for	it	as	for	silver	and	search	for	it	as	for	hidden	
treasure,	then	you	will	understand	the	fear	of	the	Lord	and	Bind	the	knowledge	of	God.For	the	
Lord	gives	wisdom;	from	his	mouth	come	knowledge	and	understanding.	
Proverbs 9:10,	The	fear	of	the	Lord	is	the	beginning	of	wisdom,	and	knowledge	of	the	Holy	One	is	
understanding.	
Romans 11:33,	O,	the	depth	of	the	riches	of	the	wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God!	How	unsearchable	
are	His	judgments,	and	untraceable	His	ways!	

4. GROW TOGETHER STAYING FIRM TOGETHER 
Colossians 2:4-5,	I	say	this	in	order	that	no	one	may	delude	you	with	plausible	arguments.	For	
though	I	am	absent	in	body,	yet	I	am	with	you	in	spirit,	rejoicing	to	see	your	good	order	and	the	
Birmness	of	your	faith	in	Christ.	

Good Order & Firmness: These are both military terms that shed light on the fact that 
Paul was insisting that the Colossians needed to stick together to survive coming troubles. 

1 Peter 5:8-9,	Be	alert	and	of	sober	mind.	Your	enemy	the	devil	prowls	around	like	a	roaring	lion	
looking	for	someone	to	devour.	Resist	him,	standing	Birm	in	the	faith,	because	you	know	that	the	
family	of	believers	throughout	the	world	is	undergoing	the	same	kind	of	sufferings. 

Questions for consideration! 
1. What	is	worthy	of	struggle	this	week?	
2. Are	your	Christians	relationships	more	focused	on	encouragement	and	

building	one	another	up,	or	more	“ministry	machine”	relationships?		
3. We	explore	the	riches	of	Christ	best	when	we	are	together.	Who	in	your	life	

is	capable	of	having	edifying	conversations?	Take	a	moment	a	pray	for	
those	people	today	who	encourage	you	and	build	you	up.	

4. How	should	someone	maintain	“Girmness”	and	“good	order”	regularly?	
Where	do	you	turn	in	times	of	inner-turmoil?	


